


February/March 2005

Dear Friends & Supporters:

I was greatly encouraged by my recent trip to Guatemala from Jan. 18th - Feb 1st. 
The church (Vida Abundante), is growing in 
attendance and vision, with God’s presence 
manifested in the services. On Jan.23rd 
Brother Amado Gil, a 1995 graduate of 
EDEVAN, who now pastors in Juigalpa-
Chontales, Nicaragua C. A. ministered. A 
group of young men from his church 
ministered in song as well. They had brought 
a returning student back to the Bible School 
and stayed over to minister on the weekend. 
We had a tremendous altar service after a 
challenging message from Phillipians 2:5 to 

have the mind of Christ. On Friday, January 
28th, there were 175 in attendance as we 
honored pastor Juan Carlos Hernandez on 
his birthday. We decided  to start having 
the Friday night services in the unfinished 
church building down in Villa Hermosa 
under a makeshift tin roof to generate 
interest and outreach. I preached my first 
message in Spanish on January 30th. It 
was ...”mucho lente y nada largo”... very 

Pastor Amado Gil and the “boys
from Nigaragua”

Altar Service

slow and not long. We have 23 excited 
students attending Bible school and 
evangelizing every day. It is wonderful to 
see the touch of God on their lives as they 
minister through sermon, song, drama, 
etc.  While there, I mentioned to Brother 
Hernandez that the men need a new 
shower house and bathroom facility. Within 
two days we had urinals, toilets, sinks, stall 
dividers, windows, and doors donated 

First message 
in Spanish

Bro.& Sis. Pennington and family
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toward the shower house project, though we had not solicited anyone but God for provision. 
Our God is awesome!

The Lord willing we are going back to Guatemala March 23rd - April 6th to finalize the 
transition from Call to Holiness to OBI Guatemala. Pray that everything goes well with the trip. 

We have sold our house in Albuquerque and are moving to Neosho before our trip in 
March, so pray for our family during the turmoil of relocating. Our plan is to be back in 
Guatemala as a family for the spring graduation on May 28th and get settled in down there 
providing we are able to acquire passports for Liz and the children . 

Thank you so much for partnering with us by your prayer and finances to further the 
kingdom in Central America.

For The Harvest

Mike Pennington

Students having early
morning prayer meeting
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May 2005
Dear Friends,

Greetings to all of you from the Ozarks! We sold our house in Albuquerque 
March 17th and moved to Neosho, Missouri. We bought a house here and are 
remodeling it to serve as our base of operations while here in the states. Liz and the 
children are getting their passports processed and we are planning to leave for 
Guatemala on May 26th. We are looking forward to our first trip as a missionary 
family.

Brother Taylor and Brother Miles accompanied me to Guatemala the first 
week of April. We were able to accomplish the completion of all the legalities of 
transferring the ministry. Brother Tim and Sister Rhonda Stoker came down and were 

able to complete 
their relocation. 

We had a 
banquet with the 
staff of EDEVAN. 
B r o t h e r  Ta y l o r  
shared with them 
the vision we have 
for the ministries. A 
good sp i r i t  o f  

New ladder and materials to replace 
bathroom floors in administration 

building 

Banquet with staff

cooperation was present. 
We had a wonderful time with the 

congregation at Vida Abundante on Friday night 
and both of the Sunday services. Two young 
women accepted Jesus. 

We purchased a ladder for the mission 
compound, and supplies to repair the termite eaten bathroom floors in the 
administration housing building. One bathroom floor was repaired before we left. 
Also we put a new roof on the pump house while there.

The students are on their one month practicum now, interning in various 
Churches in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua. We will be there as they 
return for spring graduation ceremonies on May 28th. The summer/fall semester 
begins July1st. We hope to accomplish some badly needed repairs on the 



campus buildings during June as well as promote the school and work in the 
church.  A group from Bible Holiness A/G in Neosho are planning to come during 
July and coordinate outreach ministry with EDEVAN students as well as construct a 
new shower house for the men.

 A  few weeks ago a young man only 20 years old named Obed who had 
studied at EDEVAN for a semester was gunned down by gang members while 
walking home after church. He was a converted gang member ministering with his 
pastor and church in San Juan Sacatatequez and had been instrumental in 
winning some gang members to Christ. We have two current students from this 
church enrolled in EDEVAN. Please pray for his family, friends, and church during 
their time of sorrow, and for San Juan Sacatatequez, that his martyrdom will ignite 
revival fires and spread the gospel.

Thank you for all that you do to keep this work going. Your prayers and financial 
support make it possible to continue training young people for effective ministry.

For the Lord of the harvest

Brother Pennington

Current students with Bro. Taylor, 
Bro. Miles, and myself

Bible school instructors



  

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

We arrived safely in Guatemala 
on May 26th. Liz and the children are 
here for the first time and are learning 
the language and culture. Priscilla is 
working in children's church teaching 
them English songs. They are as 
anxious to learn English as we are to 
learn Spanish! On May 28th we 
graduated 5 students from EDEVAN-
OBI (this is what the Bible school has 
come to be known as). They are very 
excited about working for the Lord. 
Brother Antonio Gonzales, pastor of 
Macedonian Mission church in Cuidad 
Quetzal was the speaker. Left to right  Jose Patal Aju, Oscar Patzan Tubac, Sonya 

Vargas Suruy, Wilson Mendez Tujillo, and Walter Gomez 
Barrera.We've had a couple of changes in 

staff between semesters. Brother 
Neptali is taking a semester off to fulfill 
preaching obligations in the USA. 
Brother Garang Athiang, a 1997 
graduate of EDEVAN originally from 
Sudan, is here in Guatemala until 
January. He will teach Missions and 
New Testament Survey this semester. 
Sister Roslyn Calderon left to take care 
of her younger sister while her parents 
go on a two month trip. Carmen Vides, a 
1999 graduate of EDEVAN from El 
Salvador will replace her as women's 

supervisor. 

Since we've been here I've been able to complete some badly needed repairs, 
replacing the entire floors of two bathrooms, removing and replacing tile in two shower 
stalls in other bathrooms, fixing five plumbing leaks, two roof leaks, and repairing down 
spouts and gutters. Maintenance wise we installed new brakes on the 1986 Toyota van, 

Excited about graduation

July 2005
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and purchased a new lawn mower. We sold an old junk 
cargo trailer and car to make room for the new shower 
house going up in July. 

We've gone out on outreaches to promote the 
school seven times since June 4th. We have 8-12 new 
and 15-18 returning students to start the second 
semester on July 4th. In the last newsletter I mentioned 
about a young man, Obed who had started a drug 
rehab mission for converted former gang members in 
San Juan Sacatapequez and who was shot down and 
killed for this ministry. One of our graduates, Oscar 
Tubac, who is a converted former gang member has 
taken up this mission. The name of the mission is 
"Limpieza Profunda", which means "deep cleansing" in 
English. While there on outreach to their church Oscar 
wanted us to visit his mission. He is so proud of the 

In front of Deep Cleansing

Deep Cleansing on the inside

Garang  Athiang, new teacher this 
semester

ministry and the young men God has 
given him to minister to. Seven of these 
young men want to come to EDEVAN-
OBI in the future. Pray for them and us 
that God will grant wisdom to us and 
Christian maturity to them. I'm reminded 
of the scripture in John 12:24 "except a 
corn of wheat die, it abideth alone". God 
only knows the fruit that will come from 
this tragedy. He can bring victory from 
seeming defeat. 

We are looking forward to a group 
from Bible Holiness A/G in Neosho 
coming here July 13 - 25 for ministry in 
children's crusades, church revival, and 

construction of the new men's shower house. Pray for 
this trip, their safety, that souls will be touched by God, 
us here at EDEVAN-OBI as we host them, and that all 
the materials and permits etc. will be ready. We are 
anticipating a move of God. 

Thank you to all who pray for and support this 
ministry financially. I can tell you that every dollar you 
give goes straight into training workers for God's 
kingdom. He knows our need and will supply. All gifts 
should be sent to OBI Guatemala, PO Box 398 
Neosho, MO 64850 

For the harvest, 

Brother Pennington



Ziona, Victor, Priscilla with fresh 
Coconuts

Bro. Ararat’s Church near La Gorbata

Bro. Ararat and family

Dear Friends;                                                                                                                                 August 2005

What a wonderful time we had in Guatemala while we were there. A lot was accomplished toward 
reaching the goals we have set for the ministry of the Bible school and Church. I want to share a few of the 
highlights of what the LORD is doing.       OUTREACH

While on outreach on June 19 we stopped by a church, (Shalom House of Prayer) in the Colonia 
“Regalito de Dios” pastored by Pedro Juarez, a November 2003 graduate of EDVAN-OBI. Pedro pioneered the 
church in a cornfield16 months earlier in February 2004. It was amazing to see 125 souls gather in the tin 
building of this fledgling church. God’s presence was there in a mighty way that day, and my heart was 

touched by the sincerity and quality 
of Pedro and his wife as they 
ministered.

We were also able to go to Los 
Olivas, a village 6 miles from La 
Gorbata near Esquintla, to visit with 
one our teachers, Amando Ararat 
and his family at the Macedonia 
Church where he pastors. We were 
there to plan an outreach with the 
group coming from Neosho later in 
July. We enjoyed a meal prepared by 
the ladies of the Church, and fresh 
coconuts.    July 4th

We had a service on July 4th in 
the church building at Villa Hermosa 
under a makeshift tin roof with 150 in 
attendance. Viva Abundante when 
relocated there will blossom and 
grow in attendance and spiritual 
strength. Pray for the funds to come in 
to finish this long overdue project. We  
need about $30,000. to complete 
the roof, floor, plumbing, electricity 
etc. Our God is able!   New Semester     

On July 1st the students began 
arriving for the Summer/Fall semester. 
What a pleasant surprise to have 19 
new students and 14 returning ones 
come to study the Bible and prepare 
for ministry. There will be eight 

Pastor Pedro Juarez from Nicaragua 
with family in front of Church

New students receiving clothing 
allotment

Church building at Villa Hermosa with 
makeshift tin roof
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graduating in November. It is exciting to watch the transformation in these young people as they mature into 
“able ministers of the new testament” 2nd Cor. 3:6. We give them school supplies, hygiene items and clothes 
such as we have and such as they need to help them. Contact us if you have anything of this nature which you 
would like to contribute.         Men’s shower / bath house project

Praise the LORD for His faithfulness! In January we envisioned a new shower / bath house for the men 
students by the end of the year. With the help of the LORD and Bible Holiness A/G in Neosho it has become a 
reality. We will be featuring more of their visit in the September newsletter, but for now I will just say that they were 
a great blessing and really worked hard. We had a kid’s crusade, church revival, two outreaches, and built the 
building, all in 13 days. Bro. Terry Miles and Chuck Akers headed this group up. It was fortunate for me that they 
were there when I was hit in the mid-section by a truck on Sat. July 16th. I thank God that I was not hurt any worse 
than bruises and soreness. By His mercies I’m still alive and functioning. Thank you for your prayers as well.
  Special Prayer Request

Please remember our secretary, Nanci Castillo, in prayer. She had an appendectomy the first week of 
August and needs further surgery for a previous medical condition. She is taking a month leave of absence to 
recover. We are taking care of her financial needs (4,000 quetzals- about $600). She is a precious sister and 
faithful worker who needs our prayers at this time. Some of you may know her and would like to contribute 
toward her medical bill, if so specify your donation as Sis. Nanci / medical.

Your continued support of this ministry is greatly appreciated. Send all contributions to OBI Guatemala, 
PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850-0398 to contact us by phone 417-451-7583, 417-451-2057.

                                         For the Lord of the harvest

                                         Brother Pennington

New shower house and  sidewalk New shower house from a distance



	 God is moving in these days to prepare His people for the second coming of Jesus. What an op-
portunity it is to live in this time and experience the challenge of the Spirit of God to preach the gospel 
to every creature.
 Since our return to the states we 
have been itinerating heavily in August 
and September and have had the privi-
lege of meeting many of you in those 
services. On August 12,13 we were 
able to take many things to Morgantown 
IN to be shipped to Guatemala, includ-
ing 30 beds 12 metal doors, 400 carpet 
squares, 27  pews, 2 washing machines, a lot of puppet paraphernalia and clothes etc. Our thanks to 
Brother Eugene Baker for allowing us some space on his shipping container, and to all who donated 
these items for EDEVAN-OBI.

 On July 13-25 a group of 
20 people from Bible Holi-
ness Assembly of Neosho 
MO came to Guatemala for a 
mission trip. They conducted 
a  4 day kid’s crusade, 5 night 
revival, 2 outreach minis-

tries, and constructed 
a new men’s shower 
house and sidewalk. 
Brother Terry Miles 
and Chuck Akers 
headed up this en-
deavor. We wanted to 
feature some of their 
ministry in this news 
letter. They were a 
great blessing and 
encouragement to the 
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national staff and Bible school students as well as 
the Church people.
    The new men’s shower house is an answer to 
prayer and fulfillment of a goal we envisioned in 
January to have accomplished in 2005.
 I’m going back to Guatemala October 4-13 
to finish interior walls, plumbing and electricity, etc. 
 Thanks to all who prayed for and helped  fi-
nancially for our sectary Nancy Castillo who under-
went 2 surgeries in August. She is doing well now  
and has returned to work. Sister Thelma Hernan-
dez, the wife of our director Juan Carlos had surgery 
the last few days of September. She is recovering 
& hopes to resume her normal schedule soon.

 The students will go out for one month internships October 15th - November 15th in various 
churches throughout Central America, then return for graduation  ceremonies on November 19th. We 
are looking forward to eight young people launching into God’s harvest field. Your prayers and sup-
port  make their preparation for ministry  possible. Thank you so much for all you do for the Lord.

Altar	service	in	progress

Mountainous	outreach	 Shower	House	under	construction

Neosho	group	singing	for	His	glory Shower	house

Your’s

Brother	Pennington



Dear Friends; December 2005 
 (HURRICANE RELIEF) These are tremendous days that we are living in while waiting for our Lord’s 
return. The hurricanes that devastated the gulf coast of our country wrought havoc in Guatemala as well. After 
10 days of continuous rain in early October, mud slides and flooding ravaged the country side killing several 
thousand. One mud slide wiped out an entire village killing over 1,000 people. Disease and lack of sanitary 
food and water took their toll on many, especially the “old” and the “young”. One of our teachers, Brother Ara-
rat, had 4 feet of water in his church and house when his village was flooded. He was assisting 70 families with 
basic necessities at one of his church member’s house which was located on higher ground. We were able to 
give him 100 lbs. of beans, 100 lbs. of rice, 25 bags of clothes, purified water and money for food, thanks to 
your generosity.
 

 (WINDOWS INSTALLED) The second floor men’s dorm addition and the newly erected men’s shower 
house now have new windows! A  SPECIAL THANKS to the children church departments of Community Bible 
Church, Chetopa, KS and Bible Holiness, Neosho, MO for providing funds for these projects. What a blessing 
it is for children be involved in mission projects. They are learning early the joy and benefit of investing in God’s 
kingdom. (INTERIOR WALLS LAID) We also laid the interior block walls  and put siding on the gables of the 
shower house. It will soon be ready to stucco.
 

 (BRANCHING OUT) Back in July  we began having separate services in Villa Hermosa in the un-
finished church building under a temporary tin roof. Several new families are now attending church there 

Mud slide in the village 
where 1000 souls were 
lost.
←

 Flooding near Atitlan→

Shower stalls and 
one of the installed 
windows of the 
shower house.
←

Exterior of Shower    
house.           →         
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regularly. Recently we began having 2 services a week in Prados, another area we had been transport-
ing people from to the church in Los Alamos. Two Bible school students, Jacob and Wilmer are preach-
ing there and now have a congregation of 40-50 attending these services. In effect we now have three 
churches operating as outreaches of the Bible School.
 

 (GRADUATION NOV. 12, 2005) On November 12th we had 7 graduates at EDEVAN-OBI gradu-
ation. Here pictured between Brother Garang Athiang and myself, they are from left to right: Odilia 
Chacón de García, René Arturo Rabanales López, Gesner Yuriel Arróliga Morales, Wilmer Osmar Díaz 
Morataya, Ruben Alexander Lemus Celis, Lucia Antonieta Hernández Telhes, Sandra Patricia Herná-
dez Telhes. Please pray for these precious young people as they launch out into God’s white harvest 
field to reap souls for the kingdom.

Singing in a 
service at Villa 
Hermosa. “Yo 
me rindo a el“

(I Surrender all)
←

Children’s 
Church group 
from Villa Her-

mosa.→

 As we approach the end of the year and look back at what God has allowed us to be involved 
in, we are truly thankful for His protection and blessing. Many testimonies of His love, grace and 
anointing will be cherished for years to come. On behalf of the national staff at EDEVAN-OBI and our 
family we wish you a blessed holiday season! 

        Feliz Navidad y Prospero Año y Felicidad

        Brother Pennington and Family

Group picture with Brother Athiang 
and Myself

Special song during graduation 
ceremony



Dear Friends,                                 January 2006

	 As	always,	the	end	of	one	year	and	beginning	of	another	provides	a	time	of	reflection	and	anticipation.	
Looking	back	on	2005	brings	memories	of	miracles	and	victories,	but	also	pain	and	disappointments.	In	this	
first	full	year	of	operating	the	mission	we	have	seen	the	hand	of	God	in	provision,	protection	and	promotion	in	
connection	with	the	churches	and	Bible	School.	A	renewed	interest	both	stateside	and	
throughout	Latin	America	has	 resulted	 in	new	and	upgraded	 facilities,	an	 increase	 in	
enrollment	in	the	Bible	School,	and	branching	out	of	the	local	church’s	ministry.	One	of	
the	catalysts	of	this	commitment	was	the	brutal	slaying	of		Obed	Omar	Larios,	an	alumni	
of	EDEVAN-OBI,	on	April	26,	2005	in	San	juan	Sacatapecez	by	a	gang	that	he	was	suc-
cessfully	converting	members	from.	The	ministry	he	started	is	being	carried	on	by	Oscar	
Tubac	Patan,	who	graduated	May	28,2005.	He	brought	7	students	from	there	to	enroll	in	
Bible	School	in	July,	and	is	bringing	more	in	January.	This	tragedy	has	touched	a	nerve	
in	the	heart	of	the	nationals	and	sparked	revival	fires	among	alumni	scattered	throughout	
Latin	America.	Our	national	director,	Juan	Carlos	Hernandez,	made	a	commemorative	

promotional	calendar	of	Obed.	I’ve	translated	
it	into	English	and	included	one	in	this	news-
letter	as	a	prayer	incentive	and	reminder	of	
our	contact	between	time	and	eternity.

  Another highlight of the year was the 
conception,	 construction	 and	 completion	 of	

a new shower house for the 
men.	 Many	 hearts,	 hands,	
and prayers were involved 
in	 the	physical	and	financial	
aspects	of	this	much	needed	
addition	to	the	ministry.	In	an-
ticipation	of	an	enrollment	of	
around 40 students this Jan-
uary, the new shower house 
will	certainly	be	appreciated.
	 Some	 have	 expressed	
an	 interest	 in	 what	 projects	
we	 need	 assistance	 on,	 so	
these are what we are be-
lieving	 God	 to	 help	 us	 with	
in	 2006.	The	 costs	 of	 these	
projects	are	over	and	above	
the	 $5,000.00	 per	 month	
needed to operate the minis-
try.	 If	you	would	 like	 to	con-

	 	 	 	 		 											Approximate	costs
-Newer	vehicle	to	replace	85	Toyota	Van	#1photo	.$10,000.00
-Men’s	dorm:	(upper	right	#2	photo)
	 Electrical...........................................................	$100.00
	 Interior	walls.....................................................	$500.00
	 Door	hardware	and	trim....................................	$300.00
	 Exterior	plaster...............................................$1,200.00
	 Carpet	and	flooring...........................................	$800.00
-Men’s	shower	house	(upper	left	2	photos)
	 Plumbing	and	electrical....................................	$300.00
	 Exterior	plaster...............................................$1,000.00
	 Tile	flooring......................................................	$500.00
-Administrative	housing	(No	photo	shown)
	 Replace	termite	damaged	upstairs	flooring....$1,500.00
	 Redo	tile	in	2	bathrooms...................................	$750.00
-College/Church	building	(#3	photo	on	right)
	 Hot	water	heater................................................	$600.00
	 Replace	termite	damaged	upstairs	flooring....$2,500.00
-Completion	of	Church	in	Villa	Hermosa.....................$35,000.00
	 (3	photos	lower	right)
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tribute	towards	any	of	these	needs,	please	designate	your	offering	accordingly.	Your	sacrificial	giving	
and	prayers	make	it	possible	to	continue	training	national	workers	and	sending	them	throughout	the	
Central	American	harvest	field.	
	 The	Lord	willing	our	family	will	arrive	in	Guatemala	on	January	17th	and	stay	until	April	6th.	We	
look	forward	to	working	there	assisting	our	staff	 in	training,	outreach,	promotion	and	on	the	building	
projects.	Please	remember	our	safety,	health,	protection	and	spiritual	anointing	when	you	pray.	Also	
pray	for	the	staff,	students,	and	church	congregations	involved	with	the	ministry.	Sister	Rhonda	Stoker	
was	diagnosed	with	cancer	and	needs	our	prayers	as	she	undergoes	treatment	in	San	Antonio.	We	
are	trusting	the	Lord	with	her	for	a	miracle.	In	retrospect	of	this	year	in	my	life	I	am	very	humbled	and	
grateful	when	I	consider	the	faithfulness	of	God	and	His	people.	So	many	times	God	provided	for	our	
personal	and	the	ministry’s	needs	by	touching	your	heart	to	give	sacrificially.	We	truly	thank	you	from	
our	hearts	and	rejoice	in	God’s	goodness	towards	us.	Our	prayers	are	with	you	in	your	labors	for	Him.

         For the Lord of the harvest

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Brother	Pennington

Prayer Requests following

Times	of	 prayer	 and	
seeking	 God	 dur-
ing	 altar	 services	
and	 special	 time	 of	
prayer	during	gradu-
ation	ceremony.



Dear Friends,               March, 2006
 Greetings from Guatemala! Since our arrival here January 17th, our family has been very busy; Liz with 
the household duties, schooling, and arrival of new students, cleaning, rearranging, sewing, and some remodel-
ing (with a little help from me). Sarah, Victor, and Ziona are busy with their school work and keeping up with all 

the activities that occur here weekly. I have been busy with 
ministry, outreaches, administration responsibilities, main-
tenance, and completion of the new men’s shower house. It’s 
impossible to share everything, but here are a few highlights 
over the past month and a half. Nanci Castillo, our secretary 
for the last 6 years, needed to go home and take care of her 
mother who had been in an automobile accident last fall and 
smashed her hand badly. We were able to help her move 
home to Saragoza, GUA. Nanci still helps us on Saturdays, 
teaching drama, children’s ministry, and School of Christ 
extension classes. She has been a blessing to EDEVAN-OBI 
and we are glad she can still work here on a part time basis. 
Ediberta Gonzalez (May 98 Graduate of EDEVAN-OBI) is  
our secretary now and is doing a fine job.

 We have settled in with 25 
students for this semester from 
5 countries: Costa Rica -1, 
Honduras -3, El Salvador -1, 
Mexico -3, and Guatemala -17; 
with their devotions, classes, 
4 evangelism outreaches, and 
involvements in Los Alamos, 
Villa Hermosa, and Prados 
congregations weekly, train-
ing for the ministry is in full 
swing. It is wonderful to see 
God’s hand molding and ma-
turing these young people into 
“able ministers of the New 
Testament”. We have been on 
a few weekend outreaches to 
other churches with some students (4-6) where they have ministered in sermon, song, drama, etc. Several came 
forward for salvation during the church services each week. Some have returned and are growing in their faith 
while others we never see again. Pray for these and others who respond during street evangelism with the stu-
dents. 

Current students, Pennington family, (right) 
National director & wife (left)  February 2006

“Country Kitchen” in Saragoza
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 Work on the new men’s shower house is progress-
ing. Plumbing and electricity have been finished along 
with interior plaster, tile flooring and shower stalls. It 
will be functional the first week of March when the 
fixtures and single unit hot water heaters are installed. 
We also purchased single unit hot water heaters for the 
women’s showers, but will have to run electricity to 
them in early March. Thanks to those who have con-
tributed toward these special projects. The students are 
REALLY looking forward to warmer showers!

   
 It has been a pleasant surprise to have many visit-
ing pastors to EDEVAN-OBI over the last 6 weeks. We 
have had several from other countries besides those from 
the surrounding area. Pastors from Nicaraqua (3), Costa 
Rica (2), El Salvador (1), and Mexico (1) have dropped 
by to check out the school and ministered to the churches 
and student body. I have attended several local fellow-
ship meetings and EDEVAN-OBI has hosted a fellow-
ship meeting for regional Prince of Peace pastors. 

 Juan Carlos and I are planning  on going to Nicaraqua  
March 14-17 for a pastors conference with Abundant Life Ni-
caraqua. Pray that all goes well on our journey.
    There are so many things to share that space won’t per-
mit. Testimonies of victory 
and trials that test our faith 
are a part of every Christian’s 
walk. I wanted to make a spe-
cial prayer request concerning 
brother “Teddy”, the caretaker 
of the church in Villa Hermosa 
for the last 9 years. He fell with 
a ladder and broke his right arm 
on February 20th, requiring sur-

gery to put plates and pins in both bones of his lower arm. He’s somewhere around 
55 years old and got pretty banged up besides his broken arm. Please pray for his recovery when you pray for this 
ministry. Our sincere thanks to all of you who support OBI Guatemala with your prayers and finances. May God 
richly bless and reward you!                                                        
        From His vineyard,         
  
        Brother Pennington

“Prince of Peace” pastors attending conference 
at  EDEVAN-OBI

Brother Teddy

Electrical Supplies

Work on trenches for sewer and drain lines



Dear Friends,                 May 2006

Greetings once again in the name of our blessed Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. One of the primary immediate goals that 
we had set for OBI Guatemala was the completion and 
renovation of several infrastructures located on the main 
mission property. We have been able to get a lot done over 
the last few months with the Lord’s help. A big thanks to you, 
our supporters, and prayer partners for your part in these 
accomplishments.

The shower house is fully operational as of March 8th. We 
had a dedication service April 2nd and celebrated God’s 
goodness with 190 in attendance. Exterior plaster and paint 
were finished the last few weeks of April. With the arrival of a container in early April, which has metal doors 
slated for the shower house in it, we plan to install them in June and this project will be 100% complete.

Brother Terry Miles and Brother David Musser 
from Bible Holiness in Neosho came March 28 - 
April 4th and helped work in several areas. A lot of 
electrical work was done including: the wiring of 
the second floor -men’s dorm (lights, switches, 
plugs, breakers), installation of 2 new meters at 
electrical main, and washer dryer hookups 
installed in the upstairs of administration housing. 
The entire upstairs floor has been repaired of 
termite damage, and rock board floor  installed 
in administration housing. They also began 

installing a metal deck on the back of the first and second floor. We appreciate the hard work, sacrifice  
and dedication of these men.
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We got 400 palm leaves in Los Olivas and replaced 
the roof on the ranchita (gazebo type building). The 
roof frame was replaced with treated lumber as well. 

An inside view of the shower house facilities

Dedication service in progress



In His Service,
Mike Pennington
Field Director 

Simultaneous with 
all of this physical 
labor on buildings, 
the work of spiritual 
labo r  con t inues.  
Church services and 
Bible school classes 
are crowned with 
God’s presence, and 
evangelism goes on 
every day. May 1- 
June 4 the students at 
EDEVAN-OBI are on 

practicums in various churches in several countries. They will return June 5 and prepare for graduation June 
10th. We have 7 young people graduating this semester and pursuing God’s call into the ministry. I am 
especially impressed with the dedication, talent, and spirituality of these young people. I know God will use 
them in His work.

We are looking forward to taking 5 OBI students to Guatemala this summer (June 8 - August 8) on 
missionary internships. They are: Priscilla Hosmon, (KY), Anson Miller (IN), Jennifer Norman (OK), Cassie O’Brien 
(MO), and Priscilla Pennington (MO). They will be involved in a lot of activities during their tenure in 
Guatemala and get a feel for missionary ministry. This is another realization of a primary goal to provide 
opportunities for missions training. We thank the Lord for the  privilege to work for Him.

Priscilla 
Hosmon

(KY)

Anson Miller 
(IN)

Jennifer 
Norman 

(OK)

Cassie O’Brien 
(MO)

Priscilla 
Pennington 

(MO)

Altar services at Vida Abundante

School of 
Evangelism students 

ministering at 
Central Park

Please keep remembering this work in your prayers, including the national staff, students in Guatemala, 
the summer interns, our family,  and the church congregations in Guatemala. Our prayers are with you all.



aits ni  r Mh iC s sk ir o

a nz s

O

IBO GUATEMALA
906 Summit - Telephone   417-451-2057 
P. O. Box 398 - Neosho, Missouri 64850
Fax 417-451-2059

Daniel E. Taylor - President
Mike Pennington - Field Director 

“Training for ministry at home and abroad”

Dear Friends, 
Greetings to each one of you that 

help carry the burden for the work of 
God that goes on here in Guatemala. 
It is truly a blessing to be involved in 
something that will outlast this world 
and our short tenure on it. 

We arrived here on June 8th with 
the 5 Missionary interns from Ozark 
Bible Institute and have been very 
busy since. 

Graduation occurs every 6 
months at EDEVAN-OBI as the 
students complete 3 consecutive 5 
month semesters with 1 month 
intervals between them. On June 
10th we had 6 graduates. Pictured 
with us they are left to right- Roberto 
Yony Escobar Tome (Honduras), 
Jacob Sanchez Rodas, Yeni Paola 
Vasquez, Rudy Walter Taguico 
Orellana, Lissida Jocabed Requena 
Olivarez (Guatemala), Jorge Alberto 
Rivera Figueroa (El Salvador). Our 
speaker was Ruis Marroquin, pastor of 
the Camino Biblico Church in Linda 
Vista,Villa Nueva. Jacob and Yeni are 
local products from our mission 
church, Vida Abundante. We 
anticipate good reports of these fine 
young people and their future 
ministries. 

We finally had to" bite the bullet" 
and purchase a newer vehicle, as the 
motor went out of the 86 Toyota van. 

It's been officially retired from the 
ministry after 20 years and 300,000 
km of faithful service. The 97 Hyundai 
diesel van cost $7,300. We added 
extra rear leaf springs, new brakes, 
and new 6 ply tires which brings the 
total cost to around $8,000. Any 
contributions toward this project to 
offset the cost of normal operations 
would be greatly appreciated. 

We are going on outreach 
promoting EDEVAN-OBI for 5 weeks 
heading into July. Some are "country", 
indigenous, indian congregations 
and some are "c i ty " ,  mixed 
congregations. They are all very 
excited about American missionaries 
coming to their services. We were the 
first Americans ever to come to 
several of these churches, and of 
course they all want to feed us a 
meal. The food and drink are 
interesting for the interns. It is a 
privilege to worship with and minister 
to Christians of different languages 
and cultures.

 The interns have become 
involved with Vida Abundante, 
ministering to a group of children in 
Prados on Tuesday nights, and various 
cell groups on Saturday nights in Villa 
Hermosa and Los Alamos. 

Work continues on the compound 
renovations that are in progress. 
Painting, carpet and floor tile 

installation, constructing new cabin- 
ets and replacing 2 shower / bath 
areas in the upstairs staff quarters are 
underway. New metal doors have 
been installed in the new shower 
house and main college building. 
Broken and sunken floors have been 
repaired in the men's quarters, and 
carpet installed in the hall way of the 
Women's Dorm.

The old men's shower/bathroom 
has been gutted to make way for 
storage and a new laundry area for 
national staff. We have been able to 
do this hard work with the help of the 
mission interns and funds provided by 
your sacrifices, for which we are 
extremely grateful. 

We received the items shipped 
earlier by container and were able to 
distribute the clothing among the 
needy families of the Church.

A new semester began July 10th 
with 17 returning and 10-15 new 
students. We are expecting around 
30 to be enrolled this semester. It is 
always exciting to see them come 
and "buckle down" to their classes, 
e v a n g e l i s m  a n d  m i n i s t r y  
preparation. I concur with the apostle 
Paul in 1 Thess 5:2, " Brethren pray for 
us." Anything spir i tual that is 
accomplished or fails to get done is a 
direct result of knee work or the lack 
thereof. Thanks for all you do for the 
mission work here. 

Redeeming the time, 

Brother Pennington 
Mission Director OBI Guatemala 

Bro./Sis. Pennington with June 06 graduates

Children's group at Las Camelias

OBI Missionary Interns ministering in song at 
Incencia Macedonia Zone 7 Gua City

97 Hyundai 12 passenger diesel van

Communion ceremony at Templo Evangelico 
Macedonia Pentecostes

44 bags of clothing ready for distibution to church 
families–

Interns tearing out the former shower area

Bro/Sis Pennington and family

   July 2006
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Dear Friends,
What a busy and exciting 

summer 2006 has been! We have 
seen progress in several areas of the 
mission work here in  Guatemala. 
Work with the five interns from OBI 
stateside continued through July 

and early August. We ministered in 
12 churches in all. In 7 of these 
churches we were the f i rs t  
missionaries to visit their services. It 
was an honor to be with these 
churches promoting  EDEVAN-OBI. 
Several young people expressed 
interest in enrolling for the January 
07  te rm,  and some have  
committed to attend.

Bro. Keith Boggus - pastor of 
Camino del Ray Vandelia, OH 
came over with his family and 
visited the compound on August 
7th. He spoke to the students and 
staff and was an inspiration.

Sept/Oct 2006

Pioneer work in Loma Linda, zone 21 

Over 300 in attendance at Esmirna 
Camino Biblico Church in zone 18 
Guatemala City

Classes for our summer/fall 
semester started July 10th with 28 
students enrolled from 6 different 
countries. 5- Mexico, 2- Honduras, 
2- Nicaragua, 1- Costa Rica, 1- El 
Salvador, 17- various areas of 
Guatemala.

Students July 2006

I was able to teach a few classes 
and preach 10 messages in 
Spanish. We thank the Lord for 
acquiring the language as well as 
we have. Please pray that we will 
continue to learn so we can be 
more effective here.

We were blessed to have several 
people come to Guatemala and 
minister to us this summer. Bro. Terry 
Miles, Bro. Chuck  Akers, and Bro. 
Bobby Thomas brought a group of 
young people from Bible Holiness 
Assembly in Neosho, MO along with 
Bro. Chris Godfrey and young 
people from Broadway Assembly in 
Lorain OH. and Drew Frazier from 
Chetopa, KS Community Bible 
Church. They had a children’s 
crusade and general revival for 
Vida  Abundante (the mission 
church) and 2 outreach services.

Group picture of team from USA

It was especially encouraging to 
see people from the two life 
ministries of Bro. K. A. Smith uniting in 
worship in Guatemala.

Broadway Assembly in Lorain OH 
gave $1000.00 towards the 
purchase of a pickup truck for Bro. 
Amando Ararat, one of our 
instructors and the pastor of Los 
Olivas Macedonian Church. We 
were able to facilitate the transfer of 
funds and help Bro. Ararat make the 
deal for this 95 Toyota. 

Rev. Keith Boggus Vandelia, OH sharing  

Phyical labors continued this 
summer. The upstairs floor in the 
administration building has been 
completed and 2 bath areas have 
new t i le instal led. Also the 
deck/patio on the back of the 
house is finished.

Completed Patio on Administration Housing

Common laborers in His vineyard
The Penningtons

Bro. Ararat and family with 95 Toyota 
pickup

Space doesn’t permit us to 
share all the happenings and 
sideline stories that occur on the 
mission field, but I hope hitting the 
highlights with this newsletter is 
enlightening for you as to what’s 
going on in Guatemala. We 
witnessed many conversions and 
moves of God’s Spirit this summer. 
We thank each of you for your 
continued prayer and financial 
support. Your reward is kept in store, 
reserved in heaven. May God truly 
bless you for your efforts.



We are in the planning stages 
of constructing a first floor ceiling / 
second level cement floor for the 
church building in Villa Hermosa. 
T h i s  i s  a  m u c h  n e e d e d  
improvement, as we are now 
meeting under a makeshift tin roof 
with pig tail lighting, tin covered 
windows, dirt floor etc. Tentative 
plans are to have everything 
ready for installation in early April 
2007. This would allow us to move 
forward with electrical, flooring,  
and plumbing installation later in 
the year. Please pray for this effort, 
our next major project for the 
mission work.
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Nov./ Dec. 2006

Dear Friends,
What an exciting time to be 

alive and working to further God’s 
kingdom in the closing moments 
of this dispensation! All that we do 
is being calculated by God’s 
impartial scales and weighed by 
it’s eternal worth. Thanks to each of 
you who play a vital part in the 
work going on in OBI-Guatemala.

We were accompanied by 
Brother Gene Canter (Pastor of 
Landmark Tabernacle, Joplin MO 
and an instructor at OBI), Brother 
R a n d y  F r a z i e r , ( Pa s t o r  o f  
Communi t y  B ib le  Church,  
Chetopa, KS), Brother Chuck Akers, 
wife Kim and son Nathan 
(Missionaries to Panama), on Sept. 
26 - Oct 3 to Guatemala for a 
series of events that were very 
p rof i tab le to  the sp i r i tua l  
development of the mission work.

“Training for ministry at home and abroad”

Bro.Canter Preaching with Bro. Akers interpreting

We had our first Annual Holiness 
Convocation invit ing many 
alumni of EDEVAN-OBI to come. 
Brother Canter spoke in the 
morning sessions  while Brother 
Akers preached  the evening 
services. God’s presence was 
manifestly there anointing with 
power the proclamation of His 
word, and working deeply during 
the altar services. Over 50 alumni 
attended during the 3 days of this 
meeting  , including 2 from the first 
graduating class in Jan.1982. It 

Mark Antonio Avalos 
1982 graduate

Cesár Hernandez 
1982 graduate

was a great meeting with many 
acquaintances and reunions of 
students from 25 years of history.

Also Brother Canter taught 12 
sessions on “Principles of Christian 
Living” at EDEVAN-OBI with Brother 
Akers translating and Brother 
Frazier recording on digital 
camera. This block course will be 
used in the cycle of classes to 
enhance the current curriculum 
and expand the  education there 
to accommodate the needed 
upgrade to achieve a BBL 
(Bachelor of Biblical Literature) 
degree.

Bro.Frazier Preaching with Bro. Akers interpreting

Convocation lunch

Children’s Day

We finished out the week with 
children’s  day at Vida Abundante 
on Sunday with 188 children and 
85 adults  in attendance, Brother 
Frazier preaching Sunday night in 
Villa Hermosa. Over 20 people 
received Jesus Christ during the 
course of these services for which 
we are rejoicing with the angels in 
heaven.

Church building and makeshift tin roof

We would like to feature one of 
our Bible College teachers in 
Guatemala in this newsletter. 
Brother Mario Requena is pastor of 
the Pentecostes de America 
church in Villa Hermosa. He is a 
seasoned minister that brings a lot 
of experience and insight to his 
lessons. He is well received by the 
students and respected for his 
d e d i c a t e d  t e a c h i n g .  We  
appreciate this brother and his 
labor of love to the Bible School. 
Please remember him, his family 
and ministry in your prayers.

On November 18th, 9 young 
people graduated bringing the 
total to 15 for the year. (6 
graduated in June) We are 
grateful for these laborers God is 
thrusting into the harvest of souls in 
Central America. God bless each 
of you this holiday season and 
thank you for all you do for Him.

Feliz Navidad

Brother Pennington

Pastor Mario Requena and family



aits ni  r Mh iC s sk ir o

a nz s

O

IBO GUATEMALA
906 Summit - Telephone   417-451-2057 
P. O. Box 398 - Neosho, Missouri 64850
Fax 417-451-2059

Daniel E. Taylor - President
Mike Pennington - Field Director 

 Jan./ Feb. 2007

Dear Friends,
It is with deep appreciation and rejoicing in the Lord 

that we begin this year of working in our field of labor. 
While updating the certificates of support for churches 
and corporations, many fond memories and faces 
come to mind when we thought of the services and 
times of fellowship we enjoyed with many of you. We trust 
and pray that God’s blessings will rest upon you this year.

Catching up on the mission work, we had the fall 
graduation on November 18th with nine graduates 
finishing their studies and practicums. These are all very 
dedicated young people that were serious about their 
preparation for the ministry, and we look forward to 
good reports of their ministries in the near future . Four of 
these young people were from the Iglesia Evangelica 
Esmirna de Alianza Christiana y Missionera in San Juan 
Sacatapeqez, where former student Obed Larios, was 
martyred for his ministry to the gangs. They came to 
Edevan-OBI as a direct result of this ministry, Limpieza 
Profunda, which is now headed up by Oscar Tubac 
Petan (May 2005  graduate). Two more young people 

“Training for ministry at home and abroad”

•Kitchen remodel (counter top, exhaust fan, commercial mixer) $350. - 500.
            
•Staff housing (downstairs counter top / cabinets trim work) . . . . $250. - 400.

•Office (metal shelving, computer desk, copier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . $750. - 1000.

•Classroom (plastic tables, metal chairs) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $600. - 800.

•Men’s dorm (exterior plaster,, interior walls and flooring) . . . . . . $1500. - 1800.

•Newer 20-30 passenger bus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,000.- 20,000.

•Completion of Church in  Villa Hermosa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30.000 -35,000.

Graduates with Bro. Pennington pictured from L to R back row Jaime Adolfo 
García Ramirez, Milton Ottoniel Zamora Reyes, Miguel Reyes Larios Boror,José 
Alvaro Sabán Bor, Alexander Antonio Gramajo Gómez, Enrique Estuardo 
Portillo Garcia, front row Elvia Graciela Castillo, Miriam Anabella Boror 
Patzán, Celia Cotzajay Siquiej

from there have enrolled for the January 2007 semester. Gospel seeds planted here 
are growing and coming to fruition. It was appropriate that the pastor of this church 
Brother Osman Hernández was the speaker at graduation.  He challenged the 
student body to keep fighting the good fight of faith.

After graduation, the students went home for the winter break. Returning students 
and new enrollments will regroup January 15th for the start of a new semester. We 
anticipate 30+ students from eight countries including three from Belize and two from 
Columbia. 

While reflecting on last years highlights we are reminded of God’s faithfulness to 
supply our needs to accomplish His work. The new shower house dedication in 

Pastor Osman Hernández

Iglesia Evangelica Esmirna de Alianza 
Christiana y Missionera in San Juan 
Sacatapeqez

Left: Returning 
Students for 
third semester

Right: 
Returning 

students for 
second 

semester

February, purchase of a newer van ($8,000.), 5 summer interns’ ministry, building 
improvements ($9,000.), youth missions trip in July, and first Holiness convocation in 
September, plus normal operational costs were possible because of contributions by 
our supporters. What a blessing to the work of God you have been. We are deeply 
grateful for each of you. Several have expressed interest in adopting a special project 
for 2007. The following is a list of needs / goals for this year.

Pastors praying for graduates

Aside from these extra costs we would like to expand 
our influence by assisting graduates, who adhere to our 
philosophy of pursuing evangelism and perfecting 
holiness, in their ministries . As the Lord enables, we plan 
to continue working towards these endeavors.

Thank you for all you do.

God Bless,

The Penningtons
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“Training for ministry at home and abroad”

Dear Friends,
    We arrived safely in 
Guatemala January 30th, 
where a new semester is in 
full swing with 25 students 
enrolled in EDEVAN-OBI. We 
had a few good earthquake 
tremors within the first week, 
and Pacaya Volcano, which 
is 25 miles away, is spewing 
lava. (We can see the lava 
glowing at night from our 
kitchen window). Hopefully 
nothing major will happen 
along those lines.
   Renovation of the 
school kitchen began right 
away. Time, termites, and 
the elements of nature 
necessitated the replacement 
of the cabinets, sink, counter 
top, ceiling tiles and light 
fixture. Working on the 
electricity was interesting  to 
say the least. We also 
repainted and installed an 
exhaust fan/hood. All that 
is needed to complete this 
project is some wall tile 
behind the stove and above 
the counter top. Our cook, 
Sister Veronica Najarro, now 
has better working conditions. 
Thanks for your help toward 
this project.

    While buying the counter top 
for the kitchen I heard someone 
talking in English on the street 
outside the warehouse we were 
in, and got to talking to them. 
They were 3 Americans hauling 
tracts to Panama. In a matter 
of 1/2 an hour we had 30,000+ 
tracts given to the ministry. 
God’s timing and circumstantial 
realities are never coincidental. 
Many souls will be reached by 
the students with these tracts.

    In conclusion we’d like to 
feature one of our instructors, 
Brother Hugo Hererra, who 
pastors the Prince of Peace 
Church in Boca de Monte. 
Hugo is a wonderful man 
of God that is an inspiration 
to the students. He has an 
excellent teaching ministry 
that effects learning and 
understanding of the truths 
presented. 

Work 
at the 
Church 
in Villa 
Hermosa

30,000+ Tracts

Monday night English class

New tables 
provided by 
Bible Holiness 
Youth

Brother 
Pennington 
and Brother 
Gabriel 
Casteillo 
at the Villa 
Hermosa 
Church

    The students, staff, and some 
church members consulted me 
about teaching some English 

classes, so this semester 
sister Liz and I are teaching 
English on Monday nights 
7:00 - 9:00. An added bonus 
is that it is helping our Spanish 
to improve while teaching 
them English.
    Preliminary work on the 
big project of the church 
building in Villa Hermosa is 
beginning. We escavated the 
foundation of 1 column (over 
6 feet deep) to determine 
what needs to be done to get 
the support necessary for the 
2nd level installation. This 
will take some time and a 
lot of hard work to complete. 
We are believing the Lord to 
supply the necessary funds.

Termite 
damaged 
cabinets

Electrical 
Maze

Renovated 
Kitchen

    Thanks to the youth group of 
Bible Holiness A/G in Neosho 
we were able to purchase 4 
new folding tables for EDEVAN-
OBI. These are a much-needed 
blessing for the students. We 
need several more and some 
chairs also if you are interested 
in helping in this area.

Bro. Sis. Pennington, Ziona, Victor, Sarah

 Space doesn’t permit us 
to share all we’d like to about 
the mission work and the 
blessings of your involvement 
by prayer and finances, 
but heaven will give a full 
disclosure after while.
                   
  God Bless you!
  The Penningtons

Brother 
Hugo 
Hererra

     March/April 2007
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	 We	preached	in	a	lot	of	places	over	
the	 last	2	months	 including	a	couple	
of	 anniversary	
services.	One	was	
in	San	Jose	where	
a	current	student,	
Joel	 Vargas,	 cel-
ebrated	 his	 3rd	
year	as	pastor.

Dear	Friends,
								Greetings	from	our	family	to	
yours.Thank	 you	 for	 sharing	 the	
burden	for	the	work	in	Guatemala	
by your prayers, finances and 
interest	 in	 reading	 this	 letter	 and	
looking	 at	 the	 pictures.	 We	 try	
to	 focus	 on	 the	 good	 news	 and	
stay	 positive	 and	 upbeat,	 and	 for	
the	 most	 part	 good	 things	 are	
happening	here	but	as	is	true	with	
everyone,	 not	 all	 news	 is	 good.	
We	attended	 three	 funerals	 in	 the	
last	 few	weeks	 of	 people	who	 in	
one	 way	 or	 another	 were	 related	
to	 the	 mission	 work.	 Two	 were	
tragic	murders	of	innocent	people	
and	one	was	disease	related.	That	
and	a	student	being	dismissed	for	
misconduct	 off	 campus	 are	 sober	
reminders that we are fighting a 
spiritual	 battle	with	 the	 forces	 of	
evil.	
	 Still	the	victories	and	blessings	
far	 outweigh	 the	 defeats	 and	
apparent setbacks. We finished up 
the	 semester	April	 27th	 	 with	 22	
students and a well unified staff 
of	workers	who	are	determined	to	
provide	 the	best	possible	 training	
for	ministry.

Bro. Sis. Pennington, Ziona, Victor, Sarah

May/June	2007

	 We	 were	 visited	 by	 several	
groups	 of	 americans	 who	 were	
in	 Guatemala	 and	 stopped	 by	 to	
see	us.	A	group	of	12	men	 	 from	
the	 Dayton	 Ohio	 area,	 had	 lunch	
with	us.	The	Easely’s	from	Alamo,	
TX	dropped	in	one	Saturday,		and	
thanks	 to	 a	 snowstorm	 in	 New	
York,	 Brother	 Frank	 Sforza	 from	
Camden,	New	Jersey	got	laid	over	
for	a	few	days	and	did	some	elec-
trical	work	and	ministered	to	us.

Students and staff

Brother Frank preaching in Villa Hermosa

Bro. Pennington & Sarah

Brother Joel Vargas

	 Another	 was	 a	 30	 year	 anniver-
sary	at	Zaragosa	near	Chimaltenango	
where	Juan	Gabriel	is	pastor.	We	took	
a	 group	 of	 students	 there	 for	 2	 ser-
vices.	 The	 church	 ladies	 prepared	 a	
wonderful	meal	and	the	congregation	
brought	in	a	years	supply	of	food	for	
pastor	 Juan	 Ga-
briel,	 including,	
rice,	 beans,	 sugar,	
maize,	 and	 live	
chickens.	 They	
were	 unique	 ser-
vices	all	around. Ladies cooking

	 After	two	years	of	beaurocratic	
red	 tape	and	many	meetings	with	
lawyers,	accountants,	and	govern-
ment officials, we have finally ac-
quired	our	corporate	NIT	(National	
tax identification number) This en-
ables	us	 to	change	 the	properties,	
vehicles,	 bank	 accounts	 utilities	
etc.	 into	 the	 Edevan-OBI	 corpo-
rate	name	and	facilitate	operation-
al	procedures	more	expeditiously.
	 Work	on	the	church	building	in	
Villa	Hermosa	is	progressing	well,	
with	the	footers	and	additional	col-
umns	 completed	 and	 preparation	
for	 second	 level	 pouring	 started.	
The	 Lord	 willing	 this	 will	 hap-
pen	 the	week	 after	 graduation	 on	
June	2.	Brother	Juan	Jose,	a	1985	
graduate	of	Edevan	is	heading	up	
the	 labor	 on	 this	 project	with	 the	
students	and	staff	assisting.	We’ll	
have	 more	 on	 the	 progression	 in	
the	next	newsletter.

Praying for Brother Gabriel

	 In	 May,	 Brother	 Lewis	 Ber-
nard	 from	 Fairfax	 OK	 graciously	
donated	 a	 lightly	 used	 van	 to	 the	
ministry.	We	only	have	the	cost	of	
getting	 it	 there,	 driving	 through	
Mexico	 to	 Guatemala.	 This	 is	
around	 $1500.	 total	 with	 gas,	 in-
surance,	and	importation	fees,	etc.	
If	you	would	like	to	contribute	to	
this	project	please	direct	your	do-
nations	 accordingly.	 We	 are	 out	
of	 space	 for	 now,	 but	 once	 again	
thank	you	 for	 your	 love,	 prayers,	
and	support	for	our	work	in	God’s	
kingdom.

	 	 	 Laboring	in	love,
	 	 	 The	Penningtons	

Juan Jose (right) with helper



Dear Friends,
        Here we are in the middle of a 
busy summertime. It is our sincere 
desire that everything is going well 
with all of the people and ministries 
that have an interest in the mission 
work here in Guatemala. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with you 
in your various fields of labor.
 June 2nd witnessed the 
graduation of 7 young men from 
EDEVAN-OBI. Two hailed from 
the country of Mexico, one from 
Costa Rica, one from Honduras, 
and three from Guatemala. 
 Brother Craig Benner, who 
directed the Bible School in the 
early 90’s for a time, was the 
speaker. We had a wonderful time 
as the presence of God was there 
to launch these prepared students 
into the vineyard of the Lord.

 Speaking of the construction work, 
things are progressing well. The sec-

Bro. Sis. Pennington, Ziona, Victor, Sarah

July/Aug 2007

 We were also blessed to have 
the Terry Miles family with us as 
they brought five of the junior/se-
nior students from O.C.A. on a 
missions trip. Along with Brother 
Benner they visited Brother Pedro 
Saurez at El Tejar, worked on the 
church construction in Villa Her-
mosa, and enjoyed a few days of 
fun and sightseeing.

Graduating Students with Bro. Pennington

Praying with the graduates

O.C.A.  Boys working bringing blocks to upper level

Electrical Conduit in place
A big thank you goes out to First As-
sembly of God, Three Rivers TX for 

taking on the finances of this proj-
ect. Pastor Kenny Shelton and the 
mission board are instrumental in 
bringing this long awaited vision 
into a reality. It has really initiated 
a spiritual energy into the congre-
gation of Vida Abundante Church 
and the Bible school students to 
see this dream coming true. 

 Brother Anson 
Miller, third year 
O. B. I. student 
from Goshen, IN 
is spending the 
summer interning 
with us again. Al-
ready he has been 
a blessing, ministering and work-
ing with the national staff. He ar-
rived July 3rd and will be with us 
until August 28th. Please include  
him in your prayers along with our 
family and the workers here.
 The van given to the work by 
Brother Lewis Bernard has been 
gone through and checked me-
chanicaly and then repainted. Our 
thanks to Brother Harlan Reyn-
olds, Neosho MO and Brother Ed 
Johnson Bagota, TX. We will be 
enroute to Guatemala with the van 
going through Mexico, July 23-26. 
Please pray for divine oversight as 
we travel.
 As with most mission  works 
that I am familiar with we struggle 
financially from time to time, but 
by the grace of God we continue 
on. The lion’s share of our budget 
is the day to day operation of the 
ministry. This is shouldered by our 
monthly supporters. We deeply 
appreciate those of you who carry 
this burden for God’s kingdom.
 “For ye had compassion...and 
took joyfully the spoiling of your 
goods, knowing in yourselves that 
ye have in heaven a better and an 
enduring substance”. Heb. 10:34
  
  Between now and then,
  
  
  Brother Pennington

Anson Miller

Aaron Shelton, Terry & Jonathan Miles, Codi 
Pogue, Donald Henley, James Miles, Pedro 
Saurez family, Rebecca Miles, with Shauna Fer-
rell and Kayla Shelton behind 

ond level floor is poured, electric con-
duit and boxes installed, plumbing 
roughed in and sanctuary walls and 
ceiling are being plastered at this time. 

Overall view
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The church building project 
at Villa Hermosa continues 
to move forward. At present, 
glass block windows are being 
installed, and a 1500 gallon 
underground cement cistern is 
being constructed. Low pressure 
city water only flows from 8:00-
10:00 am, and not every day...
sometimes not for a week. The 
cistern and pump system will be 
necessary to supply water to the 
bathrooms etc.

    

We are looking forward to our 
2nd annual Holiness Convocation 
coming up Set. 26-29. Last year’s 
meeting really challenged our 
students, staff, and alumni in the 
area of our Pentecostal holiness 

distinctives. Bro. Alan Sumner 
& family from Honduras will be 
here, and we are hoping to have 
Bro. James Link from Ozark 
Bible Institute with us as well. Of 
immediate financial concern is 
the added travel and operational 
expenses of this meeting. While 
we will do what we can from this 
end, the people here are poor, 
and the offerings we generate 
will fall considerably short of the 
additional cost (around $1500). 
If you would like to contribute 
towards this need, please specify 
“Convocation Expenses” with 
your donation. God is faithful, 
and I know he will bless those 
who “distribute to the necessity of 
saints” Rom. 12:13.
Our love and prayers are with you,
              
     The Pennington Family

outlying areas. They also labored on 
the church building project in Villa 
Hermosa, running electric wiring and 
building the platform; did mechanical 
work on the vehicles, and bought 
and installed the metal roofing on the 
men’s dorm. A tremendous amount 

of spiritual and physical work was 
accomplished during their week 
long stay. Lifetime memories and 
friendships were made, and lives were 
changed for eternity as folks prayed 
for salvation and the Holy Ghost 
moved in the altar services.God bless 
them for their sacrificial labor of love 
for the mission work here.
    Our summer intern, Anson Miller, 
did very well working with the national 
staff. He improved in his Spanish, 
preaching and interacting with the 
students and various congregations 
he ministered to. There was plenty 
of physical work as well on the 
compound, and at the church project. 
It is encouraging to see his progress.
    

    A group from the states 
came down July 30-Aug. 7 and 
ministered, including Bros. Terry & 
James Miles, Chuck Akers, Bobby 
Dale Thomas and Sis. Rachel 
Prihoda from Neosho, Mo, Sis 
Jennifer Norman from Cattoosa, 

OK, and Pastor Randy Snow & 12 
people from the congregation of 
Faith Tabernacle A/G in Denton, 
TX. Besides holding a 3 day kid’s 
crusade and revival at the local 
church, they had 3 services in 

Bro. Sis. Pennington, Ziona, Victor, Sarah, crossing 
Mexico with snow capped mountain in background

Sept/Oct 2007

Dear Friends,
 Greetings from Guatemala! 
We arrived here on July 27th after 
a 5 day trip through Mexico. We 
had a little brake trouble on the 
way, did the necessary repairs and 
had a safe journey. Our gratitude 
goes to Bro. Craig Benner, who 
accompanied us, helping drive 
and guide us through Mexico. He 
was a real blessing.The donated 
van is in use now at EDEVAN-OBI. 
During a recent Kid’s crusade we 
had 44 passengers on board!

Children unloading from newly acquired van

Group pulling electrical wire for lights and plugs

Group picture on platform they built

Group installing metal they purchased on men’s dorm

Installing new glass block windows

Anson Miller & Lupe Castillo digging new cistern

Altar and prayer time after one of the services 
last year



Nov/Dec 2007

Dear Friends,
 It is hard to believe the closing months 
of 2007 are upon us. We arrived back in 
Missouri in October to itinerate and teach 
at OBI until our return to Guatemala in 
January. We look forward to being with 
many of you during this time.
 Let’s begin catching you up on the 
happenings in Guatemala by high light-
ing some recent ministry journeys. We 
participated in the ordination service 
for 2 graduates of EDEVAN-OBI, near 
the border of El Salvador. Brother Moi-

Ordination & Anniversary service

Bro. Alfaro left, pastor Saul with granddaughter

Mountain travel

Posing with Sis. Castillo at right

All aboard, ladies

Bro. Sumners preaching

Over 30 alumni present at Thur. night Holiness 
Convocation service

River is 30’ deep in middle

ses Montenegro and his wife (both 1994 
alumni) celebrated their 10th anniversary 
as pastors at this Macedonian Church in 
conjunction with being ordained. 
 We spent a weekend visiting 3 Mon-
te de Santidad (Mountain of Holiness) 
Churches in remote mountain villages 
near Sacapa, with their superintendant, 
Juan Jose Alfaro, a (1987 alumni). Our 

hearts were touched by the sincerity of 
their faith and simplicity of their lifestyle. 
Swinging bridges and long walks were 
common occurrences. 
 We traveled to Los Hornos with sev-
eral students to be in service with Sis. 

Elvia Castillo (2006 alumni). She pastors a 
Prince of Peace Church that has grown from 8 
to 40 in less than a year. We had to cross a rag-

ed the meetings and we were able to start an 
alumni association to assist the school in vari-
ous areas of ministry considerations. 
 On October 13th the students went out 
on their 4 week practicums to work side by 
side with pastors. This is a vital part of their 
training that implements their studies into ex-
perience. They will return for graduation Nov. 
17th. We have seven students representing 
four countries graduating. (Nicaragua, Hon-
duras, Mexico, and Guatemala)
 Construction wise, we had to repair the 
roof on the main building by replacing 4 pan-
els. 
In Villa Hermosa at the Church, the cistern 
and “rough in plumbing” are completed as 

The Pennington’s

ing river by boat to get there, as the ferry was 
busy transporting pipes. Recrossing at 10:00 
PM tested our missionary stamina somewhat.
 We certainly enjoyed Brother Alan Sum-

ners at the Guatemala Holiness Convocation 
Sept. 27-29. He preached tremendously to a 
full capacity crowd. Over 50 alumni attend-

Handing the panels up to Victor and Bro. Lupe
well as the first floor wall plastering and 
stairway. We purchased 270 sq. meters of 
granite floor tile that are awaiting funds to 
be installed. Second level roof and bath-
rooms need to be started as well when 
funds become available.

What the floor tile looks like

270 sq. meters, over 3000 tiles stacked here

 As is always the case , space doesn’t  
permit us to convey all we would like to 
share, but hopefully you can get a feel 
for what God is doing. We are in need of 
faithful monthly support to meet the gen-
eral operations budget. If you are not sup-
porting the work financially, it would be a 
blessing if you could. Please prayerfully 
consider what God would have you do. 
Thank you for praying for the mission, 
and to those of you who do support us fi-
nancially we owe a debt of gratitude that 
only souls in eternity will repay.
   For Souls
   The Penningtons

Completed staircase at Villa Hermosa
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Jan/Feb 2008

Dear Friends,
 The year 2008 is upon 
us presenting it’s prospects 
and challenges. It promises 
to be eventful for this world 
and the world to come as our 
decisions and actions are in-
corporated into the stream 
of time’s flow and eternity’s 
books. We trust all is well 
with each of you as we turn 
the corner and embark on a 
new year.
 On November 17, 2007 we 
had our fall graduation with 
7 graduates (2 - Mexico, 1 - 
Honduras, 1 - Nicaragua, 3 - 
Guatemala. What a wonder-
ful ceremony we had! Brother 
Byron Galdamez, pastor and 

The Pennington’s

instructor, gave the address 
and challenged these young 
people to stay faithful to their 
calling.

Fall 2007 graduates

16 candidates for baptism

Joy in the Lord

Raised to newness of life

Prayerful Commission

 Also in the month of No-
vember we loaded up 90+ 
church members of Vida 
Abundante and headed for 

Completed Staircase at Vida Abundante

the Pacific Ocean for a bap-
tismal service. We baptized 
16, 15 of which were young 
people! It was an inspiration 

to experience the thrill of fol-
lowing the Lord in baptism with 
these new converts. As  Brother 

Juan Carlos and I prayed for 
them afterwards, I thought of 
the great potential these young 
people have to help shape their 
country’s future for God’s king-
dom. Please remember them in 
prayer.

 At present, the national staff is 
promoting the school in 5 coun-
tries, gearing up for the start of 
the next semester. We expect 25-
30 to enroll Jan. 10-12. The Lord 
willing our family will be there 
from Jan. 17 - April 10 carrying 
on the work of the ministry.   
 Sister Rosaline, our dean of 
women for the past 4 years, has 
changed direction in her minis-
try. She has been a good worker 
for the school and we pray God’s 
blessings on her future ministry. 
Please join us in prayer for the 
right person to take her place on  
the national team.
 Construction wise, work con-
tinues on the church in Villa Her-
mosa. A big thank you to all 
who have helped financially in 

this area. The granite floor is 
being installed, and work on 
2nd level roofing is in the ini-
tial stages. Our goal is to have 
dedication services this sum-
mer. To do this we will have 
to accomplish a lot of work. 
The following is a price list 
of approximate costs for this 
vision to become a reality. If 
you or your church would like 
to fund any of these items, 
please designate your offer-
ing accordingly and the mon-
ey will go directly to the area 
indicated. We are trusting the 
Lord for this project to move 
forward in a timely manner.

Church Completion Projected Costs
2nd Level Paint  ......................350.00
Pump for Cistern .................... 550.00
Fixtures (Lights and Fans) ....600.00
Kitchen (Sink, Stove, Fridge) 800.00
Bathrooms .............................1200.00
Pew Lumber (29 pews) ........ 2000.00
2nd Level Interior Block 
Walls ...................................... 2500.00
P. A. System  ..........................3000.00
2nd Level Roof ......................8000.00

 Your continued support 
makes this ministry possible, 
and from the depths of our 
heart we want to express our 
appreciation for the burden 
you carry to see the kingdom 
of God advancing in Central 
America.

“Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us”   
   
   The Penningtons
   

Vida Abundante
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Mar/Apr 2008

Dear Friends,
 Greetings from “la tierra de pri-
mavera eterna” -the land of eternal 
spring- as they say here in Guate-
mala. A new semester is in process at 
the Bible school with a good group of 
students from 5 countries-Columbia, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, and 
...the United States! (Sarah is attend-
ing) With classes, evangelism, duties 
and outreach ministries, they stay very 
busy. 

The Pennington’s

 Shortly after our arrival in January 
Juan Carlos and I traveled to Costa 
Rica to attend a meeting hosted by 
Bro. Clyde Chan from Sumter, SC. 
Bro. Stacy Floyd preached the night 
services at their missions convention. 
We were able to promote the school 
and meet the superintendents of 
all the central american countries 
associated with their denomination, 
“Holiness Christian Missions”. We 
talked to many pastors and young 
people and enjoyed fellowship with 
the Americans. 

Bro. Juan Carlos with group from America while 
in Costa Rica

New water purification system

Bro. Aldo and Bro. Juan Carlos with new sign

Granite floor installed

Bro. Teddy Buit (right) painting the door he built

 A long overdue water purification 
system has been installed, replacing 
the outdated one in use. Good drinking 
water on the compound will save us 
from buying purified water. 

Church under new construction at Los Vados

 Bro. Aldo Castaneda came by and 
repainted the sign for the school at 
the front entrance. He graduated from 
the school in the mid 90’s, and helps 
support his ministry in Nicaragua by 

his artistic skills, painting murals etc. We 
were able to bless him with a love offering 
to go minister in Nicaragua the last week of 
February. 

 Granite flooring now adorns the church 
at Villa Hermosa. This is another step 
towards completion of this project. 

 Bro. Teddy Buit, our live-in guard/
caretaker of the property for 15 years is also 
a metal worker. He has built most of the 
ornamental iron work around the mission. 
He is now constructing the front doors for 
the church with heavy gauge sheet metal, 
and will soon start a metal staircase to 
the second level. We really appreciate his 
humble dedication and expertise. 

 The second level roof is progressing 
well. Concrete beams are poured, with 

vigas and blocks ready to be installed 
the first two weeks of March. The Lord 
willing, the concrete roof will be poured 
by the end of March. By God’s grace, 
we have come a long way in one year. 

Students and staff spring semester 2008

 Another project we are supporting is 
located in the mountains at Los Vados 
near Sacapa. Pastor Saul Vargas and 
congregation are in the foundation stage 
of a new church building. We ministered 
there Feb. 16 to an overflow crowd in 
their present mud wall church. The new 
block facility will more than double the 
seating capacity. 

Concrete beams poured, ready for vigas and blocks

Honduran students on outreach at Paraiso

 Also in February we took two 
Honduran students on outreach to 
Paraiso near El Jute. Saline and 
Guillermo are Garifuna brethren 
from coastal Honduras. We sang in 
3 languages-Spanish, Garifuna, and 
English. Pastor Mordocai Taguico is 
living in the church, sleeping on the 
cement floor and cooking outside over 
an open fire. We gave him a cot, and a 
used microwave. He was very grateful 
for these items. 

 What a privilege it is to work with 
God’s precious servants on your behalf. 
Your prayers and generous support 
make all that happens here possible. 
Thanks for everything you do for us. 

             The Pennington’s
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May/June 2008

Greetings Friends,
 Let’s catch you up on the busy 
months of March and April. We trav-
eled to several areas with students 
to minister for alumni from the Bible 
School. On two trips to El Salvador we 
preached at Santa Anna for Bro. Riv-
iera (82 grad) and at two churches in 
Lourdes, for Bro. Sandoval (96 grad) 
and for Bro. Lemoux (2006 grad). We 
journeyed 8 hrs. to the Peten District 
to preach near Flores for Bro. Gomez
and on the Passion River near Mexi-
co’s border for Bro. Tubec (both  2004 
grads). Both of these churches are pic-
tured below. In addition we ministered 

The Pennington’s

Walter Gomez and family

Oscar Tubec and wife

locally in Villa Nueva, San Miguel, and 
Los Alamos.
 We were privileged to have visi-
tors from America twice. Bro. Kenny 
Shelton and Bro. Sam Armstrong from 
Three Rivers, TX spent 5 days with us. 
These brethren and their church are 
largely responsible for financing the 
church building project in Villa Her-
mosa. They came to see other church 
projects in El Jute, El Tejar, and Zara-
goza for assistance consideration. 
They also purchased 4 months of 
radio time for the ministry. Beginning 
in May we will start daily radio broad-
casts. We will share more info in our 
next newsletter. These men also had 
the opportunity to preach while here. 

 Bob Vanwinkle and David McDon-
ald from Neosho, MO came and spent 
8 days helping lay ceramic tile on the 

platform in Villa Hermosa, and the sanctu-
ary of Brother Amando Ararat’s church in 
Los Olivas. A lot of hard work and some 
long days were put in by these guys, and 
we appreciate their labors. Bro. Vanwinkle 
also preached for us on Sunday, Apr. 6th.

Radio Station

Tile on platform in Villa Hermosa

New tile floor in Los Olivas

 Work on the church in Villa Hermosa 
continues. The second level roof was 
poured April 8th. A parapet wall 6 blocks 
high will encircle the third level for security/
safety purposes. This work is being done 
now and the interior block walls for SS 
rooms on the second level will begin soon, 
as well as, the cement stairwell to the third 
level. With the construction work going on 
services were suspended. We hope to be-
gin services here again later this summer. 

 Family-wise we have been busy in 
the ministry. Sarah attended classes at 
the Bible school and progressed amaz-
ingly well in her linguistic skills. She 
translated for Bro. Shelton and Bro. 
Vanwinkle when they preached for us 
and did an exceptional job. Victor and 

Cement being pumped to the roof

2nd level roof slab

Sarah translating for Bro. Shelton

Sarah translating for Bro. Vanwinkle

Ziona did their school work and were in-
volved in youth activities in the church. 
Victor also had a hand in a lot of the con-
struction work. Liz was busy with home 
schooling, house keeping, distributing 
clothes etc. We helped her put on a pup-
pet seminar in San Miguel Petapa to over 
30 teachers and youth workers from 7 
churches. She also makes puppets and 
does seminars on puppet making.

Sis. Pennington teaching puppet seminar

Making the puppets work

 We want to thank the Lord for the 
window of opportunity we have to work 
with these precious people, and for your 
faithful prayer and support that makes it 
all possible. Our prayers are with you.
                         The Penningtons
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July/August 2008

The Penningtons

Joyful, Eager Graduates

Dear Friends,
 Jesus said in John 10:16 ...”oth-
er sheep have I... them also I must 
bring.” Our good Shepherd laid down 
His life for all of humanity to be a part 
of God’s sheepfold. On May 31st, 6 
more students from EDEVAN-OBI 
finished their studies and graduated. 
Please pray for them as they enter var-
ious fields of labor in Guatemala, (3) 
Honduras, (2) and Mexico (1). They 
join the great Shepherd in seeking the 
lost, feeding the flock, and following 
God’s leading. 

 We began the “Sembrando la pa-
labra” (Sowing the word) broadcast 
on June 2nd. This is a daily 1/2 hour 
radio program ministry of EDEVAN-
OBI. We are on the air every day ex-
cept Tuesday and Sunday from 2:30-
3:00 pm CST. You can tune in online 
at  www.radiovea.org. This is a pow-
erful network of stations called V.E.A. 
(Evangelical Voice of America). They 
reach a potential audience of 20 mil-
lion. If you would like to contribute 
towards the air time, it is $12. per day, 
$60. per week, $240. per month. We 
would appreciate any financial help 
in using this evangelistic and promo-
tional tool.

Juan Carlos and Lupe

Brother Pennington

 Two OBI interns are spending the 
summer in Guatemala. Felicia Adolphson, 
and Sara McDonald are actively involved 
in the church services, outreaches, radio 
ministry and physical upkeep and repairs 
of the mission work. From eating ants to 
ministering in Spanish, they are learning 
the culture and gaining valuable mission-
ary training.

Felicia Adolphson, Sarah Pennington, Sara McDonald                    
Upper: Handing out Graduation programs

Lower: Cleaning new floor tile

 A sad note to our newsletter is the pass-
ing of Brother Atillo Contrerras, founder 
of Macedonian Mission (a denomination 
of 38 churches). He taught for 18 years at 
what is now known as EDEVAN-OBI and 

Brother and Sister Contrerras

was a staunch supporter of the school. 
His church of over 1000 members in 
Guatemala City will miss him greatly. 
He was a precious brother with a sweet 
spirit as witnessed by the large crowd 
(over 1500) attending his funeral in the 
rain.

Brother Atillio Contrerras funeral

 We restarted Sunday evening ser-
vices in Villa Hermosa on June 8th. 
The new doors and parapet wall on 
the 3rd level changed the look of the 
building. We are believing God for  
about $5,000. to finish the 2nd floor 
construction before the year’s end. We 
also need $2500. to build pews, $3,000. 
for a P. A. system, and $1500. to paint 
the exterior. Please be in prayer about 
these needs.

June 8th service in Vida Abundante Church

Building with Parapet wall and new doors

 As always, we never take for grant-
ed the sacrificial prayer and financial 
support of you our mission partners. 
“This is the Lord’s doing, and it is mar-
velous in our eyes.” 
  ..............................................   
 Thanks for all you do.
 The Penningtons
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Sept/Oct 2008

The Penningtons

Current students fall 2008

Greetings Friends!
 The work of the kingdom of God 
continues in Guatemala.  In July, 18 
students enrolled for the fall semester 
at EDEVAN.   Columbia, Guatemala, 
Mexico and Nicaragua are represented. 
Students are busy with classes, evange-
lism, work study and drama outreaches.
 On July 25th & 26th we went with 

Victor Orantes (1987 graduate) to Tu-
curu, Coban, Alta Verapaz where he 
has a ministry among the indigenous 
Kek’chi′ people. We preached to near-
ly 300 people there in an all Kek’chi′ 
church, then to about 40 Kek’chi′ pas-
tors the following day. Brother Victor is 
offering Bible school courses to these 
rural pastors one Saturday each month.  
Some pastors walked as far as 6-7 miles 
over the mountains to get there, others 
traveled 3 1/2 hours by bus.  It was an 
honor to speak to these men of God who 
are hungry for Biblical training.  Pray 
for this EDEVAN alumni’s ministry.  

Indigenous Kek’chi′ congregation

 David Musser and Patty McDonald 
(Neosho MO) came to visit July 22nd - 
26th. Brother Musser assisted with elec-
trical work.
 Our summer interns, Felicia Adolph-
son and Sara McDonald returned to the 
USA August 12th. They were a real 
blessing to the local congregation, staff 
and students alike.  We trust they learned 
a lot and will use their  skills and experi-

Kek’chi’ pastors receiving new Bible school courses

ence to further their missionary ministry in 
the future. A trip to Volcan Pacaya with the 
students highlighted their last Saturday with 
us.

Interns and current students at volcano

 We put new light fixtures in the Villa 
Hermosa Church. Brother Lupercio Castillo 
will be the new pastor. The official “break” 
with the mother church in Los Alamos will 
begin in September.  Pray for the people here 
during this transition period.  We are excited 
about this new church.      Work continues on 
the second level with bathroom and kitchen 
walls, plumbing and electrical installation.  
A big thanks to Brother James Stoker, Jersey 
GA for the finances to continue this project. 
The Lord willing we hope to have dedica-
tion services early in 2009.

 Another building project we are in-
volved with is located in Las Vadas, Saca-

New light fixtures and Pastor Lupercio Castillo

Church construction Las Vados

Upstairs bathroom walls

pa.  After much excavation and founda-
tion work, retaining walls are 15 blocks 
high, and the old daub and stick church 
is ready to be used as backfill for the 
new building.

 In Cruz de Valle, on August 21st we 
helped baptize 3 new sisters in the Lord. 
A message in tongues and interpretation 
testified of God’s mighty presence wit-
nessing this ordinance of His church. It 
stands in my mind as the best baptism 
service I ever attended.  Later in the eve-
ning service, we dedicated 9 children af-
ter ministering in sermon and song. 

Baptism service Cruz de Valle

 On August 24th we traveled to 
Tuilcanab’aj, Concepción Chíquiricha-
pa, Quetzaltenango to be with pastor Te-
odoro  Juarez (95 alumnus) and family.  
The indigenous “Mam” congregation of 
over 200 had a Holy Ghost breakthrough 
service.  Pastor Teodoro translated my 
Spanish, preaching into “Mam” and a 
man came forward for Salvation.  All 
of the prayer, time, finances and energy 
that we put into missions is for this result 
– souls for the kingdom.
 We missionaries live by faith – faith 
in God and faith in our fellow helpers. 
We rely on your prayer and financial 
support. 
      At this time our general fund needs a 
financial boost to keep money available 
to run  the Bible school.  Please make 
this a matter of prayer as  you give to 
this ministry. We really appreciate your 
faithfulness.
   For Souls,
   The Penningtons



30 years of service.  
We are digging  and 
installing a new sys-
tem which should be 
operational before 
the end of the year.

Greetings to our Friends & Supporters!
 It doesn’t seem possible that it is 
time for the last newsletter of 2008!  
So much has happened, and been 
accomplished, yet there is still so 
much to do in the closing months.  
Let us catch you up on the news 
from Guatemala for Sept. / Oct.

 We converted the old shower 
area for men into a laundry area for 

Nov/Dec 2008

The Penningtons

Scott Sumner family ministering in song

       Anson Miller 
came to Guatemala 
on Sept. 9th to stay 
until early Decem-
ber.  He interned 
with us for 2 sum-
mers (06-07), and 

is now helping us in the ministry 
here, preaching, working with the 
national staff in the churches, Bible 
School, radio, construction etc.  He 
is a blessing in many ways.  Anson 
is raising his own support and will 
be itinerating next spring for OBI 
Guatemala. Designated support for 
Anson can be sent to: OBI Guate-
mala, PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 
64850.

Additional Staffing

Compound Improvements

Rudy mixing cement for the laundry room

New laundry area

Columbian student with 
Bro. Anson digging new 

septic system

Convocation 2008

our staff. They are thankful to have 
this nice area and machines for per-
sonal and ministry use.

Villa Hermosa

Baptisms

 The  Scott Sumner family, mis-
sionaries to Honduras, came and min-

Bible School
istered to us during convocation Sep-
tember 25-27.  We had a great time of 
worship, preaching and anointed altar 
services. Seven received Jesus as their 
saviour and many alumni attended 
to show their support for the school. 
The alumni meeting was encouraging 
as they pledged to help with gifts of 
food... etc., for the Bible School.

General Fund Support

 On September 7th Brother Lupe 
Castillo was installed as pastor of the 
church in Villa Hermosa. There are 
over 20 new converts in this church in 
less than 2 months. On October 12th 
there were 115 in attendance.  God is 
truly blessing all the prayers, hard work 
and finances that have been poured 
into this endeavor.  Work continues on 
the second level construction, (walls, 
plumbing, electrical, windows, etc,) 
as we progress towards the projected 
spring 2009 dedication of this building.  
Thanks to all who are making this pos-
sible with your generous support.  

 On September 28th, Brother 
Lupe and Brother Anson baptized 
8 new converts from Villa Hermo-
sa in a river near Esquintla, while 

Lupe and Anson baptizing in river

Brother Juan Carlos and I baptized 
8 new converts from the Los Ala-
mos Church in a swimming pool 
near the compound. 

 The students left on their practi-
cum ministries October 10-13. They 
will return for graduation ceremo-
nies on November 15th.  Four more 
graduates will enter the harvest field 
for the Master. Pray for these four 
young men and for the returning 
students, as well as for God’s will 
in sending us new students for the 
2009 spring semester.  God willing 
we will have graduation pictures in 
the January / February newsletter.

Bro. Anson and Bro. ??????? preparing to baptize

Anson Miller

 Most of us are feeling the crunch 
of our economic times. We here at 
OBI Guatemala are no exception. 
A decline in general funding dona-
tions over several months has been 
experienced. We need financial help 
in this area. If you could be a bless-
ing at this time we would greatly 
appreciate it. Thanks for all your 
faithfulness to God’s kingdom!
    
    For the harvest,
    The Pennington’s

 The septic system for the admin-
istration housing is collapsing after 
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	 Construction	 work	 continues	 on	 the	
second	level	at	the	church	in	Villa	Hermo-
sa.	New	windows,	bathroom,	and	kitchen	
walls are finished and Sunday school 
rooms	 are	 being	 built	 at	 this	 time.	 If	 all	
goes	well	we	plan	to	have	a	dedication	of	
this building in April. We need to finish the 

Greetings Friends & Supporters!
	 These	 are	 challenging	 times	 as	
we	head	into	2009.	With	the	political	
changes	coming,	the	economic	reces-
sion,	evil	waxing	worse	and	the	rum-
bling of the nations as they align with 
end time prophecy, we have a lot to 
seek	 and	 trust	 the	Lord	 about.	 In	 the	
mean	 time,	 the	work	of	 the	kingdom	
continues.

pursue	their	calling	into	God’s	minis-
try. We are believing the Lord for good 
reports from these dedicated young 
people. January 12th we will begin the 
spring	semester	anticipating	20-25	stu-
dents	from	5	countries	.

Jan/Feb	2009

The Penningtons

 On November 15th we had four 
graduates	 complete	 their	 education	
at	 EDEVAN-OBI.	 Our	 speaker	 was	
Brother	 Cecilio	 Cabezas	 from	 Pana-
ma.	 He	 is	 the	 national	 evangelist	 for	
600	Four Square	Churches	in	Panama,	
and really encouraged the graduates to 

Graduation

Bro.	Miller	Itinerating
	 Brother	 Anson	 Miller	 re-
turned home to the U.S. De-
cember	3rd	to	itinerate.	He	was	

Future	Campus	Projects

2nd floor electrical, plumbing, flooring 
and	painting.	Thanks	 to	all	who	have	
contributed financially and physically 
to make this vision a reality. We need 
about	$5,000.00	more	to	complete	the	
project.	

	 In	Ozark	Bible	Institute’s	publica-
tion, “The Standard Bearer”, we have 
updates	 about	 OBI	 Guatemala.	 For	
the	Jan./Feb.	 issue,	we	featured	some	
campus	 projects	 that	 we	 are	 believ-
ing	God		to	help	us	with.	We	mention	
them here in the newsletter in case you 
don’t receive “The Standard Bearer”. 
If you would like to receive it, contact 
the OBI offices at 417-451-2057 or e-
mail:	 OBI@Juno.com.	 The	 projects	
for	the	campus	in	Guatemala	are:	
 ●Main building, replacing wooden 
rafters	 and	 laminate	 tile	 with	 metal	
rafters and roofing. Estimated cost 
$15-20,000.
    ●Terracing 200 yards of eroding 
hillside. Estimated cost $8-10,000.
    ●Replace 250 ft. of sidewalk and 
school entry way, estimated cost $4-
6,000.
    ●Finish upper level of men’s dorm, 
plaster, interior walls, and flooring. 
Estimated	cost	$3500-5,000.
    ●Office equipment, copier, shelv-
ing,	 desk	 furniture.	 Estimated	 cost	
$2800-3500.
	 God	 has	 proved	 Himself	 faithful	
in	the	past	to	provide	for	the	work	He		
has	called	us	to	do.	In	these	times	we	
need to pray for our finances― our 
national,	 personal	 and	 spiritual	 in-
vestments.	We	 give	 abundant	 thanks	
to	God	 for	 faithful	 supporters	 of	 the	
ministry of OBI Guatemala. Have a 
blessed year. Enjoy the calendar fea-
turing	 graduates	 of	 EDEVAN-OBI	
and	their	ministries.	Look	for	Jesus	to	
come everyday!
		 	 	 For	the	harvest,
		 	 	 The	Pennington’s

a	great	blessing	while	here	in	Guatemala.	
His	plans	are	to	return	next	summer	for	an	
extended stay.  Pray for him as he ministers 
in the states, and for finances to be raised.

2009 Graduates

Construction	Continues

Exterior view of new windows above
Interior view below

Graduates praying L to R: Bernardo Orozco, 
Marco Tulio Garcia, Jorge Mario Hernandez, all 

from Guatemala, Luis Cortez, from Columbia

New kitchen and bathroom walls

Area where Sunday school rooms are to be constructed

L to R: Brother Carlos, Nicaraguan  pastor,
Cecilio Cabezas, Evangelist from Panama and 

Juan Carlos national director EDEVAN-OBI

Set up for service
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and plumbing work is now being done, 
and granite/tile flooring is scheduled to 
begin in early March. We have planned a 
dedication service for Sunday, March 29th 
at 2:00 pm. It will be a great celebration 
of God’s faithfulness. Thanks to everyone 
whose generosity has made this vision 
become a reality. Many lives have been 
touched already by the services in this 
facility. The potential for reaching souls 
for God’s kingdom in this location is 
incredible.
 The Monte de Santidad church in 
Los Vados is progressing. The old daub 
and stick church has been demolished 
and used as backfill for the new church. 
The walls are now 6 blocks high. The 
congregation is meeting in the home of 
Pastor Saul during construction. Pray 
with us for finances to help them continue 
building.

Dear Friends; 
 Greetings from Guatemala! 
We began a new semester January 12th 
with 24 students from 4 countries. They 
are dedicated and taking their training 

receiving Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Others have been saved in the services at 
both churches as well. What a blessing it 
is when folks pay the price for revival.
 The main building on campus is 
freshly painted thanks to the men of the 
Los Alamos Church who donated their 
time and money to this effort. It is an 
encouragement to see them take interest 

Mar/Apr 2009

The Penningtons

seriously as is exemplified by 15 of them 
fasting and praying during breakfast and 
lunch for the first 2 weeks of this term, 
and many frequently fasting and praying 
some each week. God has honored their 
sincerity by the moving of His Spirit in 
classes, and by positive responses in their 
evangelism. In the first 6 weeks (thru 
Feb. 23) 1,618 tracts were distributed 
with 844 people evangelized and 45 

in the maintenance of the property. The new 
septic system for administration housing is 
completed, and new wall paper now adorns 
the hallways of the women’s quarters.

 Our radio ministry is reaching 
out to a vast audience 5 days a week. 
Each week we receive contacts from 
listeners for prayer, to give monetary or 
food donations, or for inquiries about the 
school. While on evangelism recently at a 
park, a woman told us that she‘s a regular 
listener to our broadcast. Invite your 
Spanish friends to listen online at www.
radiovea.org  1:30 – 2:00 CST. Students, 
staff, and alumni participate in this 
ministry. If you would like to join others 
in supporting this facet of the mission 
work for $12 per day, please designate 
your offering accordingly.
 March will be a busy time for 
us. We have 6 services scheduled in 
Honduras on a 5 day trip, 7 other outreach/
promotional services in various areas of 
Guatemala, a baptismal service for the 
Los Alamos church, and the dedication 
service in Villa Hermosa. Please pray for 
anointing and traveling mercies for our 
family. Words are inadequate to convey 
our heartfelt appreciation for your prayers 
and financial support for this ministry. 
God abundantly bless each of you is our 
constant petition.
 In His Vineyard,
 The Pennington family
“That the residue of men might seek after 
the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom 
my name is called, saith the Lord, who 
doeth all these things”  (Acts 15:17).

 After 2 years of hard work and 
sacrificial giving, the Villa Hermosa church 
building project is nearing completion. 
Second level walls are finished, electrical 

Current Students Spring 2009

Progress on church in Los Vados

Students praying with three young men

Newly painted main campus building

New septic for staff housing completed

Men of Los Alamos Church painting Main Building

Women students witnessing

2nd level SS room walls

Young man praying for salvation
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	 A	couple	of	the	10	outreach	/	promotional	
services	 we	 had	 in	 Guatemala	 were	 to	
graduates	 of	 EDEVAN	 OBI.	 We	 traveled	
across	 mountains	 40	 miles	 for	 3	 hours	 to	
Saltan	 to	 minister	 for	 Jacob	 (06	 grad.)	 in	

Dear	Friends;	
	 Greetings!	Let	us	share	some	of	the	
things	 God	 has	 done	 for	 us	 in	 the	 last	 few	
months.	

Iriona,	Los	Cocuales,	and	Palacias	along	the	
northern	 coast	 to	 visit	 alumni	 of	 the	 Bible	
School,	and	minister	in	their	churches.	These	
are	 Garifuna	 and	 Mesquito	 congregations.	

May/June	2009

The Penningtons with son Jason, Vickie and Chloe

	 In	early	March,	Brother	Juan	Carlos,	his	
son	 Abdiel,	 Brother	 Lupe,	 Brother	 Adelso	
Vargas,	 Brother	 Camilito	 and	 myself	 went	
to	 Honduras	 for	 a	 week.	 We	 visited	 the	
Sumner	 family	 in	Danli,	ministered	 in	 their	
church	 and	 at	 a	 police	 academy.	They	 took	
us	all	on	a	plane	ride	which	was	exciting	for	
the	brethren.	Next	we	 traveled	 to	La	Ceiba,	

Honduras	Trip

Our	 graduates	 are	 planning	 to	 pioneer	 new	
churches	in	out	lying	areas	this	year.	Pray	for	
them	 as	 they	 pursue	 God’s	 calling	 to	 their	
native	people.	Also	4-6	young	people	 from	
these	churches	are	planning	to	come	to	Bible	
school	in	Guatemala	next	semester	(July).

this	rural	Indian	village.	He	has	been	there	for	1	
year	and	the	church	has	grown	from	4	to	about	25	
members.	In	Semillero	we	ministered	for	Brother	

	 We	were	privileged	to	have	our	son,	Jason,	
wife	 Vickie,	 and	 especially	 granddaughter	
Chloe,	come	and	minister	with	us	for	several	
weeks.	They	were	a	blessing	in	many	ways,	
preaching	 in	 the	 local	 churches,	 weekly	 on	
the	radio,	and	several	outreach	services.	Also	
they	ministered	while	on	evangelism	with	the	
students	and	worked	on	various	construction	
projects.	 We	 appreciate	 their	 ministry	 and	
look	forward	to	future	times	of	working	with	
them	here	in	Guatemala.

Family	Help

17 year old boy healed

Saltan congregation with Pastor Jacob

Celin (June 08 grad.),  Pastor Timeteo, 
Guillermo (June 08 grad.), with Bro. Pennington 

in Los Cocuales, Honduras

Bro. Pennington, Hector (Nov 07 grad.)
and Pastor Elias in Palacias, Honduras

Pastor Josué (05 alumnus and family)
Iriona, Honduras

Outreach

Marco	Tulio	 (08	grad.)	who	has	 taken	 a	 church	
right on the Pacific coast. In Mariamendez on 

Semillero Church with Pastor Marco Tulio
the	Passion	River	 (12	hours	north	of	Guatemala	
City,	near	Peten)	we	ministered	for	Brother	Oscar	
Tubac	(05	grad.)	On	April	3rd	 in	Xejuyup	(near	
San Antonio Suchitepequez) among a Kí che 
congregation	 God	 miraculously	 healed	 a	 young	
man	17	years	old	who	couldn’t	stand	or	walk.

	 On	 Mar.	 22nd	 we	 had	 another	 baptismal	
service	 for	 the	Los	Alamos	 church.	Nine	young	
people were baptized including our daughter, 
Ziona. The waves were pretty high in the Pacific, 
but	I	suspect	the	rejoicing	in	heaven	was	higher	as	
these	converts	obeyed	the	command	of	Jesus.

Baptismal

Dad and big brother Jason baptizing Ziona

	 After	 two	 years	 of	 much	 construction	
work,	 we	 had	 a	 dedication	 service	 for	 the	
building,	 pastor	 and	 congregation	 at	 the	
church	in	Villa	Hermosa.	We	were	privileged	
to	 have	 Brother	 and	 Sister	 Tim	 Stoker,	
former	 directors	 of	 the	 mission	 under	 Call	
to	Holiness	Missions,	Brother	James	Stoker,	
Tim’s	father,	and		Sister	Grace	Smith	(founder	
K. A. Smith’s wife) come and participate in 
the	dedication	service.	Brother	Tim	preached	
about	Bethel	and	building	a	house	of	God.

Baptismal candidates and others

Dedication	at	
Villa	Hermosa

Dedication service 

Dedication Prayer for Church,  congregation, and Pastor
	 We	had	280	in	attendance,	with	marimbas,	
mariachies,	 and	 a	 wonderful	 meal	 prepared	
by	the	ladies	of	the	church.	The	best	part	of	
the	service	was	when	pastor	Lupe	interrupted	
the	mariachies’	 singing	 to	 give	 an	 altar	 call	
for	salvation,	and	8	people	came	forward	to	
accept	God’s	great	gift	of	redemption.

	 Saving	lost	souls	is	the	passion	of	Christ,	
and	 of	 true	 missions	 work.	 Thanks	 to	 each	
one who have prayed, sacrificially given of 
your finances, and labored with your hands to 
see	this	mission	work	continue	for	the	glory	
of	God.	May	God’s	blessings	be	yours.	
Love,
The	Penningtons
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	 A	 terrific	 group	 of	 men	 came	
June	1-8	on	a	work/ministry	mission	
trip	 to	 help	 Brother	 Pedro	 Suarez	
(03	 grad)	 work	 on	 the	 church	

Greetings	to	all	of	our	friends!
	 The	months	of	May	and	June	
were	a	busy	time	for	the	work	in	
Guatemala.	The	students	left	for	
their	practicum	work	with	various	
pastors	in	several	countries	April	
26th,	then	returned	for	our	spring	
graduation	May	30th.	We	had	3	

	 There	are	6	second	semester	
students	 and	 11	 first	 semester	
returning	 July	 3rd,	 along	 with	
10-15	new	 students	 to	 start	 the	
summer/fall	semester.	Pray	that	
God	 will	 direct	 our	 staff	 and	
provide	 everything	 necessary	
for	a	successful	term.

July/August	2009

The Penningtons

graduates,	all	from	Guatemala	-	
Napoleon	Garcia	from	San	Juan	
Sacatapequez,	Walter	Peréz	from	
Escuintla,	 and	 Evelyn	 Alvarez	
from	Santa	Rosa.	 (90	+	people	
from	her	church	rode	in	2	buses	
for	the	ceremony).

Graduation

	 On	May	31st,	we	had	a	baptismal	
service	 for	 the	 Villa	 Hermosa	
church,	in	Lake	Atitlan.	Pastor	Lupe	
Castillo	 had	 a	 triple	 wedding	 for	
four	of	the	baptismal	candidates	two	
weeks	prior	to	the	baptism	service,	
who	 had	 gotten	 saved	 but	 were	
not	 married	 to	 their	 companions.	
Changed	lives	testify		of	the	reality	
of	conversion.	Thank	God	for	those	

building	 where	 he	 pastors	 in	
El	 Tejar,	 near	 Chimaltenango.	
Pastor	Randy	Snow	and	6	men	
from	 his	 congregation	 of	 Faith	
Tabernacle	 A/G	 in	 Denton,	
Texas	and	Brother	Terry	Miles,	
with	2	of	his	sons,	and	a	nephew	
from	 Bible	 Holiness	 A/G	 in	
Neosho,	MO	worked	 alongside	
nationals	for	4	days	building	up	
the	walls	of	the	House	of	Prayer	
church.	 Their	 accomplishment	
was	 amazing,	 considering	 the	
size	 of	 the	building,	 time	 span,	
and	 weather	 conditions.	 God	
poured	 out	 His	 Spirit	 in	 the	 5	
services	 they	 participated	 in.	
Many	lives	were	encouraged	by	
their	 messages	 and	 sacrificial	
endeavors.

who	 repent,	believe,	and	obey	 the	
gospel	of	Jesus	Christ!

Evelyn Alvarez,  Walter Peréz, Napoleon Garcia

	 Anson	 Miller	 and	 his	 new	
bride	 Tabitha	 (Riggs)	 will	
be	 arriving	 	 to	 work	 with	 the	
mission	 June	 25th	 thru	August	
20th.	 Anson	 is	 no	 stranger	 to	
the	 work	 here	 and	 they	 will	
be	 beneficial	 in	 many	 areas	 of	
ministry,	(outreach,	evangelism,	
radio	 etc).	We	 look	 forward	 to	
working	with	them.

	 Our	 hearts	 are	 full	 of	
gratitude	to	God	and	our	faithful	
supporters	 as	 we	 contemplate	
the	great	things	God	has	wrought	
in	 many	 lives	 just	 this	 year!	
Continue	believing	God	with	us	
for	more	 victories	 as	 we	move	
into	the	second	half	of	2009.
Love	the	Penningtons

Enrollment

Baptismal	Service

Missions	Team	

L to R: Phil Moreino, Bro. Pennington, Timothy Miles, 
Dewayne Silva, Jerry Silva, Randy Snow, Pastor Pedro, 
Caleb Williams, Robin Williams, James Miles, Don 
Brown, Bobby Thomas, Terry Miles 

Church after teams labors

Anson and Tabitha

Missionary	Assistants

2nd Semester students

1st Semester students
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Work goes on at the church in Villa 
Hermosa as we continue to wrap up this 
project as funds permit. Brother Teddy Buit, 
our caretaker at the church is a welder by trade 
and has constructed metal stairs to the second 
level. Now we have stairs fore and aft to 
facilitate usage. We need funds to finish them 
($250 for hand rails, paint, and step pads). 
Brother Teddy has built all of the windows 
and doors for this building and has done 
a tremendous job. It is in my heart to give 
this brother a generous offering for all of his 
labors. He is a faithful, humble servant of the 
Lord, well deserving of your consideration. 
Please designate any donations for this need 
as “stair project”.

Greetings to all our friends! 
We are in the midst of the 2nd semester for 

this year with 23 students enrolled. There are 
16 from Guatemala, 4 from Mexico, 2 from 
Nicaragua, and 1 from Honduras. They are 
involved daily in classes, evangelism, church 
services, duties, devotions… etc. 

“It seems that the violence in the streets 
has been steadily increasing over the last 20 
months here in our area. Just down the hill 
from the school (A stone’s throw) there have 
been 6 shootings, four of them fatalities, in 
the last two weeks of August. Seeing corpses 
laying in their own blood on the street or 
sidewalk while going about routine duties 
in the city is a fairly common occurrence. 
Hearing gunshots go off is a daily thing in 

Sept/Oct 2009

The Penningtons

We had a Kid’s day at the church in 
Los Alamos August 16th and several of the 
students participated in the ministry to a 
group of attentive children. On a weekly basis 
we have several outreach services they are 
involved in by singing, preaching, and drama 
presentations, as well as promoting the Bible 
school. These are local (Guatemala City area) 
and regional including all of Guatemala and 
various bordering countries.

the neighborhood of the school. Students have 
been robbed at gun or knife point while going 
to buy bread or tortillas for the school. Please 
keep us, our staff, students and church members 
in prayer. Pray for a national revival, a change in 
political sentiments, and a binding of the powers 
of darkness in Central America.”

We were privileged to have newlyweds Anson 
and Tabitha Miller working here from June 25 
– August 20. Anson is an old hand, having been 
here 4 times, but it was the first time for Tabitha 
and she was getting adjusted to the culture and 
learning the language better. We appreciate their 
endeavors for the Lord in assisting the national 
staff, radio, outreach, evangelism and of course 
some physical work as well called manual labor. 
They went with us and preached in El Salvador 
one weekend and got to eat their national food, 
pupusas, fresh on the border. Anson kept a busy 
schedule of preaching 3-5 times a week in our 
churches and outreach services.

Finances are a consideration for any 
ministry, and like most, we have felt the 
pressure of the current recession in our 
accounts receivable. Real security does not, 
indeed cannot, rest in the values and fortunes 
of this passing world. Our faith sustains us in 
these trying times, our faith in God, and our 
faith in His servants. The work here would 
not be in operation without the faithfulness 
of God, moving upon His faithful servants 
to share their material wealth. The general 
fund that pays for everything not designated, 
needs a financial boost at this time. Pray with 
us about this situation. Thank you so much 
for your prayers and support.

Our love and prayers,

The Penningtons

On another 
trip to El Salvador, 
August 23rd, we 
ministered for 2 
alumni of the Bible 
school. Brother 
Reuben Lemus (06 
grad) is pioneering 
a church -Roca 
Eterna- in Lourdes, 
and has been having 
services for 1 ½ 
years. They have 
expanded their 
building since we 
preached for their 
inauguration service in March of 2008. Brother 
Juan Martinez (88 grad) pastors the Mission 
Ebenezer church in Grecia. He has been there at 
this pastorate for nine years. We had a good time 
of worship and fellowship with these brethren, 
their families and congregations.

Brother Anson Miller preaching in Villa Nueva
outreach service

Staircase in villa hermosa

Current Student body and staff

Children looking on with intense interest

Students dressed as Clowns with children

Penningtons by Roca Eterna church 
Lourdes, El Salvador

Worship service at Grecia, El Salvador
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Construction projects continue to 
progress toward completion. In January 
we are anticipating a group from  
Texarkana, TX to come and help work 

Greetings to our friends! 
“The Lord hath done great things 

for us whereof we are glad.” This 
scripture comes to mind as we reflect 
back on the last few months.

and plan for the future. Brother 
Garang Athian from Sudan Africa 
(98 graduate) preached the evening 
services. Our theme was “Building 
your ministry.” Brother Garang was 
a blessing. His work continues to  
be touched by the hand of God in 
Sudan. In June and July while he was 
in the U.S.A. attending Literature 
Evangelism school, we were able 

Nov/Dec 2009

The Penningtons

We had a great alumni convention 
Sept. 24-26 with 50+ alumni coming 
together from all over Guatemala and 
other countries to fellowship, worship, 

to itinerate with him in 17 services, 
raising over $15,000 for equipment 
in the medical clinic in Sudan. A big 
thank you to many of you for helping 
in this effort.

We had another baptismal service 
for the church in Los Alamos on 
Sunday Sept. 27th. Pastor Juan Carlos 

on the church in Los Vados, Sacapa. In 
Chimaltenango the church is ready for 
roof installation. We hope to do this in 

and family are such an inspiration as they 
labor for the Lord. We really appreciate 
them and your prayers for the church on 
the campus of the Bible school.

We were privileged to have Brother 
Harry Greaves come by and visit us while 
in the country. He ministered on campus 
Sunday morning Sept  20th and then at 
Smyrna Camino Biblico in zone 18 for 
pastor Julio that evening. We are always 
glad to have fellowship.

Baptismal Candidates

Portion of alumni attending alumni convention

Bro Garang preaching at alumni convention 

Altar service at alumni convention

Bro. Harry Greaves ministering in zone 18 

Los Vados church, front view

February, Lord willing, with the help 
of Faith Tabernacle A/G, Denton, 
TX. We still need additional funds to 
finish the 2nd and 3rd levels of our 
own church in Villa Hermosa. ($1500-
$2000) Please pray with us about this 
matter. We would like to finalize this 
project by this spring.

The Lord saved a lady named 
Blondy in Villa Hermosa after Pastor 
Lupe visited her in August. She had 
been severly injured in a terrorist 

Further construction at Chimaltenango

attack and then relocated close to 
some church members. God has done 
a great work in her soul. Her daughter 
received Jesus as her saviour October 
9th. We pray for her complete physical 
recovery and the rest of her family’s 
salvation.

The Bible school students are on 
their practicums now (October 16 - 
November 18) working with various 
pastors throughout Central America. 
They will return for the graduation 
ceremonies on November 21st. At 
that time 6 will graduate and begin 
their ministries that God has called 
them to. This graduating class is 
very dedicated. The intensity of their 
devotion over the 3 semesters of 
attendance at the Institute has been 
obvious and contagious.

We trust each of you will have a 
wonderful holiday season. It is our 
privilege to serve in the capacity that 
God has put us in. Your continued 
prayers and financial support keep 
this ministry moving forward. Thank 
you for your sacrifices.

  For Souls
  The Penningtons

Blondy with daughters
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	 Sister	 Marianna	 Cruz	 will	 return	 to	
the	school	to	be	our	new	cook.	She	formerly	
worked	 for	 the	school	 in	 this	capacity	 for	a	
number	of	years.	It	is	a	pleasure	to	welcome	
her	back.	

Greetings	friends	and	supporters;
	 “When	 I	 was	 a	 child,	 I	 wept	
because	time	crept.	But	when	I	became	a	
man,	time	ran.	As	older	still	I	grew,	time	
flew.” This old adage comes to mind 
whenever	 the	turn	of	 the	year	occurs.	It	
seems we are in the flying stage at this 
juncture	of	our	life.

		 Brother	 Byron	 Maldonado,	
former	 teacher	 at	 the	 Bible	 school	 and	
pastor	in	Boca	de	Monte,	was	the	keynote	
speaker.	Attendance	was	good,	and	God’s	
presence	was	there	in	a	special	way	as	the	
staff,	student	body,	families,	friends	and	
church	 members	 celebrated	 with	 these	
graduates.

Jan/Feb	2010

The Penningtons	 Let	 us	 catch	 you	 up	 on	 the	
happenings	 during	 November	 and	
December.	 We	 had	 another	 tremendous	
graduation	ceremony	on	November	21st.	
Six	more	young	people	completed	 their	
studies	 and	 departed	 to	 their	 various	
fields of labor, whether pastoring a church 
or working in their home church. Two 
graduates	 are	 from	 Chiapas,	 Mexico,	
and	the	others	are	from	different	parts	of	
Guatemala.

	 We	 are	 saying	 good	 bye	 to	 a	
faithful	worker.	Sister	Veronica	Navarre	

	 Sister	Felicia	Adolphson	(2002	OBI	
grad)	 returned	 to	 Guatemala	 December	 8th	
and	will	be	here	until	February.	She	interned	
at	 the	 mission	 the	 summer	 of	 08.	 She	 is	
working	 with	 the	 national	 staff	 assisting	
in	 evangelism,	 church	 services,	 radio	 and	
other	 areas	 of	 ministry.	 We	 appreciate	 her	
dedication	and	burden	for	the	work.

has	 been	 our	 cook	 for	 9	 years,	 and	 a	 good	
one	she	is!	After	the	death	of	her	mother	last	
spring	she	inherited	her	mother’s	home,	about	
100	km	north,	near	the	border	of	El	Salvador.	
This and health reasons led to her retirement. 
She	 moved	 with	 her	 daughter,	Angela,	 and	
new son in law Rudy on December 22. They 
will	be	missed.	

Felicia Adolphson testifying at the
dedication service of Villa Hemosa Church

 The Lord willing we will be in 
Guatemala	January	14	–	April	13.	A	new	
semester	 begins	 January	 11	 with	 20-25	
students	 expected.	 We	 always	 teach	 an	
English	class	on	Monday	nights	during	the	
spring	semester.	Aside	from	involvement	
in	 all	 the	 facets	 of	 ministry	 (churches,	
Bible	school,	outreach,	evangelism,	radio,	
local	 construction,	 etc),	 we	 anticipate	
hosting	 2-3	 work	 groups	 this	 spring	 to	
labor	on	churches	in	outlying	areas.	We	
are	 thankful	 for	 your	 prayers	 for	 our	
family	and	the	work	for	the	kingdom	that	
we	 participate	 in.	 Please	 include	 God’s	
protection,	 anointing	 and	 good	 health	
along with financial provision in your 
prayers.	
Have	a	great	year	in	the	Lord!	 	

           The Penningtons

Graduation

November 2009 graduates

Brother Byron Maldonado preaching graduation

Farewell

Marianna Cruz  far right our new cook and family

Missionary Helper

Sis Veronica retiring

Welcome Back

Pastors praying for graduates

To Guatemala

Vehicles: 
85	Dodge	Van	transmission......... $1500
97	Hyundai	shocks,	struts,	
springs	........................................... $450

Villa Hermosa Church:
Metal	staircase	handrails,	
footpads,	painting	.......................... $300
S.	S.	room	&	bathroom,	kitchen	door	
and	trim	installation	...................... $500
Floor	tile	for	landing	and	2	small	areas	
(300	sq	ft)	...................................... $375

Radio Sponsorship:
$12	per	day	needing	20	sponsors	per	
month

Los Alamos Campus:
Sidewalk	repair	(200	ft)	................ $600
Cement	steps	to	outer	
mountain	path	................................ $400
Landscaping	on	north	border	of	
property	to	control	bank	erosion
(approximately	250	ft)	.....$3000-$4000

Roof replacement:
Termite damaged rafters replaced with 
metal	.........................$10,000	-	$12,000

General Fund Monthly Support:
Our	 costs	 to	 operate	 the	 mission	 work	
averages	 $5500	 per	 month.	 Over	 the	
past	6-8	months	we	have	not	maintained	
this	cost	in	monthly	gross	receipts.

Projects listed below are Home 
Projects that need attention. If you 
can be of help it will be appreciat-
ed, if not please pray that God will 
make it possible for us to accom-
plish them in a timely manner.
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work! Three of the men were in their 
70's, including Bob Pennington 
(Mike's father), which goes to show 
again that you are never too old to be 
involved in missions. We appreciate 
this group's generosity in supplying 
the material and exertions to see 
these things accomplished.
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 Mar/Apr 2010

“Training for ministry at home and abroad”

Dear friends, 
Once again we are in the midst of 

another semester of training national 
workers. There are 20 students attending 
classes, going on daily evangelism, 
preaching on our radio broadcasts, and 
working in the ministry of our 3 churches. 
We are thankful that in the typical ups and 
downs of a school term, the downs have 
been few as these young people mature in 
their ministry. Hal Haltom and men helped pour 

new sidewalks on the compound, 
laid new floor tile on part of the 
second level of the church in Villa 
Hermosa, painted a church in Cruz 

Students in class

Students in class

Cement floor in curch at Los Vados

New Sunday School Room Doors

New Sunday School Room Doors

New Staircase Guard Rail

New tile floor at Villa Hermosa

Student  preaching in Central Park in Villa Nueva

 New Men's Leader Selin Able

 New Men's Leader Selin Able

Selin Abel Martinez Suazo, (June 
07 grad) from Sangrelaya, Honduras, is 
our new men student leader. He is 
Garifuna, plays the bongos excellently, 
and has a contagious excitement about 
serving the Lord. His serious enthusiasm 
and unswerving discipline have earned 
their respect and admiration. He is a 
welcome addition to our national staff.

de Valle, and put a cement floor in 
the church at Los Vados. All of the 
cement was mixed on the ground 
with shovels, so it was a lot of hard 

stA group of 17 men from 1  A/G in 
Texarkana, TX arrived Jan. 21-30 and 
worked on several projects for us. Pastor 

Dad Pennington and Wayne Beggs 
mixing cement

Dad Pennington and Wayne Beggs 
mixing cement

Felicia
Adolphson

Sidewalk replacement
Texarkana group at church in Los Vados

Felicia Adolphson, 
who had been here in 

thGuatemala since Dec. 8 , 
returned home on Feb. 20. 
She assisted the staff in a lot 
of areas while here. We are 
grateful for her obvious 
burden for the ministry and
desire to return for future involvement.

We were able to get the 
transmission rebuilt in the 85 Dodge van. 
Also the 97 Hyundai has been repaired on 
the underside and front end. (bearings, 
struts, bushings, alignment, etc) Our 
vehicles are in fairly good working order 
now.

The installation of 5 doors and 
trim in the second level and the hand 
railing on the back stairs at the church in 
Villa Hermosa move this project closer to 
final completion. Another baptismal 

stservice slated for March 21  is evidence 
of the souls that continue to be reached in 
this church. 

These are some of the highlights 
of these months. Marvin Oliva 
(EDEVAN-OBI graduate) now pastoring 
in Honduras is in the process of buying 
several radio stations. His plans are to 
give the school an hour free time per 
week on each station. Please pray with us 
about this matter. Several promotional 
outreach services in Guatemala, El 
Salvador, and Honduras are scheduled 
for March and April before we return 
home for a period of itineration. Thanks 
to each of you for your interest, prayers 
and financial support of this mission 
work.

Our love and prayers,

The Penningtons
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May/June 2010

The Penningtons

Landscaping project progressing

Pastor Marco Tulio and congregation - Semillero

Londi’s baptismo

Greetings to our friends and supporters,
 We trust things are well with you and 
yours as the spring and summer season 
continues. A lot of happenings have occurred 
in our lives during the last few months, 
aside from the normal routine of classes, 
evangelism, radio ministry, and services in 
the mission churches that we would like to 
catch you up on.
	 We	went	 to	 Semillero,	 near	 the	 Pacific	
Ocean, for a service with Marco Tulio (08 
grad) and his new bride, Ingrid, on March 4th.  
A	brother	 in	 the	community	 took	us	fishing	
in	his	boat,	and	we	caught	over	330	fish.	This	
provided enough for 5 meals for the Bible 
school. What a blessing!

Leslie coming to the Lord in October. They have 
been anticipating baptism for some time. As a side 
note, we were able to acquire a new wheel chair 
for Londi when her old one fell apart while she 
was rolling to women’s prayer meeting on March 
2nd. It is a thrill to see the transformation and joy 
in the lives of this family who have suffered so 
much. Please pray with us that Londi will be able 
to walk soon.

 A week of promotional services in 
Honduras was accomplished April 6-12. 
Two services in La Ceiba, and 5 churches on 
the Island of Roatan were visited during this 
time. Many received Jesus as their Saviour in 
these services, and some young people intend 
to attend the Bible school as a result of the 
information that we shared. These pastors 
and congregations are working hard for the 
kingdom in their capacity and are worthy of 
your prayers.

 We ministered at Boca de Monte on 
March 10th for Brother Byron Galdamez, a 
former teacher at the Bible school, and on 
March 14th for Brother Joel Vargas (07 Grad) 
at San Jose. On March 18th we preached at 
San Lucas Toliman on the shores of Lake 
Atitlan for Brother Atilano Palencia. Both he 
and his wife are 1987 graduates of the school. 
They pastor 500 people, and are building a 
church to seat 2,500. Pray for these pastors 
and their congregations as they labor for the 
Lord.

Pastor Atilano Palencia - San Lucas Toliman

 We baptized 7 at a service for our church 
in Villa Hermosa, including Sister Londi and 
her daughter, Leslie. We had misquoted her 

Seven candidates for baptism

 Our church in Los Alamos hosted a Missions 
Convention on March 28. Typical food, attire, and 
relevant information about several countries were 
represented at various booths. Dramas, music 
and a missions message crowned the service and 
challenged hearts to become more involved in the 
harvest of lost souls.

Missions convention - Los Alamos church

name in other newsletters as “Blondie”, and 
shared her story of being injured by a terrorist 
attack hand grenade explosion in February 
09, having several surgeries thru the summer, 
then getting saved in August, and her daughter 

 Landscaping work began behind the mission 
housing	the	first	week	of	April	to	address	erosion	
damage and control. This is a major undertaking, 
and	will	take	a	lot	of	time,	hard	work,	and	finances.	
Our son and wife, Jason and Vickie, are planning 
to come in May/June to help on this project and 
also hold some children crusades. We are looking 
forward to this time of working together.

Landscape project initiated

 La Ceiba, Honduras congregations

 Altar service Roatan Island, Honduras

 There was an accident with 
our van on Sunday, April 18, involving 
10 students on their way home from an 
evangelism outreach. Thank the Lord that 
only minor injuries were suffered by some 
of the women students. Major damage to 
our 97 Hyundai van will have to be repaired 
before it is serviceable. Please pray about our 
vehicle situation, that we could replace them 
with	 newer,	 less	 used,	 and	 more	 efficient	
models in the near future. 
 There are other things we 
would like to share with you but space 
doesn’t permit. We do appreciate each of 
you, pray for you often, and look forward to 
when	we	can	see	you	in	person	and	hear	first	
hand of your lives and share time together. 
Fellowship among God’s people is a precious 
thing. What an exciting time, ”When we all 
get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that 
will be!”

  Our love and prayers,
   The Penningtons
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July/August 2010

The Penningtons

Left pix: Volcanic ash cloud, Middle pix: Sister Pennington cleaning off the sidewalks, Right pix: Students and Staff cleaning up ash

Downed tree limbs along our fence line

Brother Pennington and Son Jason
in Pineapple field next to lava flow

Debris from flooding in Villa Hermosa

Kids crusade at Villa Hermosa Church
June 7, 2010

2nd level terracing progress
on landscape project

Greetings Friends and Supporters!
 We trust everything is going 
well with all of you during this summer 
and the activities associated with your 
life. It certainly has been a busy time 
at the mission work in Guatemala.

 The students returned 
from their one month 
practicum the week of 
May 24-28 for our spring 
graduation. There were 
eight graduates on May 
29, including our daughter 
Sarah! The ceremony was 
somewhat hampered by 
climatic conditions, but the 
Holy Spirit challenged our 
hearts just the same. Please 
pray for these young people, 
that God would thrust them 

 Two days before our graduation the volcano Pacaya located 20 miles from the Bible school erupted, spewing a 2 inch 
layer of volcanic ash over a 50 mile radius. The following two days tropical storm “Agatha” poured 10 inches of rain 
over the area. It was quite a mess to say the least. Flooding, landslides, collapsed buildings, and general chaos accounted 
for over 250 deaths and prompted the government to declare a 15 day state of emergency. Utilities were disrupted and 
schools and social services closed down as cleanup got under way.

 Jason, Vickie, Chloe and Malia 
Pennington came down May 27 – June 
17 to help work on the landscaping 
project, and conduct several Kids 
crusades for our churches. They were 
a blessing as they ministered in these 
areas and in the church services and 
radio broadcasts as well. Thank the 
Lord for their sacrifices and labor of 
love for Him.

8 young people graduated May 29, 2010
Sarah Pennington  our daughter  2nd from right

into His great harvest field to join the precious few laborers. We are proud of them 
all and are anticipating good reports of their future ministries.

 Another semester started July 7, with 11 new 
students and 11 returning ones. Your financial support 
enables our national staff to carry on the training of 
workers in the kingdom of God. Thank you very 
much for investing in things that are eternal. 

Jason and Vickie
ready for broadcast 

 I want to close this newsletter with some needs 
that we are praying and believing God to supply.  
 ● More monthly support
 ● Newer Vehicle to replace 97 Hyundai
 ● Landscaping Project
 ● Construction projects in Villa Hermosa,  
  Prados, Tejar, Zaragosa, and Sacapa
 Joy and gratitude are in our hearts when we 
think about all of our friends in the family of God. 
Know that you are in our thoughts and prayers.  
                 God Bless you!    The Penningtons
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September/October 2010

The Penningtons

Marimba players at Playa Grande, Ixcan, 
Quiche, Guatemala

Dear Friends;
 Once again another summer 
has passed and autumn is upon us. 
We hope all is well with each of 
you in your round of duties for the 
kingdom. We are back in the states 
for itineration and as an instructor 
at OBI here in Neosho for the fall 
semester, and look forward to seeing 
many of you in services over the next few months. Let us recap 
some events on the mission field during July and August.
 On July 5th registration began for a new semester at the Bible 
school. We had 22 enroll, 12 new students and 10 returning. 
They are a serious group who are interested in preparing for the 
ministry as is evidenced by the fact that they have only played 
soccer twice in 2 months! Usually they play twice a week during 
free time. We cannot say enough about the dedication of our 
full time staff and their labors for the Lord as they work with 
these students. Please pray for all of them when you think of this 
ministry. Fall Semester Students 2010

Pastor Tomas praying in a Harvest celebration service 
at Kaibil Balin

Church at Kaibil Balin, Ixcan, Quiche, Guatemala

Bro. Pennington with Pastor Teodoro Guido
Chontoles, Nicaragua

 In early August, Juan Carlos, Lupercio, and I traveled to Nicaragua for 7 days and ministered in 11 services. In the 
capitol city, Managua, we had services in 6 different churches, and a service at a homeless outreach where 15 received 
Jesus as their Savior. In both Juigalpa and Chontales we had two services. It was a tiring but rewarding trip as we 
fellowshipped with graduates who are in the ministry in Nicaragua, and with pastors who promote the Bible school in this 
country. We are anticipating 4-6 new students from Nicaragua for next semester in January.

Pastor Amado Gil in center at his church  in Juigalpa, 
Nicaragua (92 graduate of EDEVAN OBI)

Homeless service in Nicaragua Pastor Alex Mercado
Barrio de Los Pescadores, Managua, Nicaragua

 We traveled to the province of Ixcan in the state of Quiche, Guatemala, August 19-22 and ministered in 3 churches. 
These were Kek chi Indian congregations in remote villages. It took 14 hours to return 225 miles home, but every mile 
and hardship (stuck vehicles, flat tires, broken windshield wiper rotater, etc) was worth the privilege to meet, fellowship, 
and worship with God’s people. Their culture may be different, but their salvation experience is identical with ethnic 
groups worldwide. Praise God for this great salvation!

 Lives continue to be transformed 
into “the image of his dear son” in 
our 3 congregations connected with 
the Bible school. In a recent service in 
Los Alamos a Catholic family of 5 and 
another young couple responded in tears 
to the altar call for salvation through 
the grace of God. It is truly amazing 
to see the hand of God working in the 
lives of people who simply trust him. 
Please pray for our pastors and workers 
in these churches. Also continue to pray 

for the radio ministry “Sembrando la 
Palabra”
 We look forward to our alumni 
convention coming up September 24-
26. Many graduates from different 
areas of Guatemala and other countries 
will be coming for a time of spiritual 
renewal and encouragement. Once 
again Brother Garang Atian (98 grad) 
from Sudan, Africa will be one of our 
featured speakers.
 A big Thank You goes out to all 

of our prayer and financial supporters. 
Some of our monthly supporters have had 
to drop or diminish their contributions 
due to economic struggles. We may not 
all be able to give, but we can all pray 
for God’s work. Pray for our need to be 
met according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus. 
 God’s blessings be upon each of 
you.

    The Penningtons
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The Penningtons

 Greetings to all of our friends! 
It certainly has been a busy time of 
itineration this fall. We are thankful 
for the protection of the Lord as we 
travel. Here are just a few lines to 
catch you up on what has been going 
on at the mission. 
 On September 23 
-25 our annual alumni 
convention was held at 
the Bible school. Once 
again, over fifty alumni 
attended, some for the 
first time since their 
graduation over 20 
years ago. It was a time 
of spiritual refreshment, 
fellowship, and 
encouragement.  
 All of the speakers 
were graduates with 
a dynamic ministry 
who challenged their 
colleagues and the 
current students to 
be co-laborers with 
God. Brother Atilano 
Palencia (87 Grad) 
pastors in San Lucas 
Toliman, Guatemala 
and founded an 
organization that 
now has over 100 
churches throughout 
Guatemala. He pastors 
a congregation of 500 
members and they 
are building a new 
sanctuary that will seat 
2500. Also Brother 
Garang Athian (98 
Grad) was a speaker 
again this year. He has a 
tremendous work going 
on in Sudan and Kenya, 
Africa including a 
church, medical clinic, 
and pastoral training 
seminars. Ozark 
Christian Missions 
and others have been 
involved working 
with Brother Garang, 
for which we are very 
grateful. Our current 
students ministered 
in song, drama, and 
black light puppet 
presentation. 

 Anson and Tabitha Miller went to 
Guatemala on October 27th and will be there 
working with the national staff until mid 
December. They are not strangers there, 
this being Anson’s sixth time and Tabitha’s 
second. We are thankful for this young couple 
who are working with us at OBI Guatemala. 
Please pray for them, and if you would like 

to support them financially 
you can send it directly to POB 
398 Neosho, MO 64850. They 
are working in our churches, 
radio, evangelism, outreach, 
and various building projects 
that we have going.
 By the time you receive this 
newsletter, Victor, myself 
and a group of men from 
Bible Holiness A/G will be 
in Guatemala working on the 
terracing/landscaping project. 
(November 15 – 23).

Brother Garang ministering at Alumni Convention

Worship time and prayer during Alumni Convention

Food and fellowship at Alumni Convention

Anson &Tabitha MillerCurrent students ministering In song

2nd level terracing on compound
 While there we will be 
having our fall graduation 
on November 20th with 5 
graduating. Pray for our safety, 
travel, and God’s anointing 
during our time of ministry.
 We appreciate all of you, 
your thoughts and prayers 
for this ministry and your 
financial support for all that is 
happening. We pray for you, 
and hope each of you have 
a wonderful Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Year 
holiday with your loved ones.
     
God’s Blessings,

The Penningtons



Greetings to all of our friends:
	 We	pray	 that	 this	 letter	finds	all	
of you refreshed after the holidays 
and ready to tackle the New Year 
with renewed vigor for the Lord. The 
night is far spent, and the midnight 
cry of the bridegroom could sound 
at any time for God’s church. The 
scriptures exhort us to watch and pray, and occupy till He comes. Here is 
what’s been happening at the mission work in Guatemala.
 We enjoyed a work group from Bible Holiness Assembly of God in 
Neosho coming down to labor on the landscaping project, and putting the 
second level on the church in Los Vados from November 15th - 23rd. We 
completed	another	100	ft	of	the	first	level	of	terracing.	This	project	will	take	
about 3,000 blocks, and we now have 750 installed. The men worked hard, 
digging,	mixing	cement	by	hand,	laying	and	filling	blocks,	and	backfilling.	
It	was	the	first	mission	trip	for	four	of	them,	but	we	trust	not	the	last.	They	
were all a blessing to the workers and churches at the mission during the 
services	that	they	attended	and	testified	and/or	ministered	in.	God	bless	them	
for their labors.
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January	―	February	2011

The Penningtons

150 ft of 1st level terrace completed

Building up the wall

Cement mixers 

Work group at Los Vados with pastor Saul far right

Lunchtime in the mountains

 On November 
20th we had our fall 
graduation ceremony. 
Five	students	finished	
their studies at the 
Bible school, 4 from 
various departments 
of Guatemala, and 1 
from Nicaragua. They 
will pursue God’s 
calling in the ministry 
that He has for them. 
One young man is 
already pastoring in Playa Grande, Ixcan, Guatemala. 
Please pray for these precious laborers in the vineyard of 
the Lord.
 Anson and Tabitha Miller returned to the USA on 
December 16th, after working at the mission for 2 months. 
They were a blessing in many ways, ministering in the 
churches, radio broadcasts, outreach services, helping to 
host the work group, and assisting the national staff in a lot of areas. They 
will be home itinerating for some months and plan to return in the summer.
	 Sister	 Felicia	 Adolphson	 arrived	 in	 Guatemala	 on	
December 6th	to	help	out	until	late	February.	This	is	her	fourth	
time to come and work with the mission. She is familiar 
with the routine of the school schedule and operation and 
will be an asset to the national staff. 
 We are expecting around 25 students for the spring 
semester, January 7th- May 29th, including students from 
Columbia, Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Mexico 
as well as Guatemala. A challenge for me personally will be teaching 2 hours 
of New Testament Greek on Saturdays. Please pray that all goes well.

 We have had some security issues in the last couple of months. In 
November extortionists made threatening calls demanding large sums of 
money, or they will kill Juan Carlos, our director, or his family. Then the 
Wednesday before Christmas a thief and his 2 sons, in the act of robbing 
us, was discovered by  Brother Lupe. Sister Irma, Lupe’s wife, went and 
got Juan Carlos who then joined Lupe to stop the thieves. The man attacked 
Lupe and Juan Carlos with a machete then he and his sons jumped the fence 
and escaped. Thank the Lord that no one was hurt in this incident. Please 

Fall	2010	graduates	with	Brother	Pennington

pray for God’s anointing, our safety, and for 
the	financial	needs	of	this	ministry.	Thanks	
for all you do!

In His service, 
The Penningtons

Anson & Tabitha

Felicia	Adolphson



O
za

rk
 C

hristian M

issio
n

s OBI GUATEMALA
906 Summit - Telephone   417-451-2057 
P. O. Box 398 - Neosho, Missouri 64850
Fax 417-451-2059

Daniel E. Taylor - President
Mike Pennington - Field Director 

“Training for ministry at home and abroad”

	 	 Greetings	 Friends!	 We	 are	 in	 the	 midst	 of	our	spring	semester	here	at	the	Bible	school	in	
Guatemala.	 There	 are	 28	 students	 enrolled,	 from	 5	 countries.	 Several	 are	 2nd	 generation	
attendees,	 their	 parents	 being	 graduates	 of	 the	 school.	 There	 are	 4	 young	 men	 out	 of	 the	
local	church	located	on	campus	attending	the	 school. It is good to see this kind of influence and 
results	 from	 the	 ministry	 of	 the	 institute.	A	 good	 sprinkling	of	 older	 students	 is	 providing	 a	
level	of	maturity	to	the	overall	decorum	and	spiritual	development.	Pray	for	the	staff,	students,	and	for	God’s	anointing	as	
they	minister,	teaching,	evangelizing	and	laboring	in	the	work	of	the	Lord.

	 	 We	are	very	grateful	 for	a	newer	vehicle	 that	we	were	
able	to	purchase,	thanks	to	generous	donations	toward	this	
project.	The	2007	pickup	is	being	used	to	go	to	the	market,	
radio	station,	and	outreach	services,	and	construction	 trips	
where	5	or	less	persons	are	going.	It	is	a	real	blessing,	saving	
a	lot	of	gas	money,	and	more	serviceable	in	many	cases.	We	
give	glory	to	God	for	providing	this	much	needed	blessing.

22 students from parts of Guatemala 1 Girl from 
Columbia

2 boys from
Nicaragua

1 Man from
Dominican Republic

2 Boys from
Honduras

2007 Double Cabin Pickup

	 	 A	project	that	has	been	on	hold	for	several	years	was	the	
shower	stalls	in	the	girl’s	dorm.	They	leaked	badly,	and	were	
damaging the sub floor above the kitchen area. These have 
been	repaired	in	February	and	praise	God	there	are	no	more	
leaks!
	 	 Brother	 Lupercio	 Castillo	 resigned	 his	 position	 as	
maintenance	man	at	 the	Bible	 school	 and	as	Pastor	of	 the	
church	in	Villa	Hermosa	on	February	6.	He	was	with	us	for	
8	years,	but	felt	it	was	time	for	their	family	to	move	on	to	
other	areas	of	ministry.	Pray	 for	Lupe	and	his	 family,	 and	
the	congregation	in	Villa	Hermosa	as	we	search	for	a	new	
pastor. We are filling in as interim pastors for a few weeks, 
and	hope	to	install	a	new	pastor	in	the	beginning	of	March.

3 New Shower Stall Floors for Girls Dorm

	 	 Outreach	ministries	where	we	promote	the	Bible	school	have	been	very	successful	both	in	encouraging	former	students	
who	are	 in	 the	ministry	and	 in	 fostering	new	students.	We	went	 to	a	Pastor’s	conference	 in	Esquintla	on	January	13th.	
This	group	of	churches,	that	number	around	100,	was	pioneered	by	a	graduate	of	the	Bible	school,	and	4	of	the	pastors	
are	graduates	of	the	school	as	well.	There	were	65	pastors	in	attendance.	We	also	went	to	San	Jose	on	February	8	and	had	
services	with	Pastor	Juan	Carlos	Romano	(05	grad).	He	just	recently	took	this	church.	It	was	inspiring	to	hear	him	share	his	
vision	for	growth.

Outreach Service at San Jose
At far right Pastor Juan Carlos Romano a 2005 Graduate 

Prayer Time at the Pastor’s conference at Esquintla, Guatemala

  We want to express our appreciation for those who have continued in prayer and financial support for this ministry over 
the	years.	Many	testimonies	of	God’s	grace	working	in	the	lives	of	many	individuals	reveal	the	impact	that	is	being	made	
for His Kingdom through your sacrifice. This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes (Psalms	118:23).
	 	 	 	 For	souls,
	 	 	 	 The	Penningtons

March/April	2011
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May/June 2011

Dear friends and supporters:
 The spring semester is winding down, with class time finished and the students on their 
one month practicum working with various pastors throughout Central America. 
 They will return the last week of May for graduation ceremonies, when six will receive their 
diplomas. Pray for their safety and God’s anointing on their ministry during this time.
 We went on an outreach trip to Honduras from February 22-28, promoting the school and encouraging alumni that are 
ministering in this country. There were 8 services in six days, a lot of kilometers traveled, and precious times of reunion 
and refreshing with old and new friends. It is always a blessing to see first hand the ministry that God has given to those 
who have attended the Bible school, and to feel their passion and burden for the vision that God is fulfilling in their lives. 
Many souls are being touched and prepared for eternity through the ministry of the alumni.

New Pastor at Villa Hermosa
Daniel & Adriana Hernandez 

Both 1998 Graduates with Children

Penningtons

Painters Bro. Kent Young, Daniel, 
Darcy, Independence, Iowa

Pastor Marvin Olivas 85 Grad 
Cosecha, Jutigalpa, Honduras

Women’s Service - Tableros, Honduras

 Daniel and Adriana Hernandez have 
taken over pastoral duties at the church 
in Villa Hermosa. They are both 1998 
graduates of the Bible school and have 
been evangelizing for the last 13 years, 
promoting the school in all of the Central 
American countries. We are honored to 
have this dedicated couple working with 
the ministry, and look forward to what 
God has in store for this church.

 Along with a new pastor, the church at 
Villa Hermosa received a new paint job. 
On March 2-14 Brother Kent Young, his 
son Daniel, and Darcy came all the way 
from Independence, Iowa to work on this 
project. They painted the exterior and 
second level of the building. We appreciate 
them working so hard, and all who were 
responsible for purchasing the paint and 
helping to get them here. It was amazing 
to see the difference in the appearance 
of the building. God Bless them for their 
sacrifice.
 The little ranchito got a new palm leaf 

Altar service at Filadelfia Church 
Corinto Honduras

Pastor Fransico Ramos 93 Grad
Cosecha, Jutigalpa, Honduras

New Paint Job Villa Hermosa Church

New Ranchito Roof  March 2011

Pastor Adolfo Chavez – Yojoa, Honduras

Church at Tableros, Honduras

Pastor A. Flores & Family
Tableros, Honduras

Pastor  B. Flores & Family
Cerro Blanco, Honduras

roof. It has already been five years since 
we put on the last one. Time seems to be 
passing so quickly! Perhaps Jesus will 
come before we need to replace it again.

  We want to personally thank each of 
you who have been faithfully supporting this ministry financially. Our monthly 
support has continued to taper off in recent months due to economic pressures, 
but God is still faithful to supply our needs. We are confident that He will 
provide for what He wants us to accomplish before His return. He is the Lord 

of the harvest and we pray that He will “send forth laborers” through financial supporters. Let us be found occupying until 
he comes.           For Christ, The Penningtons
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 Greetings friends and 
supporters:
 As we head into the hot 
summer months and their 
busy schedules we pray that 
all is well with each of you and that God will protect and bless each one. Let us bring you 
up to speed on what is going on with the mission work in Guatemala and our ministry.
 On May 28th we had our spring Graduation. There were six graduates, all from 
Guatemala, who finished there studies and are going out into the ministry. We are 
glad for what God has done in each of their lives and look forward to victorious 
reports of their future ministry. Please pray for them as they pursue the will of God 
in their life. 
 We would like to thank Brother Jack Skinner and the International Bible 
Association in Dallas, Texas for donating Spanish Bibles for each of the Graduates in 
memoriam of Brother Marshall Stoner. This is a wonderful blessing to these students 
to receive a quality Bible. We have their names embossed on the front cover, and they 
are really proud of their graduation gift. 

Brother & Sister Pennington & Ziona

Spring semester graduates 2011

Bibles to be presented to graduates

 Brother Anthony Fouts, from the 
Dallas, Texas area, also accompanied 
me to Guatemala for the graduation to 
present Spanish copies of a book he has 
authored about church growth to each 
graduate and several pastors. It was my 
first time to meet him, but I have known 
his parents and brothers, Perry and Rick, 
for many years. We had a wonderful time 
of fellowship.

 Anson and Tabitha Miller are 
in Guatemala at this time (July 
7 – September 28); assisting 
the national staff in many areas. 
They will be leading the students 
on evangelism, overseeing 
personal study time, speaking in 
morning devotions, preaching 
in our 3 churches and weekday 
radio broadcasts, and going on 
promotional outreach services 
throughout the country. There are 
also some construction projects 
they will be involved in. So you 
can see they will be very busy. 
If you would like to help support 
them financially you may send it in 
care of Anson Miller, PO Box 477, 
Neosho, MO 64850. We appreciate 
this dedicated young couple 
laboring for the Lord. Please keep 
them in your prayers
 Our fall semester began 
July 4th.  At present there are 26 
students with a few more on their 
way from other countries who 
are still working out their visas 
to Guatemala. We are expecting 
great things as God works on their 
character development and schools 
them by His word and Holy Spirit 
in the training of the ministry. 

Spring graduation service 2011 with 1st and 2nd se-
mester students in foreground

Pastoral prayer during graduation ceremony

Anthony Fouts autographing his book for a pastor

 I will be accompanying Brother Gene Canter and Brother Ben Baker from 
August 11 – September 1 to Kenya and South Sudan, Africa to hold 2 Pastor’s 
Schools in connection with the ministry of Brother Garang Athian (98 graduate 
of our school in Guatemala). God has used Brother Garang tremendously to 
plant the Gospel and provide spiritual and humanitarian aid to Southern Sudan, 
the newest country in our world. We would be very grateful for your prayers 
during this time; that God would anoint everything that is done for His glory, 
and protect us in our travels. 
              Working while it is day, The Penningtons

Anson & Tabitha Miller

Brother Garang at OBI America 2010

Printed on 8.5 x 14 pink bond
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Brother & Sister Pennington & Ziona

OBI Guatemala Fall 2011 Students and Staff (Anson & Tabitha Miller far left)

28 certificate recipients Maasai Land Kenya Africa

“Oh that men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men!” (Psalms 
107: 8,15,21,31).
Greetings friends and supporters:
 The fact that these words occur four 
times in this psalm, each delineating a 
different aspect of God’s deliverance 
(i.e. prisoners in bondage, bad health, 
maritime calamities etc) emphasize 
God’s design for mankind to glorify 
Him by enjoying His goodness and 
wonderful works to us. Sensible people 
will recognize the futility of a selfish life 
and join with God’s plan to help others 
to know and enjoy God’s goodness and 
be a recipient and participator in God’s 
wonderful works in these days to the 
populace of the planet.
 You play a vital role in the ongoing 
ministry of OBI Guatemala by your 
faithful prayers and financial support. 
We are “laborers together with God.” 

school, national staff, students, the 3 church 
congregations and pastors.  We are grateful for 
God’s blessings.
 Recently (September 1) I returned from 
a three week trip to Africa with Brother Gene 
Canter and Brother Ben Baker where we 
trained national pastors. We had a 1 week 
pastor’s school in Maasai Land, Kenya where 
28 received certificates, and another 1 week 
pastor’s school in Wanyjok, South Sudan where 
102 completed the course. Both of these training 
sessions were in conjunction with OCM (Ozark 
Christian Missions) and Friends of Sudan (the 
ministry of Brother Garang Athian, 98 Graduate 
of OBI Guatemala). God has truly opened doors 
of pastoral training in these needy areas through 
these connections.
 One can only marvel at God’s goodness 
and praise Him for His wonderful works to the 
children of men! We pray God’s favor be with 
you all.
  For souls,
  The Penningtons

Thanks for your service to the 
Lord as you partner with this 
mission work.
 The school in Guatemala 
is in the middle of the fall 
semester. A good group of 
students from 6 different 
countries are studying, 
evangelizing, and working 
their way to completion of their 
preparation for the ministry. 
Right now there are no major 
problems occurring with the 

OBI Guatemala Students working

102 certificate recipients in Wanyjok, South Sudan Africa
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Nov Dec 2011

Brother & Sister Pennington & Ziona

Greetings friends and supporters! 
 Once again we are approaching the 
end of another year and looking forward 
to what lies ahead in a new one. The 
work of God that we are called to do 
in this hour, while we await the second 
coming of Jesus, presses upon us with 
renewed urgency as we witness the ever 
increasing signs of His soon return. It 
is an honor to be a partner with you in 
missions in these tremendous days.
 On September 22-24 we had our 6th 
Alumni Convention. There were around 
50 alumni from several countries who 
attended the meetings. Brother Garang 
Athian, Brother Anson Miller, and 2 of 
our pastors- Juan Carlos, and Daniel 
Hernandez were our speakers. We 
certainly enjoyed the fellowship and 
worship of these precious servants of 
the Lord.

Some of the Alumni attending convention

accompanied by Brother Terry Miles 
and son, Jonathon, from Bible Holiness 
in Neosho, MO and Brother Jim Long 
from Fairland Holiness in Fouke, AR. 
A lot of work was accomplished as 
we built metal trusses, and installed 
metal roofing on this church that was 

the area with puppets and passed out 
dental supply packets to each attendee. 
The sacrifice this group made for 
the Kingdom cannot be measured by 
temporal standards; eternity will reveal 
the effect of their time in Guatemala
 Our national Director and Pastor 
of the church on campus Juan Carlos 
Hernandez and his wife, Thelma, were 
able to come to the USA for the first time 
from Oct. 13 - Nov. 1 and participate 
in the Bible Holiness Convocation at 
Ozark Bible Institute in Neosho. They 
had a great time meeting a lot of new 
people and renewing acquaintances with 
folks who have been to Guatemala. It 
was good for them to see OBI America 
and meet a lot of supporters to get a feel 
for the base supporting the mission. We 

Anson preaching at Alumni Convention

 We had a group from Faith 
Tabernacle in Denton, Texas come 
and work on the church in El Tejar, 
Chimaltenango from September 26 - 
October 3. Brother Pedro Suarez (03 
grad) and his wife Katarina (98 grad) 
have been pioneering this church 
since 2004. Pastor Randy Snow 
brought 9 members from his church, 

Tim Laurito, Zach Williams and
Daniel Lindenborn high in the sky

Ground crew: Pastor Randy Snow
keeping them busy 

Robin Williams and Phil White
part of the truss building crew

Corrugated Metal going on -
Jonathon Miles and Brother Pennington

about 5600 sq. ft. They also ministered 
in several services both there in 
Chimaltenango and in our churches 
connected with the Bible school. Sister 
Jessica Long, who is a dental hygienist, 
shared a teaching session along with 
Sister Katarina for the children in 

Jessica Long with some of the children who 
attended children service and hygiene class

were able to host them and translate in 
8 mission services during their stay. 
 During Convocation in Neosho, 
funds were raised to reach our goal of 
$18,000 to purchase a 15 passenger 
diesel van. Thanks to all who have given 
to make this project a reality! The Lord 
willing we will make this purchase in 
January 2012. What a blessing it will be 
to travel safer and more economically. 
We glorify God for touching the hearts 
of His people to give so faithfully 
and sacrificially to keep this mission 
operating. Please pray for us when you 
think of us.
     

In His service,
The Penningtons

Juan Carlos and Thelma
dining at OBI Cafeteria
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Jan/Feb 2012

Greetings friends and supporters!
 What a blessing it is to be alive and active 
in the kingdom of God in these tremendous 
last days. God knows what is in store for 
every one of us in the year 2012. We pray 
for each of you to be found in Him, looking 
for and loving His appearing as you occupy 
till He comes.
 On November 19th we had our fall 
graduation ceremony with 8 graduates. 
(1-Dominican Republic, 1-Honduras, 
6-Guatemala) Brother Armando Ararat, the 
pastor of 3 of the graduates and one our 
teachers in the Bible school was the speaker. 
A great anointing and powerful presence of 
God’s Spirit was enjoyed as we celebrated 
their accomplishment and sent them forth 
to labor for the Lord. Several are already 
pastoring or working in the ministry in some 
capacity.

  Our women’s leader, 
Sister Rosalyn resigned in mid 
December. She had worked 
with us for 2 ½ years and was a 
good worker. We pray for God’s 
guidance in her life and future 
ministry.
 Sister Pennington is 
teaching English this semester 
on Saturdays. Sister Felicia 
Adolphson is working with us at 
this time filling in as the women’s 
leader until we fill this position. 
She is doing an admirable job. 
Pray for God’s will in the selection 
of a new women’s leader.

 Anson and Tabitha Miller, who have 
been working with us for several years 
here in Guatemala, have decided to pursue 
helping Brother Garang Athian in South 
Sudan, Africa. They will be helping him 
start a Bible school. Emotions are mixed to 
say the least as we will miss their labors and 
fellowship here, but rejoice in the blessing 
they will be for Friends of Sudan. We thank 
God for the opportunity to be a part of this 
marvelous development in His plan to train 
workers.
 January, February, and March will 
be a busy time, with ministry in many 
locations throughout Guatemala, and some 
in Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua. 
Every other weekend we try and minister 
locally in our 3 churches, which are doing 
well. Please remember us in your prayers. 
Thanks for everything that you do for this 
mission work.
  For God’s Glory, The Penningtons

Eight Graduates Fall 2011

Brother and Sister Pennington
with Ziona in Guatemala

Armando Ararat Graduation Speaker Fall 2011

Sister Pennington teaching English

Sister Felicia helping in the kitchen

New Van Purchased Jan 2012

 At the Annual Holiness Convocation 
in Neosho last October, funds were raised 
to help us finish reaching our goal for 
purchasing a new vehicle for the mission. In 
early January we bought a 2010 Mitsubishi 

 The spring 2012 semester is in full swing. We have 30 students with 16 men and 14 women enrolled. (3-Nicaragua, 
3-Honduras, 1-El Salvador, 1-Columbia, 1-Mexico, 1-USA {NJ}, 20-Guatemala) They seem to be a good group of 
students.

Van. On the first weekend 
after we brought it from the 
dealer we took 12 on outreach 
for 3 services. Words fail to 
express our gratitude to all 
who made this possible. We 
give glory to God for this 
wonderful blessing.



O
za

rk
 C

hristian M

issio
n

s OBI GUATEMALA
906 Summit - Telephone   417-451-2057 
P. O. Box 398 - Neosho, Missouri 64850
Fax 417-451-2059

Daniel E. Taylor - President
Mike Pennington - Field Director 

“Training for ministry at home and abroad”

Mar Apr 2012

Greetings Friends and Supporters!

 This has been an exciting year in a 

lot of ways so far. We have 33 students 

enrolled in the Bible school. We are 

changing the study program to a full 2 

year course, instead of 1 ½ years, to enable 

us to add 11 more classes, and be able to 

give a higher degree to graduates. We will 

only accept students in January, and only 

have 1 graduation a year in November. 

This is a year of transition, and we will 

have a graduation in May and November, 

but will not accept new students in July. 

 We try to promote the school and visit 

alumni on alternate weekends during our 

time in Guatemala. Here is a rundown of 

recent places we have been on outreach: 

 January 24- Puerto San Jose, Pastor 

Juan Carlos Romano (11/2005 graduate) 

ministered in his homeless shelter ministry 

(Casa de Restoracion) in the afternoon. 

One of his converts is attending the Bible 

School and doing outstanding. 2 graduates 

from last November are working with the 

homeless shelter. We also ministered in his 

church in the evening.

 January 26- Rio Bravo, Suchitepequez, 

Pastor Lupe Castillo (1993 graduate). 

Brother Lupe worked with us at the 

Bible school for 10 years, and has been 

pastoring in this place for 8 months. He 

is involved with a group of churches that 

feed breakfast and minister to 100+ school 

children each weekday. Besides pastoring 

a church, they also head this ministry up.

 February 9- La Florida, Ixcan, 

Pastor Edgar Xeruc (11/2010 graduate) 

Q’eqchi congregation, building a new 

church, 5 people received Jesus.

 February 10- Nueva Esperanza, 

Ixcan, Pastor Felipe (11/2011 graduate) 

building a new church, 2 conversions.

 February 11- Kaibil Balan, Ixcan, 

Pastor Iriano, Mam congregation, 700 

people live in this town, 450 attend this 

church, 25+ accepted Jesus. Glory to 

God!

 February 12- am Playa Grande, 

Ixcan, pm Carolina, Ixcan.

 February 21- El Tejar, 

Chimaltenano, Pastor Pedro Suarez 

(11/2003 graduate) in new church 

building.

 February 24- Cruz de Valle,  

Sacapa, Pastor Antono Perez (daughter 

Mirna 5/2010 graduate) we helped paint 

this church and build a pastor’s home in 

9/2010.

 February 25 -Los Vados, Sacapa, 

Pastor Saul Vargas- we helped build this 

church in 08/2010.

 February 26- La Laguna, Sacapa, Pastor 

Walter Perez (5/2008 graduate) started this work 

8 months ago, has 8 adults and 15 young people 

and children attending,

 February 29- Semillero, Esquintla, Pastor 

Marc Artulo(11/2008 grad).

 The other weekends we minister in the 3 

churches connected with the mission work.  Sister 

Pennington had a puppet making seminar for 

the congregation in Villa Hermosa. They made a 

total of 7 puppets, and a stage. We had a special 

presentation on February 19. Pastor Daniel 

Hernandez & family had their 1st anniversary at 

the church, and are doing well.  At Prados, Pastor 

Ramiro Rodriguez is planning a baptismal service 

for 6 candidates. Please pray for this church plant. 

On campus, Pastor Juan Carlos keeps things 

going. They are going to use the older van (85 

Dodge) for the church activities.

 We have had many recent burglaries. Thieves 

have cut the chain link fence 6 times in 5 months 

and stolen various articles, mostly to recycle metal 

products. They have even cut down 5 tubes of the 

fence. We have begun to put in a footer along 

the fence to lay a block wall to raise the level 

of the fence and install new chain link and razor 

wire with concrete pillars to deter any further 

trespassers. This project will cost about $2,300 

just in materials. We thank the Lord that no one 

has been physically hurt or confronted. 

 Thank each of you for your continued prayer 

and financial support for the mission work. We 
pray for you all.

Till he comes, The Penningtons

Brother & Sister Pennington
with Ziona

Congregation at Nueva Esperanza, Ixcan, Pastor Felipe
in front row in white shirt Nov /11 graduate

Altar service at Semillero, Esquintla

New church under construction La Florida, Ixcan, 
Pastor Edgar Xeruc in center (11/10 graduate) 

Sister Pennington with children’s workers in
Villa Hermosa Church displaying new puppets made

Footer for new outside wall & fence in progress

About one half of the Indigenous Mam congregation
at Kaibil Balan, Ixcan

Puerto San Jose, Homeless shelter—22 residents

25+ people praying for salvation during service
at Kaibil Balan, Ixcan,

Pastor Lupe and wife Irma ministering to children
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“For yet a little while, and he that shall 
come will come, and will not tarry” 
(Hebrews 10:37).
Greetings friends and supporters:
 One wonders how much longer 
“a little while” can last until Jesus no 
longer tarries, but returns for His bride, 
the church. For almost 2 millenniums 
now each generation of Christendom 
has felt like they were living on the 
brink of the end times, only to enter 
eternity through the process of times’ 
patient progress and pass their legacy 
on to those following in their wake. 
Like our predecessors, we must 
continue to occupy in the kingdom of 
God while awaiting the blessed hope 
of the Lord’s coming.
 Over the last few months we 
were involved in several outreaches / 
promotional services. In the 2nd week 
of March we traveled to Honduras and 
had 2 services in San Lorenzo, then 
visited the Sumner missionary families 
in Danli, ministering in their church 
and at a police station. From there we 
went to Nicaragua and ministered in 
the state of Leon at Estili, Los Hornos, 
and Achuapa. Some were remote, 
mountainous, rural areas where 
precious saints worship God in simple 
structures. It was a privilege to join 
with them in praise and fellowship. 

for fall protection. The boards could 
have been thicker for the overweight 
missionary! 

Yes I would like to help with the 
construction projects mentioned.
� Please apply my funds to the 
____________________________.
� I don’t know which project to 
choose so I am asking Brother Pen-
nington to put my funds to the one 
where needed most.
Any response should be sent to:
OBI Guatemala
PO Box 398 Neosho, MO 64850

The Parking lot at Achuapa, Nicaragua

Construction at LaFlorida,
Ixcan, Guatemala

Platform At Mechanic Shop Service

Construction at Nueva Esperanza, 
Ixcan, Guatemala

Construction at Chiquita Rincon,
Chimaltenango, Guatemala

Jason & Vickie with their Girls

Construction at El Tjar,
Chimaltenango, Guatemala

Outreach service at San Lorenzo, Honduras

Brother & Sister Pennington with Ziona

Our new van performed admirably on 
this trip, getting 45-50 kilometers per 
gallon of diesel fuel. We are thankful 
for this blessing. In Guatemala we had 
several services as well. One was an 
evangelistic campaign in a mechanic 
shop in Esquintla where the platform 
was set up on 2 tractor tire rims astride 
a grease pit, with a hood leaned behind 

 There are several ministries that 
we would like to help with construction 
should funds become available. Two 
are located in Chimaltenango - Chiquita 
Rincon($7,500 for roof and floor) 
and El Tjar($3,000  for floor). Two 
are in Ixcan - La Florida($4,500 for 
floor, windows and doors, electricity) 
and Nueva Esperanza($6,000 for 
walls roof and floor). We also need 

to complete floor replacement in 
the girls dorm($400) and build a 
block wall along the back of the 
compound for anti-theft and security 
purposes($2,300). All of these prices 
are material cost only. Thank you for 
praying with us about these needs.
 Students are on their Practicum, 
working in various churches 
throughout Central America during the 
month of May. They will return for the 
May 26th graduation when 12 students 
will finish their time with us. 
 Jason and Vickie Pennington 
and their children are planning to come 
to Guatemala May 29 - July 2 to work 
and minister for the mission again. We 
appreciate their help during this time. 

 It is by the mercy of God and the 
generosity and prayers of His people 
that lives are changed for eternity 
through mission efforts. As others over 
the centuries have done, we live and 
work as if Jesus could come today, but 
plan as if He may tarry awhile longer.
      

Til He comes, The Penningtons

May / June 2012
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July August 2012

Greetings friends and supporters!

“And the gospel must first be published 
among all nations”  (Mark 13:10).
 We feel that we are living in the 
last days of God’s plan for man’s 
redemption. Of course, other Christians 
throughout the centuries have felt the 
same way in their time on earth, and 
didn’t feel that they would see death 
before the Lord returned. With the 
advances of travel and technology in 
recent decades the statement of Jesus 
quoted above is closer to fulfillment 
than ever before. The responsibility for 
the spread of the Gospel today among 
all nations rests squarely upon the 
existing church of our time. All that we 
do for missions—our prayers, actions, 
giving, speaking and going; furthers the 
fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy.
 There were 12 graduates at our 
final spring graduation on May 26th. 
Over 300 attended this event. Our 
speaker was Pastor Eduardo Betancur 

the addition of 11 courses of study. In 
this semester we have 20 students of 
which 4 will graduate in November, 
and 16 will return for their second year 
of preparation for ministry in January. 
We already have 20+ new applicants 
for Spring 2013. 

Jason and his family came down May 
29 - July 2 and worked on this and 
other projects and ministered in the 3 
churches. Victor was here May 24 - June 
7 and participated in the graduation. 
We were able to complete the women’s 
dorm floor replacement project as well. 
We are very thankful for these young 
men, their dedication and labors.
  We have a new women’s leader, 
Magda Judith Hernandez Sanchez. 

Left to right, Back row: Oscar Tubac, Marvin 
Rodriguez, Welner Jacinto, Isai Ruano, 
Jorge Herrante, Marvin Alvarado, Latino 

Francisco, Marlon Cortes
Front row: Magda Hernandez, Blanca 

Ramirez, Evelyn Betancur, Marci Ramirez

Magda our women’s leader

 15 second semester returning students

Brother Pennington, Jason and Victor 
“building up the wall”

4 third semester students
to graduate in November of this year

Brother and Sister Pennington with Ziona 
pictured beneath a beautiful Bogambilia 

shrub in Guatemala

from Bogota, Colombia. This brother 
has sent 10 students to the Bible 
school over the years and his daughter, 
Evelyn, was one of the graduates. 
From now on we will only have one 
graduation a year in November. We 
did not accept new students for the fall 
term beginning July 2, but will only 
receive students in January. This is due 
to our change to a 2 year program and 

 The security fence/retaining wall 
has progressed considerably thanks to 
the help of our sons, Jason and Victor. 

She just graduated in May, but has a 
long history with the Bible school. She 
was a child when her parents Jaime 
and Carlota worked as leaders in the 
school from 1992 – 1998, so she kind 
of grew up around here. She is from 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala. Her 
sincerity and commitment is evident in 
the quality of her service.
 Please help us pray for finances in 
the general fund. We thank the Lord 
for generous offerings in the past few 
months that have helped in various 
construction projects throughout 
Guatemala, but our general fund 
contributions are suffering more than 
the usual summertime slump. We know 
that “God’s will is God’s bill” and are 
confident that He will provide for our 
needs. If you could join those who are 
faithful in monthly support or are able 
to give a special offering at this time it 
would be much appreciated. The Lord 
willing we will return to the states 
August 28th  for itineration. 
Thanks for your prayers. Godspeed! 
The Penningtons

Yes I Want To Help With The 
OBI Guatemala General Fund

One time offering $_________

Monthly  offering $_________

Pledge later $______________
Responses should be directed to OBI 

Guatemala, PO Box 398, Neosho, 

MO 64850-0398
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 Greetings friends and supporters! 
Much has happened this summer. We 
can only touch on the highlights and 
share a few photos of some events that 
occurred. 
 The fall school semester began July 
2nd. We did not accept new students this 
semester since we are changing to a 2 
year format, so we ended up with 19 re-
turning students, of which 4 will gradu-
ate in November. We have around 25 
committing to come in January so far. 
The usual routine of classes, evange-
lism, weekday radio broadcasts, work 
and study time fill up their days. Thank 
God for dedicated staff and teachers 
that labor for the Lord in various ca-

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2012

pacities, and faithful financial support-
ers which make this possible.
 Our churches are doing well with 
several getting saved in each congrega-
tion. The church in Prados has rented 
a building (they had been meeting in a 
sister’s house for 5 years). This costs 
$100 per month and they could use 
some help with paying the rent. We 
ministered there several times over the 
summer and had 30+ in attendance. We 

Students on evangelism ministering to children at the dump

Students praying with a young man at the market

Happy Prados church members entering rented building

Ministering in song during evening 
service at Los Alamos

Concrete Mixers

Children singing at crusade in Villa Hermosa

Brother and Sister Pennington with Ziona

Crowd at the crusade in Los Alamos

Praying for  children during Villa 
Hermosa crusade

“Training for ministry at home and abroad”

have also started a church plant in a co-
lonia called Muñecca. Please pray for 
this outreach effort.
  It was a privilege to have a group 
of 19 from Bible Holiness Assembly of 
God in Neosho, MO (including Tim & 
Aimie Laurito from Denton, TX and 

Anson Miller from West Plains, 
MO) come and minister from 
July 19-31, being a blessing in 
many ways. They conducted 
children’s crusades in the af-
ternoons and general church 
services in the evenings, plus 
construction work in the morn-
ings in several places. On July 
20-22 they were at the church 
in Villa Hermosa, - July 23-25 
at the church in Los Alamos on 
campus where they worked on 

the terracing project, - July 26, 
27  in El Tejar, Chimaltenango 
where they mixed 13 yards of 
cement for the floor,  -July 28 
in Los Olivas, Escuintla. On 
July 29 they participated in the 
17th anniversary service at the 
church in Los Alamos. A lot of 

Partial new cement floor at El Tejar

hard work went into this busy schedule, 
but the souls that were saved and lives 
that were encouraged for God made it 
all worthwhile. We always appreciate 
it when groups come and interact with 
the national staff and students in a posi-
tive way to further God’s kingdom.

Transferring blocks down the hill

Working on terracing project

 We returned stateside August 28th 

to teach missions classes at Ozark 
Bible Institute and for itineration. We 
hope to see many of you as we travel 
on the weekends for mission services. 
You may contact us at 417-592-6489 to 
schedule a service or discuss any mat-
ter concerning the mission of OBI Gua-
temala. 
  Thanks for all of your prayers!
  The Penningtons
Yes I would like to help with the build-
ing rental for the church in Prados.
One time offering in amount $ _______
Monthly offering in amount $ ________
All correspondence should be directed 
to: OBI Guatemala PO Box 398,
Neosho, MO 64850
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Nov/Dec 2012

Greetings friends and supporters:
 The end of the year holiday season is 
here again already! We trust and pray that 
all of you are safe and well. A prayer calendar 
for 2013 is being sent with this newsletter 
for your use. Our national staff at the Bible 
school is featured in the pictures, with verses 
about fellow-workers, in hopes that you will 
remember that you are part of a great network 
of God’s work on earth. We appreciate all Brother & Sister Pennington and Ziona

Kid’s Crusade In Prados Led By David Trawick Family And Jason Pennington

Fall 2012 Graduates With Brother Pennington And National Director Juan Carlos

Pastoral Prayer For Graduates

Fall 2012 Graduation Speaker Pastor Raphael
from Sipacata, Escuintla, Guatemala

New Cement Floor In Progress

Mixing Concrete

your prayers and financial support for the ministry of OBI Guatemala.
 During this year it has been a joy to see the development of the 
congregation in the colonia of Prados. This church has been meeting for 5 
years in a home. In May, they started renting a building by faith, and have 
seen growth in attendance as a result. In September, Jason Pennington and 
the David Trawick family came to Guatemala and poured cement in two 
rooms of this church and held a children’s crusade. Their ministry was a 
blessing.

 On November 24th we had our fall 
graduation. Young ladies from Columbia, 
Mexico and Honduras joined two young 
men from Guatemala to make up the final 
3 semester class of EDEVAN-OBI. From 
November 2012 and on we will only have 
full 2 year graduating classes each fall, with 
no spring graduations. 

 The spring semester will begin on January 7, 2013. We 
are expecting 20 — 30 new students to join the 14 returning 
ones. Please pray for those preparing to come. Some from 
several countries have committed to be here.
 There are several projects that we would like to address 
next spring as funds permit. 
1. We would like to build a pastoral living quarters on the 
3rd level of the Church in Villa Hermosa (estimated cost 
$1,500).
2. Finish the security fence along the back of the school 
property (estimated cost $2,500).
3. Continue the retaining/terracing wall (estimated cost 
$1,800).
 The months of January to May are good working months 
for these outside projects because there is little or no rain.
 From our family and the personnel in Guatemala we 
wish each of you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

For souls, The Penningtons
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Greetings friends and supporters! 
 This newsletter is a little late 
because we decided to move it 
ahead one month. We will still have 
six bi-monthly issues, just bumped 
ahead to different months together. 
This will help with printing and 
mailing schedules. Thanks for your 
understanding in this matter.
 Spring semester is under 
full steam with 25 students 
from 6 countries. Daily classes, 
evangelism, radio broadcasts, study 
time and work details along with 
their involvement in the services 
at the churches keep them and our 
staff very busy.

February/March 2013

 Construction projects have 
begun in earnest, thanks to folks 
who have contributed toward them. 
We are working on the security fence 

on the north side of the compound, 
putting in concrete columns now, 
then new chain link and some razor 
wire to inhibit thieves. Also a new 
septic hole for the men’s shower 

house has been dug (the old septic 
hole was dug in 1985). We will 
build a block container and cement 
cover for this 10’ x 10’ x 15’ hole. 
 Brother Teddy, our caretaker 
at the church in Villa Hermosa, 
needs a miracle from God. He has 
a prostate tumor, cirrhosis, and 
failing kidneys. His health began 
declining in December and he has 

Students and Staff Fall 2013

Brother Teddy on the stairs he built
for the church in Villa Hermosa

Sand and gravel piled behind shower house 
along with cement and iron shown on pick-
up was recently purchased for construction 
of the security wall

Intense prayer for Brother Teddy

Brother & Sister Pennington and Ziona

Brother Teddy helping paint
the Villa Hermosa Church

Rebar for the columns going up
in the security wall and fence

Shower house septic hole

gotten worse every day. A one week 
stay at the public hospital (Feb. 
2-9) relieved some symptoms, but 
only temporarily. This is a precious 
brother, who has been a blessing 

for many years to the school and 
churches with his labors and prayers. 
He is a welder by trade, and he built 
all of our metal doors, windows, 
stairs etc.  Please remember Brother 
Teddy in your prayers.
 We have several outreach 
trips planned for this spring in 
Belize, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
and different places in Guatemala. 
We will be promoting the school 
and encouraging alumni in their 
respective ministries in these areas. 
We will also be investigating some 
promising openings along the 
Mexican border for new churches. 
Thanks for keeping our family and 
this ministry before the Lord in your 
thoughts and prayers. God bless 
each of you!

Till He comes,
The Penningtons
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Greetings Friends and Supporters! 
 “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 
4:3).
 We have leaned heavily upon 
this verse of scripture over the last 
few months. We lost a couple of 
dear friends and coworkers here at 
the mission in February. Teddy Buit, 
our caretaker at the church in Villa 
Hermosa, and Marianna Cruz, our 
cook at the school, both went to be 
with Jesus. The March/April issue of 
the Standard Bearer OBI Guatemala 
update was dedicated to their memory. 
We have missed them, but continue on 
with the work that they devoted their 
lives towards.

down March 26-30 and helped to put a 
corrugated metal roof over an area at the 
church in Prados, and also helped lay 
block on another section of the terracing 
project, and shared in the services he was 
able to attend while here. We appreciated 
his fellowship and labors. (Though 
we missed his wife Vickie and those 
grandbabies!)

 The security fence is now complete, 
and the new septic system for the boys 
shower house is waiting to cure for 
2 weeks before we connect to it. We 
built 21 acoustic sounding panels out 
of egg flat cartons to hang on the walls 
in the church at Villa Hermosa to cut 
down on the reverberation against the 
block walls. We are going to cover 
them with fabric in early April. It has 
really helped with the sound quality.
 Our son, Jason Pennington, came 

 On March 11-13 we traveled to the 
Mexican border and ministered for an 
alumnus of the bible school, Brother 
Hugo Fuentes Ramirez,(98 grad) who 
Pastors in Santa Rita, Quetzaltenango. We 
visited with Brother Lupe (93 grad) in Rio 
Bravo, Suchitepequez and ministered at 
Rock of Ages Church for Pastor Jose Luis 
Rodriguez. Then we went to Semillero, 
Escuintla and preached for Pastor Marc 

Arturo (08 grad). We went out in the 
Pacific for 4 hours while there, with a 
couple brothers from the church who 
are fishermen, and dropped a net. We 
caught over 500 fish (around 80 lbs) 
and 200 jumbo shrimp (around 20 lbs). 
The brethren said it was like Peter and 
John in the Bible! God provided for 
the Bible school, and we had enough 
for 7 meals of seafood. To God be the 
glory.

 There was  a Baptismal service 
for the Los Alamos Church on March 
24. Five new converts followed the 
Lord in obedience to the command 
to publicly declare their faith in Jesus 
Christ. It is always encouraging to see 
people progressing in their Christian 
walk.

 We are planning a trip to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica April 8 – 17, ministering 
for several alumni and promoting 
the school. The Lord willing we will 
return home April 25th for a time of 
itineration in the states. Thanks a lot 
for your thoughts and prayers for the 
work here in Guatemala.
    

For souls, The Penningtons

April May 2013

New security fence installed
“project finished.”

Sink full of jumbo shrimp

Women singing special song in Semillero

Instruction of baptismal
candidates before baptism

Ziona with Brother & Sister Pennington

Pastor Juan Carlos and pastor Ramero 
working on roof of church at Prados

Jason preaching in Villa Hermosa church 
with sound panels visible on front wall

Rock of Ages church in Rio Bravo

Septic wall foundation
Jason & Brother Pennington installing retain-

ing wall on terracing project



  The students returned May 
22-24 to start the second 
semester on May 27th. We had 
three alumni return with them 
to take the new classes added to 
bring our curriculum to a full 2 
year course.  The first graduating 
class under the revised system 
will be 15 students.  Graduation 
is scheduled for October 12th.
 All three of the churches 
are doing well.  New converts 
have been baptized in recent 
baptismal services in Prados and 
Villa Hermosa.  Our new cook 
is Sister Maria, wife of Pastor 
Ramero Rodriguez in Prados.  
She is working out well.  We 
got the sound panals covered 
with material and re-hung at 
the church in Villa Hermosa.  
The sound is much improved.
 We want to thank each 
of you for your prayers and 
financial support for the mission 
work.  The training, evangelism, 
radio broadcasts, and church 
services continue because of 
your thoughtful concern.

God Bless each of you!  
For souls,  The Penningtons
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Greetings friends and supporters!  
 We trust that this newsletter 
finds all of you doing well in 
your various occupations and 
adventures in life.  We are in the 
states for itineration now. Here 
are some things that happened 
over the last few months. 
 Myself (Brother Pennington) 
and our national director,  Juan 
Carlos Hernandez, took a 
bus trip to Costa Rica and 
ministered in 8 services over 9 
days (April 8-16).  We stayed 
at Pastor Carlos Hererras’ 
house.  This brother is a 1998 
graduate of the Bible school.  
They currently have a student 

Brother & Sister Pennington with Ziona

Church Of God Costa Rica

Costa Rica

Pastor Carlos Hererras’
1998 graduate

Some of congregation where 
Carlos Hererras is pastor

A/G in Puntarenas, Costa Rica

Greek Class Finals

Pastor

Church Of God Costa Rica
3 souls  praying for salvation

Spring Banquet

June / July 2013

attending the Bible school from 
their church.  We had wonderful 
services in Costa Rica with several 
praying for salvation.  Some young 
people showed interest in attending 
the Bible school.
 Classes at the Bible school 
wrapped up on April 20th) and the 
students left for their practicum 

the following few days to work 
with various pastors throughout 
Central America.  There is 
always a much anticipated 
banquet held at the end of 
the semester to commemorate 
events during the semester and 
reveal their assignment for their 
practicum.
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 Greetings to all of our friends and 
supporters! This summer has been a busy 
time here in Guatemala as we are in a year 
of transition. Classes started May 27th 
with 10 new courses of study that were 
added to comprise the fourth semester. 
The following 10 subjects are being 
taught this semester: Bible Manners 
and Customs -Major Prophets -Poetical 
Books -Biblical Grammar (Castellan 
Spanish) -Christian Family -Christian 
Philosophy -Minor Prophets -Christian 
Psychology -Historical Books ( Joshua-
Esther) -Christian Anthropology.

August/September 2013

This is: Sister Maria, our new cook

Students have daily chores to
perform as part of their training

Brother & Sister Pennington with Ziona

 Along with the returning 21 students 
there were two graduates who returned 
to take these courses and upgrade their 
degree, bringing the total students to 
23, from 7 countries.  They continue 
with evangelism in the afternoons, radio 
ministry, outreach services, and ministry 
in services of the 3 churches connected 
with the mission. New paint for men’s dormitory

and shower house

Current student body

Student preaching radio broadcast recording 
(http://www.radiovea.org/  sembrando la 

palabra 1:30-2:00 weekdays)

Pastor’s prayer breakfast
at Villa Hermosa church August 6th

(notice the new sound panels on the wall)

since construction in 2003.  The rooms 
upstairs are used for Sunday school 
classes, various meetings, and overflow 
sleeping quarters during conventions.

 Our new cook is doing a wonderful 
job. Sister Maria is the wife of our 
pastor at the Prados church, Ramiro 
Rodriguez.  We really appreciate 
this sister and her conscientiousness 
towards her work.  Just as the Bible 
demonstrates on many occasions, 
ministry and good food go together!

 The men’s dormitory and shower 
house look a lot better with a fresh 
coat of paint.  The upper story of 
the dorm had never been painted 

UPCOMING EVENTS
 Brother Juan Carlos, Brother 
Daniel, and Brother Pennington are 
going on an itinerary in Honduras and 
Belize from August 7-19, ministering 
in various churches, promoting the 
Bible school and encouraging alumni.  
Please pray for safe travels and holy 
anointing on this trip.
 Our 8th annual Alumni Convention 
is scheduled for August 29-31.  Many 
alumni are making plans to attend for 
worship, fellowship and support of 
the school.  It is always a blessing to 
see those who come and hear of their 
ongoing ministries. 
 The students will be heading out for 
their practicum September 6, - October 
7, then return for graduation October 
12th.  The Lord willing we will have 12 
graduates.
 We are thankful for the faithfulness 
of God and the concern of many saints 
that make this mission work possible.  
Your prayers and financial gifts are 
producing a difference in the kingdom 
of God.  May the Lord bless each one 
of you.  For souls,

The Penningtons
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 Greetings friends and 
supporters! We have had an eventful 
summer on the mission field.  From 
August 7 – 19, Brother Pennington, 
Pastor Juan Carlos, and Pastor Daniel 
traveled to Honduras, the Peten area 
of Guatemala, and Belize to promote 
the Bible school and visit alumni in 
the ministry.  Over those 12 days we 
had 29 services, and 2 of those days 
were spent in traveling all day.  Some 
nights we split up and preached in 
three separate churches in the same 
vicinity.  It was a blessing to worship 
with many saints and see the Lord 
work in their lives.  Several prayed for 
salvation in these services and God 
called young people to prepare for the 
ministry and come to Bible school. 
 The 8th annual Alumni 
convention was held at the Bible 
school on August 29-31. Over 40 
Alumni attended these meetings.  
The staff and current students work 
hard to make this meeting a blessing 
for the alumni and their families 
who come, as well as for the three 
church congregations and others who 
attend.  All of the accommodations, 
meals and preparations involve a lot 
of cooperation and labor of love.  The 
Holy Spirit came by and refreshed our 
souls.  The theme was “Restoration”, 
and truly God restored us.
 From time to time we share 
some of the needs of the Mission 
work for those who are inclined to 
pray for and give financially to bless 
the work of God here in Guatemala. We mention these needs and approximate 
dollar amounts in random order, not in priority.  If anyone gives to these specific 
needs, the funds will be designated and used for those specified.
Kitchen
� Industrial commercial propane cook stove ............................$300.00
� Refrigerator ..........................................................................$500.00
Office
� Updated Computer system ...................................................$800.00
� Small copier/printer ..............................................................$400.00
Bible school Compound
� New Pilas (3 compartment washing sinks) ...........................$450.00
� Path restoration from downed trees ......................................$300.00
� Finish landscaping project ....................................................$500.00
Churches
� Land and new metal building for Prados church ............. $50,000.00
� Land and new metal building for Los Alamos church .... $80,000.00
 Aside from these listed needs, we are experiencing the usual summer slump 
in the general fund monthly support that is required just to run the mission.  We 
really appreciate the faithful supporters that regularly give, and pray that God will 
prompt others to join them.  Thank you for your sacrifice.

For souls, The Penningtons

Brother and Sister Pennington with Ziona

Jesucristo Libertador Church-La Cieba, 
Honduras-Pastor Manuel Ruis

Iglesia Filadelfia- Parma,Honduras-
Pastor Jiron Antunez

Men’s service at Camino Biblico Central 
Church, Santa Elena, Peten, Guatemala

Iglesia de Dios Pentecostes Filadelfia-
South Stan Creek, Belize- 

Pastor Marselino

Iglesia de Dios Pentecostes-Bella Vista, 
Belize- Pastor Fidel

Thursday night altar service,
Alumni Convention

Meal time at alumni convention

Pastor Amado Gil from Jutigalpa, Nicaragua
(97 graduate)

Friday night speaker at Alumni Convention
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Dec/Jan 2013-14

Brother and Sister Pennington with Ziona

 Greetings friends and supporters! 
Our prayer is that this newsletter 
finds all of you in the center of God’s 
blessings and comfort at this holiday 
season. Let us catch you up on the 
goings on at the Mission work in 
Guatemala over the last couple of 
months. 
 As usual, Brother Pennington 
is an instructor at OBI stateside 
during the months of September-
December, teaching the Home 
Missions and Indigenous Church 
courses on Wednesdays and Fridays, 
and itinerating on weekends for the 
mission work. The capable staff of 
the Bible school and Pastors of the 
3 churches carry on the ministry in 
Guatemala during this time. Brother 
Pennington flew down for a few days 
for graduation.
 On October 12th we had a historic 
graduation ceremony at the Bible 
school. It was the first graduating class 
to complete the full 2 year curriculum, 

and the first graduation ceremony 
held outdoors. Because of the 
anticipated crowd, we had the service 
outside under 4 canopies loaned to 
us by the mayor of San Miguuel 
Petepa (the local municipality). You 
can expect rain during the rainy 

Cooks and Brother Fouts
with New Kitchen Stove

Pastoral prayer for the graduates

Damage from tornado

Returning students in January 2014

2013 graduates

Students presenting Drama
during graduation ceremony

Graduation crowd under canopies 

National director Juan Carlos preaching
graduation ceremony in the rain 

season, and sure enough, though we 
started the ceremony with the sun 
shining brightly, by the beginning of 
the main address by Pastor/Director 

Juan Carlos Hernandez, the rain was 
pouring down. Over 250 people attended 
the graduation of the 13 students that 

represented 4 countries.(El Salvador-1, 
Nicaraqua-2, Dominican Republic-1, 
Guatemala-9) Please Pray for these 
graduates as they enter the harvest field 
of souls and pursue the ministry that God 
lays on their heart.

new stove for the kitchen. Brother 
Bailey has encouraged youth from 
Nicaragua in their Abundant Life 
Mission churches to come to Bible 
school in Guatemala. He came to be 
with a graduate and 4 students from 
their ministry who are attending the 
school. We appreciate these brethren 
sacrificing their time, money, and 
energies to be with us during this time. 
We had a good time of fellowship.
 The returning students are on their 
break until the first week of January 
when they will resume their studies 
with new incoming students. We are 
expecting 10-15 new students for 
the 2014 year, from various countries 
including-Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Belize, USA, and Guatemala.

 An actual small tornado occurred 
on November 1st in Guatemala and 
damaged some of the roof tiles on the 
school and mission house. This was 
quite a scare for them, since they’ve 
never experienced one. The cost for 
repairs was less than the deductible 
on our insurance. The roofs were 
repaired by the workers and men in 
the churches. Thank the Lord it was 
not worse, and no bodily harm was 
experienced.

 Brother Anthony Fouts and Brother 
Bobby Bailey came down to Guatemala 
for the graduation. Brother Fouts 
presented each graduate with 3 of his 
books and also helped us purchase a  God has been good to us this year, 

through the joys and sorrows of life. 
Sister Pennington’s mother passed 
away October 7th.  She was 83 years 
old and will be missed greatly. Our 
daughter Sarah and husband Donald 
Henly had their first child, Marianna, 
December 1st. We now have 8 
amazing grandchildren!  Thank each 
one of you for your continued prayer 
and financial support for our family 
and the mission work in Guatemala.  
Have a blessed Christmas and New 
Year.
         For souls, The Penningtons
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Feb/Mar 2014

Brother and Sister Pennington with Ziona

 Greetings to all of our 
friends! We trust that this 
newsletter finds all of you staying 
warm and healthy. At the Bible 
school in Guatemala we are 
well underway with the new 
school year which started on 
January 10. There are currently 
twenty two students enrolled. 
Ten are returning second year 
students and twelve are new first 
year students. A breakdown of 
their nationalities is as follows: 
nine from Nicaragua, four from 
Columbia, two from Honduras, 
one from Costa Rica, and six 
from Guatemala. They are a 
good serious group of students 
who are applying themselves to 
their studies, evangelism and 
work load well. Please pray for 
them and the staff of the Bible 
school.

Departing prayer for the work group 
from Ixcan

Villa Hermosa children in Christmas 
program 

Praying for baptismal recipients after 

their baptismBrother Pennington and Juan Carlos 
purchasing construction materials

Laying out the pattern for the tile floor

Tile floor installed in church at La Florida

First meal for the work group in Ixcan

work group and part of the congregation at 
Nueva Esperanza

(2010 grad) has been laboring in 
the ministry. They also worked on 
the metal roof at Nueva Esperanza 
where Pastor Filipe Perir (2011 
grad) and newlywed wife Pamela 
(2012 grad) are working for the 
Lord. Different members of the 
group ministered in seven services 
throughout this week. We thank 
the Lord for his protection and 

provision during this week as we 
traveled and worked on these 
projects.

 We had a group of ten 
men come down for a mission 
construction trip and work on 

 The church in Villa Hermosa 
had a baptismal service on 
November 30 and baptized 
six converts. This church had a 
nice Christmas program with 
the children and youth being 
involved. The congregation 
continues to grow, and they have 
purchased fifty  more chairs. a couple of churches in the Ixcan, 

Guatemala region from January 
24-31. Pastor Hal Haltom from 
First Assembly of God, Texarkana, 
TX came with seven men from his 
church, his brother-in-law, Steve 
Ward, and Pastor Josh Mooney 
from Avery, TX. They worked on 
putting a tile floor in a church at La 
Florida where Pastor Edgar Xeruc 

 God has been faithful to us 
and provided the wherewithal 
to continue this ministry over 
the last few months for which 
we are very grateful. Thanks to 
each of you who regularly pray 
for and financially support this 
mission endeavor.

Till He comes,
The Penningtons
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Greetings friends and 
supporters!
 We trust that this 
newsletter finds you all 
warming up a little as 
spring finally arrives. 
Things are very busy 
in Guatemala at the 

mission work. Students and staff will wrap 
up the 15 weeks of study and evangelism 
the week of April 26, and the students 
will leave for their 4 week practicum with 
a church somewhere in Central America.  
They will return and begin the second 
semester of studies May 26.

 We went to the Guatemalan/ Mexican 
border near Katerina, Guatemala to help 
build a church plant on March 10-11.  Pastor 
Hugo (1995 grad) has been laboring in this 
area since his graduation.  He has a church in 
Santa Rita, Guatemala and is starting a work 
in a place called La Cuchilla, Guatemala.  Juan 
Carlos Blanco “Tio Juan” (2013 grad) started 
pastoring this new work on December 28, 
2013.  We helped lay block pillars and put a 
2-block surround to keep the water out of the 
dirt floor.  They put a metal roof on the block 
pillars making an open shelter to have church 
in.  They have been meeting under a big 
mango tree.  Director Juan Carlos Hernandez 
and 2 students from Nicaragua accompanied 
and worked along with Brother Pennington.  
We had services at the church in Santa Rita 
for Brother Hugo, and under the mango tree 
at La Cuchilla for Brother Juan where over 
80 attended. 

Brother & Sister 
Pennington with 

Ziona

Staff ready for staff meeting

Laying blocks at church plant in La Cuchilla

Current students and staff Spring 2014

April/May 2014

Cement work in women’s pila area

 We were able to buy and install four 
new Pilas for the school in March.  There 
was some cement repair necessary when 
we removed the old ones that had been 
in use for over 25 years.  Pilas are large, 
open, 3-compartment, sink fixtures that 
serve as dish washer, clothes washer, 
bathroom sink, food preparation area, 
and general usage.
 The 3 churches-congregations and 
pastors- are doing well.  Several new 
converts have been added to each one in 
recent months, for which we are thankful 
and give praise to the Lord.

Pastor Hugo at Santa Rita, Guatemala

Partial crowd at service 
under Mango tree - La Cuchilla

and he was up eating supper. (He hadn’t 
been able to eat for 3 days without 
vomiting).  Glory to God!  He does all 
things well.

Guatemalan cement mixer in action

Brother Pennington, National director Juan 
Carlos, and Pastor “Tio Juan”

 in front of new church

Service at Prince of Peace church 

in Arce, El Salvador

Service at Macedonian church 

in Atras Cero, El Salvador

 Anson and Tabitha Miller are 
planning to return to Guatemala and 
work with the mission in mid-May 
thru July. They will be assisting the staff, 
teaching English classes for the school, 
and ministering on outreach services.  
Personal support for them may be 
directed to PO Box 398 Neosho, MO 
64850
 Our hearts are full of appreciation 
for all of you who faithfully pray for and 
financially support OBI Guatemala.  Our 
prayers are with each of you, that God 
would richly reward your sacrifice.  

For souls, The Penningtons

 God miraculously healed Brother Hugo’s 
father, who had been gravely ill for 3 days.  
After we prayed for him, in less than 2 hours 
his fever, pain, vertigo, and nausea was gone 

Service in Rio Bravo, Guatemala

Pastor’s fasting and prayer conference 

near San Salvador, El Salvador

 On March 16-18 Brother 
Pennington, Pastor Daniel Hernandez, 
and a student from Costa Rica traveled to 
El Salvador for ministry and to promote 
the Bible school.  We ministered in Arce, 
Santa Anna, Atras Cero, and at a Prince 
of Peace ministers’ fasting and prayer 
conference near San Salvador.
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Brother & Sister 
Pennington with 

Ziona

June/July 2014

Greetings friends 
and supporters!
 We trust that 
all is well with 
each of you in your 
endeavors for the 
kingdom.  You are 

in our thoughts and prayers daily. 
Thank you for the sacrifice that you 
make to keep this ministry to Latin 
America viable.  In this letter we’ll 
discuss some “in house“ business.
 The founder of this mission, 
Brother K. A. Smith, was a man of 
vision that started the Bible school of 
evangelism in 1978.  The facilities that 
were built then are still in use, with 
occasional modifications, repairs and 
additions as necessary through the 
years.
 The grounds of the property are 
kept up by students on work detail 
under the supervision of our staff.  
Many of the trees are utilized for 
their produce in the school kitchen, 
including avocados, limes, mangos, 
and platanos, coffee etc.  It is a 
beautiful setting the year around for 
the Bible school and church, and is 
sometimes rented out for weddings, 
birthday celebrations, and other 
special events. 
 The missionary housing building 
is a blessing for us while we are there, 
as well as other missionaries and 
groups that come to work and minster 
in Guatemala.  It has 2 levels with 3 
bedrooms, kitchen, living room, 2 
bathrooms and laundry room on each 
level.  A matter of concern at this time 
is the deterioration of the furnishings 
for this facility.  The furniture (couches, 
chairs, beds, dressers, night stands, 

dining room table, and chairs,) have 
been damaged by termites.  A hot 
water heater needs to be replaced, 
and we need two refrigerators and 
two washing machines and one  
dryer.  While we have tried to be 
frugal over the years by repairing, 
re-gluing, and getting by with what 
we have, it has come to the point 
that a block under the broken leg of 
a bed and couch, or by-passing the 
cycles, or combining the elements 
won’t make things functional. 
 As the Lord provides, we would 
like to begin replacing these items.  
We are not looking to buy anything 
extravagant or luxurious, but decent 
and serviceable, like metal frame 
beds, table and chairs.  The estimated 
cost for this need is $6,000 - $8,000.  
If you would like to help out in this 
area, please designate your offerings 
accordingly.
 The second semester is under 
way with classes beginning June 
2.  There are 26 students from 5 
countries preparing for ministry, 
by prayer, study, and practical 
evangelism.  We appreciate your 
prayers.

For souls, The Penningtons

YES I WANT TO HELP
REFURBISH THE MISSION 

HOUSE FURNITURE
AND APPLIANCES

$____________

Name____________________________

Address___________________________

State  __________ Zip code____________
Send all responses to: OBI Guatemala 
PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850

Couch arms and frame eaten 
by termites

Chair arms eaten by termites

Fresh Limes

Fresh Platanos (type of Banana)

Mangos

Avocados



Greetings friends and supporters!
 We trust and pray things 
are going well with each of 
you in your respective fields of 
labor for the Lord. The work  
in Guatemala continues as the 
Bible school prepares students 
for their place in the kingdom of 
God. Daily classes, morning and 
evening devotions, evangelism, 
and radio broadcasts along with 
weekly participation in the 
services in our three churches 
all coordinate to lay a good 
foundation for their future 
ministry
 It is the rainy season here 
now, with temperatures a little 
cooler and the people here 
really bundle up when it is 65-
70 degrees. There have been 
several earthquake tremors 
over the last few weeks, but no 
damage to our facilities. 
 Brother Anson Miller was 
able to be here for a couple of 
weeks in July to minister and 
assist the national staff. He 
helped resolve some electrical 
issues with the mission house 
and preached in our three 
churches. The Lord willing 
Anson and Tabitha are planning 
to return and be here for several 
months next year.
  We are looking forward 
to our son Jason, wife Vickie, 
and children Chloe and Malia 
coming down to be with us and 
minister August 19- September 
8. We are planning to do some 
remodeling in the school 
kitchen and paint the mission 
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Brother & Sister
Pennington with Ziona

August/September 2014

house. They will help in some 
classes, minister in the churches 
and Jason is scheduled to preach 
the last service of our ninth 
alumni convention August 28-
30.
 In the Spring we asked 
for money to purchase a new 
refrigerator for the school, and 
in our last newsletter, we made 
a plea for funds to refurbish 
the furniture and appliances 
in the mission house. Brother 
Anthony Fouts raised the funds 
for a new refrigerator for the 
school, and we received several 
special offerings designated 
for the mission house project 
to reach our funding goal of 
$6,000-$8,000. We are truly 
grateful and very humbled by 
the generous response, and are 
purchasing the needed items at 
this time. God is so good to us!
 Please be in prayer for 
Brother Pennington, Brother 
Juan Carlos, and Brother Daniel, 
as they travel in El Salvador and 
Honduras, August 11-21 for 
outreach services.  They will be 
promoting the Bible school and 
renewing acquaintances with 
former students in the ministry 
in these countries. They need 
God’s anointing and protection 
during this time. Thank you 
for your continued prayer and 
support.

For souls, The PenningtonsNew living room furniture 
for mission house

New refrigerator for mission house

New washer and dryer 
for the mission house

Brother & Sister Pennington with 
women’s leader, Magda (far left) and 
her mother. Magda was brought to the 
Bible school when she was 8 days old 
by her parents who came to be workers 
in the Bible school, and labored here for 
9 years. They now attend an indigenous 
Mam Church in Xela, Guatemala.

Women students and new refrigerator 
for the school kitchen left to right: 
Sarah (Nicaraguan),  Yaneth 
(Honduran), Alejandra (Colombian).

Bundled up students at suppertime
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 Greetings friends and supporters! 
 Nahum 1:7 states: “The Lord is good, 
a strong hold in the day of trouble; and 
he knoweth them that trust in him.”  We 
are certainly living in tremendous days in 
which it behooves us to trust in the Lord.  
Troublesome times have been a part of 
human history since its inception, but we 
know from prophecy that the calamities 
of the final days will be worse than any 
previously experienced.  May God’s strength 
be yours as you serve Him in sincerity and 
truth.
 We had a busy time in Guatemala during 
the month of August.  Brother Pennington, 
and Pastors Juan Carlos and Daniel traveled 
to El Salvador and Honduras for outreach 
and promotional services from August 11-
21.  They ministered in 20 churches, to 
60 young people in a public school, and 
to 25 shoe store employees for a Monday 
morning devotion.  We thank the Lord for 
his protection on the road, his anointing, 
those that were saved, and the lives that were 
touched by His Spirit 
 Our son Jason and his wife Vickie, 
and their girls- Chloe and Malia- came to 
Guatemala from August 19 - September 8.   
They were a blessing to the mission here as 
we painted the missionary house, replaced 
the floor in the women’s dormitory hallway, 
and put a new kitchen counter top in the 
school cafeteria.  Jason also preached the last 
service at our Alumni convention, and they 
ministered in the 3 churches and on the radio 
broadcasts.  We appreciate their sacrifice to 
come and share in the work of the Lord.

Teaching a two hour session on values 
and morals at a public school in the 

village Casa Viejo, Jutigalpa, Honduras

Service at the Prince of Peace Church 
in Suchitoto, El Salvador

Brother and Sister Pennington 
with Ziona

Ten pray for salvation in service at 
Catacamas, HN

Evening service congregation
at Catacamas, HN Pastor Blas Valenzuela and family 

of Pentecostal Mission of America 
Church in Siguatepeque, HN

Service at Plan of God church in Agua Salada, 
HN- Pastor Daniel Discua(98 grad)

Season Of Prayer During
Alumni Convention

Mission House Receives A New Coat Of Paint

 The Alumni convention (August 28-
30) was a blessed time of worship and 
fellowship.  Around 50 alumni attended 
from several countries, joined by the current 
students, visitors, and members of the 
churches in Los Alamos, Villa Hermosa, and 
Prados.  The messages preached and seasons 
of prayer were an encouragement to all who 
came.  The Alumni Association held an 
election and became more solidified in their 

Jason Preaching
Illustrated Sermon During

Alumni Convention

desire to be beneficial to the Bible school in the future.
 Our hearts are full of gratitude for the way that God has provided for 
the needs of the mission work.  The graciousness and generosity of many 
of you on a regular basis allow the ministry of training national workers 
to continue in Guatemala, affecting many areas of Central America, and 
other parts of the world as well.  Thank you for your prayers and financial 
support.        Godspeed: The Penningtons

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014
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Greetings friends and supporters! 
 We trust that the grace and 
mercy of God is with each of you 
during the holidays. May we reflect 
on God’s faithfulness in our lives as 
we look to the future. 
 On October 18th we had 
graduation ceremonies at the 
Bible school. There were four 
students from Nicaragua, three 
from Guatemala, and one from 
Columbia, one from Costa Rica, 
and one from Honduras. This 
class was very serious about their 
preparation for the ministry, 
and we are expecting to hear 
great testimonies about their 
productiveness in the Kingdom of 
God in the future, wherever God 
sends and uses them. As always, 
there were colorful decorations, a 
drama and choreography by the 
students, many visiting pastors, 
church and family members, and 
friends of the graduates. Pastor 
Daniel Discua(98 grad) from Agua 
Salada, Honduras was our speaker. 
A special “charge” was given by 

Pastor Jim Setzer, with Missionary 
Bobby Bailey translating (four of the 
graduates were from their mission work 
in Nicaragua). Brother Harry Grieves  
was there along with Brother Anthony 
Fouts, who presented each graduate 
with four of his books. 
 There was an anniversary service at 
the church in Villa Hermosa on October 
19. It was a joint service with the churches 
in Los Alamos and Prados coming to 
join in worship, with a wonderful meal 
prepared by the host church following. 
It is always a privilege to be in services 
where the people of God come together 
in unity and glorify the Saviour.
 Our ministry in the mission work 
for 2014 has taken us to a lot of places, 

Brother and Sister Pennington with Ziona

2014 graduates with
Brother and Sister Pennington

Pastor Jim Setzer  giving a charge to the 
graduates, Bobby Bailey translating

Academic, character, and memorization honor certificate recipients October 18, 2014 graduate: 4-Nicaragua, 3- Guatemala, 1-Columbia, 
1-Costa Rica, 1-Honduras

Anniversary service at Villa Hermosa

 Graduation speaker- Pastor Daniel Discua 
from Agua Salada, Comoyagua, Honduras 

(1998 graduate)

Balloon man 
graduation decoration

 
Graduation decorations

including six different states 
in Guatemala, ten services in 
various cities in Honduras, and 
meetings in six localities in El 
Salvador. We were involved in 
five different building projects 
in Guatemala this year. We are 
grateful for the monies, time and 
effort of all who participated in 
these endeavors for the work 
of God. The daily routine of 
the Bible school, ( i.e. classes, 
evangelism, radio broadcasts) are 
carried on by our national staff. 
Please continue to pray for these 
faithful servants of the Lord who 
labor in love.
 The next Semester begins 
January 12, 2015. We have 
11  returning students and are 
anticipating around 10 -15 new 
students. Our plan is to be in 
Guatemala mid-January through 
mid-April. Thanks to all of you for 
your faithful prayer and financial 
support for this ministry.

For Souls, The Penningtons



February/March 2015

Greetings friends and supporters!
 O u r 
prayer for 
each one 
of you is 
that you 
are in the 
center of 
G o d ’ s 
blessings 

for your life.  We are in full swing 
here at the Bible school with 29 
students from six different countries. 
(7- Columbia, 13- Guatemala, 2- 
Honduras, 1- Mexico, 5- Nicaragua, 
1- United States).  Daily classes, 
evangelism, radio broadcasts, 
morning and evening devotions, work 
detail and services at the churches are 
keeping everyone very busy.
 Brother Juan Carlos and Brother 
Pennington went on an outreach/
promotional trip to Nicaragua January 
19-30. We ministered at the 9th 
annual pastor’s conference of ALMI 

(Abundant Life Missions International) 
in Matagalpa January 20-22.  Several 
graduates and current students are from 
churches in this mission and represent 
it well.  We also ministered in Juigalpa 
at Iglesia Mi Primer Amorwit for Pastor 
Santos and also at Iglesia Restuaración for 
Pastor Amado Gil a 1997 Grad).  In Puerto 
Ziaz we were with Pastor Jacob Sapong a 
2006 Grad.  At the Capitol, Managua, we 
were with Pastor Alex Mercado. In Lago 
Xilua services were held at Iglesia Renacer 
with Pastor René Mohica.
 We are grateful for those who gave 
generously at the end of 2014 and helped us 
start the new year in the black financially.  We 
were able to get a newer computer set-up for 
the school office with upgraded programs-
from Windows XP to Windows 7.  This is a 
big improvement for the administration of 
the school business functions.
 For several years we have been working 
on a terracing project behind the Mission 
house and main Bible school building.  
About 2,300 blocks have been laid along 

Brother and Sister Pennington 
with Ziona

 25+ in Nicaraguan church truck-taxi

Erosion behind Mission House (steps) 

New computer set-up in school office 

 On the radio with Pastor Amado Gil

Spring semester students and staff

Back steps project progression

Service at Puerto Ziaz, Nicaragua

Erosion behind main building of Bible school

With American brethren
in Matagalpa, Nicaragua 

Nicaraguan graduates
 at ALMI Pastor’s convention

150 yards of property line to stop 
the erosion.  We need to continue 
about another 50 yards with 
around 700 blocks to complete this 
project, and also complete steps 
down the hill behind the school 
to Villa Hermosa.  We would like 
to continue working on these two 
projects through February and 
March before the rainy season sets 
in and erodes more of the land.  
The estimated cost for this is about 
$1,500.  If you would like to help 
monetarily or physically, please 
contact OBI or use the coupon 
attached to this newsletter.  Thanks 
for your consideration in this 
matter, and your continued prayers 
and support!

For souls, The Penningtons

YES I WANT TO HELP WITH THE TERRACING PROJECT
Here is my one time gift in the amount of $________________

Please direct all correspondence to:
OBI Guatemala PO Box 398 Neosho, MO 64850-0398
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Brother and Sister Pennington 
with Ziona

 Evangelism—Christianity in action

 Evangelism—Christianity in action

New steps and retaining wall

New retaining wall

Greetings friends and supporters!
 It’s time to catch you up on the 
happenings at the school of evangelism 
and churches in Guatemala. 
 Bible classes, evangelism and 
radio broadcasts continued daily from 
January 12- April 24.  The students are 
presently on their end of semester 30 
day practicum working with various 
pastors in several countries in Central 
America.  They will return and start 
their second 15 week semester May 
25- September 4.  We appreciate their 
zeal and dedication for their training 
in the work of the Lord.

 We were able to do some work 
on the terracing project while we 
were there this spring before the rainy 
season set in for 6 months.  Thanks to 

all who gave a special offering and helped 
to fund the materials purchased for this 
much needed improvement.

 There were a lot of outreach/promotional 
services this spring that we were privileged 
to participate in with groups of students and 
staff. Here is a run down of the months of 
February and March:
 February 7—San Cristobal, Guatemala 
Pastor Argetta; 17—Los Olivas, Escuintla, 
Guatemala- Macedonia Mission church, 
Pastor Armondo Arrarat (98 graduate); 
18—Sipacate, Escuintla, Guatemala- 
Asemblea de Dios; 28—St. Vincent 
Pacaya, Guatemala- Prince of Peace, Pastor 
Jonathon Chavez (wife 92 graduate).

Live radio interview with group 
of students in San Salvador, El 
Salvador-Pastor Manuel Rivera(86 
grad in El Salvador school)

Service at La Buena Semilla church-
Pastor Ediberta Gonzales(98 grad) in 
Mixco, Guatemala (March 8)

Students at Prince of Peace Church 
in Cuidad Quetzal, Guatemala- 
Pastor Efrain  (March 15)

Baptismal candidates from 
Villa Hermosa Church

Dedication service at Rincon Chiquita, 
Chimaltenango, Guatemala (March 7)

Sister Pennington testifying at Macedonia 
Mission Church in Los Olivas, Escuintla, 
Guatemala Pastor Armondo Arrarat (98 grad)
(February 17)

 Our Church at Villa Hermosa 
had a baptismal service on March 
22nd.  Six converts were baptized in 
the Pacific Ocean after a 45 minute 
service and congregational prayer. 
Pastor Daniel and lay preacher Juan 
Jose led this milestone event in the 
lives of these believers.

 We are home for a few months 
of itineration and either have seen 
or will see many of you in service. 
Thank you for all of your prayers 
and sacrificial giving for the mission 
work in Guatemala. 

For Souls,  The Penningtons

 March 7—Rincon Chiquita, Zaragoza 
Chimaltenango, Guatemala- Prince of 
Peace, Pastor Juan Gabriel; 8—Mixco 
Guisasola, Guatemala- La Buena Semilla-
Pastor Ediberta Gonzales (96 graduate); 
12—San Salvador, El Salvador- Cristo 
Viene, Pastor Manuel Rivas (86 graduate); 
12—Calchuapa, El Salvador- Comfè 
Iglesia; 14—San Lucas Toliman, Attitlan 
Guatemala- Evangelio Extendido, Pastor 
Atilano Palencia (87 graduate); 15—
Cuidad Quetzal, Guatemala- Prince of 
Peace, Pastor Efrain.
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Brother and Sister Pennington 
with Ziona

 New mega-phone for evangelism

Pastor Fidel at church in Playa Grande

June staff meeting

Ministering at Church in Playa Grande

 Corn and Platanos growing on campus

 More Corn and Platanos growing on campus

 New beds and mattresses 
for Bible school students

 New beds and mattresses 
for Bible school students

 Trekking through the jungle 
in Ixcan,Guatemala

Driving through the jungle 
in Ixcan, Guatemala 

(Men in back of our pickup)

“Preach the Word everyday, 
use words if necessary!”

Francis of Assissi

 Greetings to our friends and 
supporters! We hope that all is well 
with each one of you this summer. 
We pray for all of you regularly, that 
God will help and keep you in His 
constant, loving care. 
 The second 15-week semester of 
the Bible School is well under way.  
The students are involved in their 
classes, weekday radio ministry, and 
daily evangelism. They pooled their 
monies together to buy a new mega 
phone for use when evangelizing in 
the market places. We are planning 
to take rechargeable batteries and 
charger (size D) when we go to 
Guatemala in August because of 
the high cost for the batteries in 
Guatemala. This device increases 
the effectiveness of evangelism in 
crowded environments.  

 Our national staff is doing well. 
Brother Moises, our men’s leader has 
taken a real interest in growing things 
for the school. He comes from a rural 
area of Honduras and is a real country-
boy. He has planted maize(corn) and 
platanos (big bananas) in available 
places on campus, mostly where we 
have terraced off the ground to prevent 

erosion. We look forward to roasted ears of 
corn and fried platanos in the near future. 

 Thanks to a fundraising effort by 
our ladies on staff and generous donors, 
we were able to purchase new beds and 
mattresses for the students in June. This 
was a much-needed improvement and will 
minimize maintenance in this area.

 We took a trip up to Ixcan, Guatemala 
in mid June to retrieve some scaffolding 
that we had loaned for a few building 
projects is this area. We ministered in 
some remote places, and in Playa Grande. 
Several graduates are working in this part of 
Guatemala that is mostly indigenous Mam, 
Kekchi, and Cakchiquel ethnic groups.

 Our 10th annual Almuni 
Convention will be August 27-29. 
We are expecting a great meeting 
with many visiting graduates and 
members of our 3 churches. Please 
pray for God’s anointing on the 
services and for encouragement for 
all who attend.

 There are never enough words 
to express the heart felt gratitude 
that we have for your faithful 
prayers and financial support for 
this mission work. May God bless 
you for the sacrifices that you make.

For souls, The Penningtons
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Brother and Sister Pennington 
with Ziona

 Greetings to all of our friends 
and supporters! The ministry of 
the Bible school and churches in 
Guatemala has continued through 
the summer months and into the 
fall. We trust and pray that all is well 
with each one of you at this time.
 The megaphone that the students 
purchased for evangelism now has a 
charger and rechargeable batteries. 
This is a great asset when they 
are involved in open-air services. 

Thanks for your prayers for these daily 
evangelistic efforts.
   It was a blessing to have Brother 
Ronnie Moore come down with us 
August 18- September 1 and practice his 
Spanish while ministering in sermon and 
song at our three area churches and other 
outreach services. He also helped us 
along in our terracing project by mixing 
cement, carrying block, etc. We laid about 
200 blocks and extended the bottom level 
20 yards or so. Our little pick-up had 
quite a workout toting the material!
 Our 10th annual alumni convention 
was August 27-29. Around 45 alumni 
from several countries and precincts of 
Guatemala attended. Speakers included 
Pastor Attilano Palencia (86 Grad) from 
San Lucas Toliman, and former director, 
Brother Hugo, from Sacapa. The worship 
and fellowship was excellent as we met 
with the Lord for spiritual encouragement 
and refreshment.
 The students met for our end of the 
second semester candlelight banquet 

August 31. They receive their 

assignment for a 30-day practicum 

with a pastor at this time in a 

sealed envelope. It is always a 

time of serious contemplation 

and excitement for them. Pastor 

Amado Gil (93 Grad) from 

Juigalpa, Nicaragua was our guest 

speaker, and really challenged the 

students to be an instrument for 

God to use while they minister. 

 The students will return 

in time for our Graduation 

ceremonies October 10. We have 

10 graduates this year, and are 

expecting a great time as we send 

them forth to the work that God 

will lead them to. Thanks for your 

prayers and financial support for 
this ministry!

For Souls,  The Penningtons

New megaphone in 
use during evangelism

New megaphone in 
use during evangelism

Our pickup loaded down 
with blocks and cement

Some of the alumni 
who attended the convention

Brother Hugo speaking 
at the alumni convention

Brother Gil speaking 
at the candlelight banquet

Candlelight banquet

Brother Ronnie Moore singing at 
outreach service in Villa Nueva

Brother Moore preaching 
at our church in Prados
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Brother and Sister Pennington
 Greetings friends and supporters! 
Here we are on the brink of another 
year to labor for the Lord. May God 
help us to take full advantage of the 
opportunities that He places in our 
paths this year to make a difference 
for eternity in many souls, including 
our own.
 The second semester in 2015 
ended with a graduation ceremony 
on October 10. Ten students 
graduated with many friends, family 
and visitors on hand to celebrate 
their accomplishment. Our speaker 
was Brother Bobby Bailey, (Ohio) 
missionary to Nicaragua. Folks 
from Columbia, S.A., El Salvador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, and 

several states in Guatemala joined us, and 
Brother Anthony Fouts (Texas), and his 
niece Amber Fouts (Illinois) were there as 
well. We really appreciate everyone who 
made the sacrifice to come and be there.
 Pastor Eduardo Betancur,(90’s Grad) 
from Bogota, Columbia brought his wife, 
two other couples and another lady  from 
their ministry (Rompiendo Las Cadenas). 
This church has a street ministry, drug 
rehab shelter, and children’s homes in 
Bogota and has sent several students to 
the Bible School over the years. (Two just 
graduated, and three + are returning for 
2016). Some of our graduates are working 
in these ministries in Columbia, including 
Pastor Eduardo’s daughter and niece.
 Spring semester begins January 11, 
2016. Our national staff and faculty are 
looking forward to receiving 14 returning 
students and 10+ new ones to begin training 
for the ministry. Two dedicated young 
people from our church in Los Alamos 
are planning to attend for which we are 
grateful.
 We will be there this spring to work 
along with our staff in the Bible school, 
minister in our churches, promote the 
school on outreach services, and do some 

construction projects. Some of our 
needs that we would like to see 
move forward this year as God 
provides are: 
1.  Purchase property for the 

church in Prados- $30,000
2.  Replace Pick-up truck- 

$10,000
3.  Buy material to finish 

terracing project at the 
school-$1,140

4.  Radio broadcast (monthly 
payment for weekday 
program)-$275

 It is hard to pass from one year 
to another without reflecting upon 
the previous year. So many things 
happened that brought our hearts 
much joy and heavy sorrow in 
2015. We are trusting in our God 
for future strength and His blessing 
to face whatever comes into our 
lives in 2016. Thanks to each of you 
who faithfully pray for and sacrifice 
financially to make the ministry of 
OBI Guatemala possible. Our love 
and prayers,          The Penningtons

OBI Guatemala National Staff 

Crowd At Graduation Pastoral Prayer For Graduates Pastor Eduardo Betancur from 
Bogota, Columbia, S.A.

2015 Graduates 2016 Returning Students

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
� Add to the fund to purchase property for Prados Church $_____________

� Add to the fund for the purchase of  a replacement pickup truck $______________

� Add to the fund for the landscaping project $_____________
� Add to the fund for the weekday radio broadcast $______________

Thanks and God Bless you is our prayer!
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April/May 2016

Brother and Sister
Pennington

Student praying with a sinner for salvation on 
street evangelism at a market in Guatemala 
City.Daily morning chores

Group of pastors and leaders at 
Macedonian Mission Central church 
reunion (many of them are alumni of 
the Bible school).

34 current students at class time.

Ladies Praying

Students witnessing on evangelism at a 
market dump to the poor

Students on work detail (kitchen clean-
up with touch-up painting in pic below).

Student praying with a sinner for salvation 
on street evangelism at Central park in 
Villa Canales.

G r e e t i n g s 
Friends and 
Supporters!
 The Spring 
semester is 
now halfway 
finished for 
this year. 
We have 34 

dedicated students enrolled 
from 7 countries. Their 
days are filled with morning 
devotions (6:45-7:30), morning 
chores after breakfast (7:50-
8:20), class time (8:30-12:30), 
afternoon work detail (1:00-
2:00), evangelism (2:30-
5:00), evening study time, or 
church services(7:00-9:30). 
Sister Pennington is teaching 

an English class on Tuesday 
nights. Brother Pennington leads 
evangelism on Saturday, morning 
devotions on Thursday, and 
preaches in our three churches 
once a week and goes to the radio 
station to record 10  broadcasts on 
Monday. It is a marvelous thing to 
see God transforming young lives 
into vessels of honor for use in His 
Kingdom. 
  Several promotional outreach 
services this spring have 
been accomplished by God’s 
grace including: Rio Bravo, 
Suchitepequez, -La Gomera, 
Escuintla,-and a reunion of Pastors 
at the Macedonia Mission central 
Church in Guatemala City.  The 

first week of April, God willing, 
Brother Pennington and Pastor 
Daniel of our Villa Hermosa 
Church will be in Honduras 
for 9 days (Siguatepeque, 
Comayagua,-La Ceiba, 
Atlantida, and Roatan Island). 
Pray with us for a safe journey 
and the anointing of the Lord.
 Thanks for all of the prayers 
and faithful financial support 
of all of you who share in this 
ministry. We are over halfway on 
our funds raised for a newer truck 
this year ($10,000). General 
fund and radio broadcast giving 
are always appreciated. May 
God’s blessings be upon all of 
you is our constant prayer.

For Souls, The Penningtons
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Brother 
& Sister

Pennington

Wheelbarrows old and new Men from Texarkana TX with the work 
in progress for the new church.

Congregation during the outside morning service 
at the construction site.

  Greetings friends 
and supporters! 
  Our students 
have finished their 
30-day practicum 
with various pastors 
and churches 
throughout Central 

America, including El Salvador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, and here 
in Guatemala.  They all gained 
practical and spiritual experience 
in the ministry during this time. 
Second semester classes started 
May 23 and are well under way. 
 A group of men from Lighthouse 

Assembly of God, Texarkana, 
TX came down and helped build 
a church in Guacamayitas, Santa 
Rosa, Guatemala May 27 - June 3 for 
the Evangelical Macedonia Mission. 
This denomination was founded 
by Brother Attilio Contraras, a 
long-term instructor at the Bible 
School, and has many churches in 
Guatemala.  We certainly appreciate 
the hard work, monetary donation 
and sacrifice of this church to come 
and work alongside of the nationals in 
this remote mountain village to raise 
a temple for God’s glory.  Lives will 
be transformed and eternal destinies 
changed in this place as the Holy 
Spirit ministers in this congregation. 
 On the mission field it is pretty 

normal to use the things that you 
have until they are un-repairable 
or completely worn out.  We 
were able to purchase some new 
wheelbarrows, shovels and some 
hand tools recently.  We are still 
trusting the Lord for the funds to buy 
a newer more reliable 4x4 pickup.  
We have received about half of the 
$10,000 needed for this project. 
 Thanks to all of you who pray 
for this mission work and faithfully 
support the work financially.  May 
God continue to bless and keep 
you in His watchful care.

For souls, The Penningtons

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
� For the fund for the purchase of  a replacement pickup truck $______________

� For the fund for the weekday radio broadcast $______________

� For the general fund for general operations $______________

Thank you and God Bless you is our prayer!

Kids from local congregation carrying 
blocks for the construction.

Continuing construction

Teacher Armando Ararat teaching 
current students in Bible School.
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Aug/Sept 2016

Brother 
& Sister

Pennington

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
� For the fund for the purchase of  a replacement pickup truck $______________

� For the fund for the weekday radio broadcast $______________
� For the general fund for general operations $______________

Thank you and God Bless you is our prayer!

Pastor, wife and congregation at Por 
Venir, Siguatepeque, HN

Pastor Juan Ochoa, wife and family with 
congregation at Santa Anna, La Cieba, HN

Pastor and partial congregation at 
Coxen Hole, Roatan Island, HN

Pastor and congregation at La Nueve 
Esperanza, Roatan Island, HN

  2002 Alumni of 
the Bible School 
assistant pastor at 
a church on Roatan 
Island, HN

 Greetings friends 
and supporters!  We 
trust that all is going 
well with each of you 
this busy summer 
season.  The school 
of evangelism and 
the three churches in 

Guatemala continue in the kingdom 
of God’s work reaching, teaching and 
keeping precious souls. 
 While we are in Guatemala we 
usually try to go on promotional/
outreach ministry trips to encourage 
alumni that are in the ministry and 
reach prospective students.  Earlier 
this year Brother Pennington and 
Pastor Daniel took such a trip to 

Honduras and visited several churches 
and former students.  We ministered in 11 
churches in the states of Siguatepeque, La 
Ceiba, and Roatan Island over a ten-day 
period.  It was good to see many of our 
friends, renew old acquaintances and meet 
new folks that are laboring for the Lord.  
The School of evangelism is presented in 
each service, and brochures are available 
for anyone interested in attending.  We 
maintain contact with many pastors in 
Central America this way that receive our 
students on their 30-day practicum each 
semester.  We currently have four students 
from Honduras (3 from Parma and 1 from 
Comoyagua). 
 Our 11th annual Alumni Convention 
is scheduled for August 25-27.  Speakers 
include a graduate pastoring in El Salvador, 
two graduates pastoring in Guatemala, 
and Brother Pennington in the concluding 

service on Saturday.  Our theme 
this year is “Confidence in God” 
(Psalms 31:1-5).  We normally 
have around 40-50 alumni attend 
this special time of worship and 
fellowship.  The current students 
and our church congregations 
always look forward to hosting the 
convention. 
 Your faithful prayers and 
monthly support are deeply 
appreciated and help make this 
mission possible.  From all of our 
faculty and staff we say “Thank 
you,” and may God continue to 
bless each of your efforts for His 
glory.

For souls, The Penningtons

Pastor, wife and children with congregation at Frente de Cuerve, Siguatepeque, HN
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Oct/Nov/Dec 2016

Brother 
& Sister

Pennington

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
� For the fund for the weekday radio broadcast $______________
� For the general fund for general operations $______________

Thank you and God Bless you is our prayer!

G r e e t i n g s 
friends and supporters! 
We trust that all is well 
with each of you and 
that you can enjoy the 
Holiday season with 
family and friends. 
There is a lot of catching 
up to do since our last 

newsletter, so let’s jump in. 
 We had a wonderful graduation 
ceremony October 8, with 14 graduates 
and a host of family, friends, pastors 
and visiting missionaries. Anson, 
Tabitha, and Lucas Miller spent the 
month of October in Guatemala and 
were there, then Craig Benner was the 
speaker for graduation, Bobby Bailey 
was on hand to be with the graduates 
from Nicaragua, and Anthony Fouts 
and his wife were in attendance. Many 
pastors came to be with their young 

people during graduation as well, including 
some from Mexico, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
El Salvador, Columbia, USA, and various 
quarters of Guatemala. We expect to here 
good reports of these graduates in the 
ministry in future years. 
 We received our scaffolding from the 
church in Guacamayitas that we loaned to 
them while helping on their new church 
construction back in May/June. They are 
excited about reaching more souls in this 
remote village in the mountains in the state 
of Santa Rosa, Guatemala. Our church in 
Prados is doing some improvements on the 
building that they rent to function a little 
more efficiently. We thank the Lord that 
we can be involved in these endeavors.
 Thanks to many generous donations, 
we will be able to purchase a newer pick-
up truck this Spring.  Over K12 came in 
designated for this project in the last year. 
Glory to God! The Lord willing we will be 
driving a better set of wheels by February.
 Spring Semester classes begin on 

January 9. We have 21 returning 
students, and 20+ new enrollments 
for 2017. Our women’s leader, 
Sister Sonya (04 Grad), accepted a 
position in rural Costa Rica, so we 
will have a new women’s leader 
on hand in January. She has been 
a blessing for the last 2 years, and 
we pray that God will give her 
fruitful labors in her new ministry. 
We will be in Guatemala over 
the next several months teaching 
classes, doing some construction 
projects, and promoting the school 
on outreach services. Pray for our 
safety and God’s anointing and 
blessing for this mission work. 
Thanks for all that you do for the 
kingdom. HE’S COMING SOON!! 

For Souls, The Penningtons

Pastoral prayer at graduation Color guard leaving with flags and 
Bible at graduation

Anson Miller preaching at the
Church in Villa Hermosa 

Returning students for 2017

Materials for repairs at the church in Prados

Sister Sonya (04 Grad)
outgoing Women’s leader

2016 graduating class - 14 students

 Scaffolding returned from 
Guacamayitas church building project 
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Brother 
& Sister

Pennington

Outreach service at Santa Fe

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
� For the weekday radio broadcast $______________
� For the general fund operations $______________

Thank you and God Bless you is our prayer!

Anna Belen Gonzales- 
New Women’s Leader

Students in class session

Teaching Greek class

New Planks on Women’s Dorm

2011 Nissan 4X4 pickup purchased

Students performing a drama 
at Santa Fe outreach service

2017 staff and 
37 students →

  Greetings friends 
and supporters!  Spring 
semester is in full swing 
here in Guatemala with 
thirty-seven students 
from seven countries, 
(24 from Guatemala, 3 
from Honduras, 2 from 
Columbia, Costa Rica, 

El Salvador, Mexico, and Nicaragua). 
Daily classes, evangelism, radio 
broadcasts, work details and morning 
and evening devotions fill their time.  
Brother Pennington is teaching Greek 
and leading evangelism on Saturdays, 
ministering in our three churches 
through the week, and preaching 
outreach services with the students 
performing dramas on most weekends.  

Sister Pennington has assumed her role 
as the on site alteration specialist, helps 
with study time, and helps coordinate 
many things. (Cooking turkeys, cleaning 
details, making cookies etc.)   All of this 
plus making some necessary repairs on 
termite eaten floors, doors and furniture 
has kept us busy so far.
 We purchased a 2011 Nissan NP300 
Frontier 4X4 double cab truck for 
$12,200.00 in January.  Thank You to all 
who have contributed over the last year 
toward this project.  We have already 
taken it to the mountains in Jalapa to get 
materials for a church building project 
coming up in March.  This is a durable 
vehicle that will serve us for several 
years to come.  What a Blessing!
 Sister Anna Belen Gonzales (2016 
Graduate) has joined our national staff 
as our new women’s leader.  She came 

from the USA to go to school here 
and has now returned to be a worker.  
We appreciate her sacrifice and zeal 
for the Lord.
 In a recent staff meeting we 
emphasized the fact of the importance 
of training young people well in 
the Word of the Lord to serve their 
generation for God’s Kingdom.  
Every Christian needs to realize that 
they have an important place in God’s 
economy on this earth.  Thanks for 
partnering with OBI Guatemala by 
your faithful prayers and financial 
contributions.  Multitudes of souls 
are impacted for eternity when God’s 
powerful word is skillfully wielded 
by His dedicated servants. 
In the Lamb’s Love, The Penningtons

General operations 

$3000 each month.

Radio

$275 each month.
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Brother 
& Sister

Pennington

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
� For the weekday radio broadcast $______________
� For the general fund operations $______________

Thank you and God Bless you is our prayer!

 Getting ready for closing benediction 
prayer with church members before 

returning to mission compound.

Our Church member, Brother Willie, a 
retired General (on left) recieves us at 

the sugar plantation

Sharing the Gospel with a 
group of the Security Guards

Bro. Pennington with district superintendent 
and wife at church construction project 

before construction begins

 Pastor Saul Vargas and wife- 
near El Jute, Zacapa

 New church block walls around old adobe 
church after four days of constructionPart of the sugar processing plant

Sister Rosali

Men from 1st Assembly of God, Texarkana, 
TX mixing cement and mortar on the ground

Men from 1st Assembly of God, Texarkana, 
TX mixing cement and mortar on the ground

  Greetings friends 
and supporters. The 
steady stream of time 
continues to carry us 
mortals forward toward 
eternity, and we pray 
that all is well with 
each of you. It has been 

a busy spring for us and the mission 
work so let us catch you up on some 
of the goings on.
 In February we went to hold a 
service with a group of about 90 
security guards at a sugar plantation/
production compound that covers 50 
square miles. There are 350 security 
guards in the entire operation. A 
brother in our church, a retired 
general, was in charge of the security 
for this compound. He contacted one 
of our instructors, Armondo Ararat, 
who pastors a church 30 kilometers 
from there to come and hold 
devotionals for the guards teaching 
them values. They come in rotating 
shifts each week. The day we were 

there, 7 men came forward for salvation. 
To date, about 70 of them have prayed 
for salvation. Glory to God!
 In early March a group of men 
from1st Assembly of God, in Texarkana, 
TX came with Pastor Hal Haltom 
and worked on building a church in 
Guacomaya, Jalapa. This indigenous 
congregation of 50 members, high up in 
the mountains, was meeting in an adobe 
structure 15 feet by 25 feet. We worked 
with members from the congregation 
and constructed a block church around 
the existing adobe one 30 feet by 50 feet. 
We appreciate the hard work and funding 
by these men for this project that blessed 
this group of believers.
 In mid March we went to Zacapa 
and ministered in Cruz de Valle, Paraiso, 
and Los Vados. Pastor Antono and 
Pastor Saul are long time friends of the 
Bible school and often receive students 
for a 30 day practicum in this rural, 
mountainous region of Guatemala. A 
special needs sister named Rosali that 
we have known for over 10 years lives 
in Paraiso and has been an inspiration 
to us with her joy and “whole hearted” 

worship, faithful church attendance, 
and scripture recitals.
 In late March Brother Anthony 
Fouts and wife Bernita came and held 
a seminar on small group evangelism 
for the students. It was well received 
by the students and others in 
attendance. This couple has been a 
blessing to the school.
 The students left for their 
practicum on April 15 throughout 
Central America. They will return 
and start the second semester on May 
22nd. Please pray for their safe travel 
and the faculty and staff as they begin 
this session of classes. We are in the 
states intenerating and renewing a 
passport at this time. Also pray for 
Anson, Tabitha and Lucas Miller as 
they are planning to be in Guatemala 
for July, August, and September. 
 Thanks for your prayers and 
financial support for us and the 
mission work. May God bless each 
one of you is our prayer.

For souls, The Penningtons
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Brother 
& Sister

Pennington

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
� For the weekday radio broadcast $______________
� For the general fund operations $______________

Thank you and God Bless you is our prayer!

Outreach Service in Villa Hemosa

National Director Juan Carlos And 
Superintendent/Pastor Rojella

Outreach Service In Nueva EsperanzaOutreach Service In Kaivil Bailin, Ixcan

Outreach Service In Xalbal, Ixcan

Pastor Saline (2006 graduate) And Family 
Xalbal, Ixcan

Outreach Service In Playa Grande

Students Performing Drama 
Zone Seven Guatemala City

General operations 

$3000 each month.

Radio

$275 each month.

  Greetings friends 
and supporters! 
The busy months of 
summer are upon 
us and the precious 
golden harvest of 
souls continues to 

ripen in the end of the age of 
men. The students at the school 
of evangelism started their second 
semester on May 22. They will 
be in session until September 1, 
when they will leave for their 30 
day practicum with various pastors 
throughout Central America. 
Classes, evangelism, radio 
broadcasts, and outreach services 
keep them all much occupied 
during the semester. Please pray 
for the faculty, staff, and students 

during this time. We will have 
22 graduates at the October 7 
graduation ceremony.
 We will be going down to 
Guatemala August 3 with Byron 
Henley, a sophomore at OBI, 
coming along as a missionary 
intern. We are excited about the 
itinerary that we have lined up 
during this time. We will be doing 
some evangelism, construction 
work, outreach services, and 
ministering in our three local 
congregations.  We trust that the 
interaction with the international 
students will be beneficial in both 
of their training. Anson, Tabitha, 
and Lucas Miller as well as Jason, 
Vickie, Chloe, Malia, and Olivia 
Pennington are also planning to 

be with us during the month of 
August for ministry.
 Earlier this year we went on 
several promotional ministry 
trips to graduates who pastor 
churches in different parts 
of Guatemala. It is always a 
joy to see them doing a work 
for the Kingdom of God and 
encourage them in their labors. 
Every prayer and monetary 
donation that we make for 
missions will reap eternal 
dividends in the souls that 
gather around God’s throne in 
eternity to worship, adore, and 
enjoy His glory. Thanks for 
what you do for missions. 

For souls, The 
Penningtons
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Greetings Friends 
And Supporters!

  Living for the 
Lord is a grand 
exciting adventure of 
faith. There are not 
many dull moments 
for those who apply 

themselves to personal and collective 
spiritual development. We trust and 
pray that your lives are vibrant with 
God’s blessings. Here is what has 
been happening on the mission field 
of OBI Guatemala.

In early August we took Byron 
Henley, a sophomore at OBI, to 
Guatemala for a short-term mission 
experience. While there we were 
joined by missionaries Anson, 
Tabitha, and Lucas Miller and Jason, 
Vickie, Chloe, Malia, and Olivia 
Pennington. The mission house 
was full for a few weeks! A lot was 
accomplished during this time as 

we assisted the national staff, interacted 
with the students on outreach services, 
evangelism, radio broadcasts and day 
to day activities. Several work projects 
were completed as well including: new 
cement floors for the ranchito, school 
front entryway landing, and the church 
in Prados; paint for the north side of the 
main building on campus and part of the 
men’s dorm roof. These young men are 
to be commended for all their hard work.

Our alumni convention was held 
on the last weekend in August. Brother 
Harry Greaves was the night speaker, 
and Anson Miller and Jason Pennington 
each preached a day service. It was an 
encouragement for the students, staff 
and Alumni who came for these days 
of spiritual renewal and fellowship. The 
theme was “Integrity in the Ministry” 2 
Corinthians 8:20.

After a month of practicums with 
pastors throughout Central America, 
the students returned for graduation. 
On October 7, there were 19 graduates 
and a good crowd of family, friends and 
church members at the ceremonies. We 

Brother & Sister 
Pennington

Service in October at the Prados 
church with new cement floor

Byron and Brother Pennington on the 
radio broadcast live

Oct./Nov./Dec. 2017

Ranchito gets a new cement floor after 
old tile is removed

Anson, Tabitha, Lucas, Sis. Pennington 
and Byron with Pastor Pedro 

at outreach service in El Tejar, 
Chimeltenango

               Anson, Byron, and Brother 
Pennington at outreach service near San 

Lucas Toliman

honored our national director, Juan 
Carlos Hernandez Telhes, for 25 
years of dedicated service working 
at the Bible school. This class of 
students are very promising of future 
ministries that will hopefully further 
the kingdom of God in various 
regions. 

Every end of the school term in 
Guatemala it is amazing to look back 
and see the hand of God at work 
in the lives of the young people as 
He prepares them for participation 
in the ripe harvest field of this 
world’s spiritual darkness. It is also 
astounding to see the hand of God’s 
provision for all that He has called 
us to do. We owe a debt of gratitude 
to all of you for your prayers and 
financial support for joining with us 
in this mission work. God bless each 
of you during the upcoming holiday 
season. 

For souls, the Penningtons

All of the missionaries at the Fall  “Cena de 
Gala” Banquet for the students

Outreach service at Concepcion de 
Virgin, Zacapa. National director Juan 
Carlos with Anson and Byron pictured

Jason, Anson, Byron, and boys from 
the Bible School mix cement for the 

floor at the Prados church, Pastor Ra-
mero and Brother Pennington looking 

on with moral support.

Juan Carlos receives
25 year service certificate

OBI Guatemala Graduates October 2017

Final Instructions before Graduation

“And he said unto them, Go ye 
into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15).
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Brother & Sister 
Pennington

Jan./Feb. 2018

Chore time-trimming trees 

Students on evangelism
Students on evangelism

Students recreation time-soccer Returning second year students for 2018 

Seeking the LordSeeking the Lord

 Practicum “send-off” banquet

Students performing Drama 

Greetings friends and 
supporters!
 Once again we 
face the prospects of 
another year on this 
earthly journey.  We 
don’t know what lies 
in the future of this 

year, but we can know the One who 
holds our future in His hands.  Our 
thoughts and prayers will be with 
each of you throughout the upcoming 
months as we collectively pursue 
God’s call on our lives.
 Another semester is ready to begin 
at the Bible school in Guatemala 

on January 8th.  There are 15 returning 
second year students and around 15 new 
students planning to join us for the school 
year.  Our staff and faculty are prepared 
and anticipating their arrival. In a future 
newsletter we will introduce you to our 
new women’s leader, sister Madison.
 Each of the activities that the students 
will be involved in develops their talents and 
character for laboring in the Lord’s harvest.  
Early morning and evening devotions, 
class time, chore time, evangelism, 
drama presentations, radio broadcasts, 
outreach services, a 30-day practicum per 
semester, and participation in services in 
our three church’s ministries all combine 
for a unique experience that defines OBI 
Guatemala.   Every year a majority of our 
graduates become active in some capacity 

of ministry somewhere in Central 
or South America.
 We have a major trip planned 
in March to Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
and Honduras. There will also be 
many smaller outreach services in 
Guatemala as the year unfolds.  We 
are in the process of raising funds 
($15,000) to replace the wooden 
rafters and corrugated composite 
roof panels on the School building 
with metal rafters and roof.  Please 
be in prayer for these things along 
with the daily operations.  Thanks 
so much for your participation in 
this mission work!

For souls, The Penningtons

Class time
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Brother & Sister 
Pennington

Mar./Apr. 2018

 Greetings friends 
and supporters!  We 
trust that all is well 
with each of you 
as we roll into the 
Spring of 2018.  
There are 21 students 
from 5 countries 
enrolled at the Bible 

School.  They are a pretty mature 
group with the two youngest being 19 
years old.  All of the rest are 22-26.  
Each day their prayers and devotion, 
classes and studies, evangelism 
and practical work are shaping 
their character to hopefully become 
laborers in the vineyard of the Lord.  
Sister Pennington is teaching English 
on Saturday mornings this semester, 
and as always when she is here, she is 
the alteration and repair specialist for 
everyone’s sewing needs.
 Our director, Brother Juan Carlos, 
and I went to Costa Rica February 7-12 
on a promotion/ministry trip.  There 
are dozens of alumni from the Bible 
school ministering in this country, 
some natives of Costa Rica, and 
some from other Central American 
countries.  We visited 6 graduates who 

Vri Vri Indian ministry in Punta Arenas 
Costa Rica from left- Sis Sonya(05 
Grad), Bro. Pennington, Pastor Luis, 
Bro. Alfredo(17 grad) and Sis Jesse

Wilber on left and Jose on right, both 
2017 graduates working in San Ra-
fael, Costa Rica-pictured with Pastor 
and wife, Juan Carlos, and Brother 
Christian- our guide- in the backround

are working there-two in San Raphael, 
one in Alajuela, and three with an 
indigenous group—the Vri Vri Indians on 
their reservation deep in the mountains of 
Punto Arenas.  (They just got electricity 
in October 2017 to this area).  Two of the 
later graduates are themselves indigenous 
Indians from Guatemala,(Cakchiquel 
and Chiche) which gives them a distinct 
point of contact advantage.  It is always 
inspiring to see God at work in the lives 
of graduates, using them in His Kingdom.
 Replacing the wooden trusses and 
corrugated fibered roofing with metal 
on the Bible school building is a project 
that we would like to accomplish this 
year.  The termite ridden wood is giving 
way in numerous places and collapse is 
inevitable soon.  So far we have received 
about 1/3 of the $18,000 needed to start 
this work in November.  If you would 
like to give toward this project, or are 
interested in coming down to help on the 
labor part of it please use the coupon on 
this newsletter to express your intentions.  
If neither of these is something that you 
can do, your prayer for this need is vital if 
it is to be completed.
 Paying the bills every month is part 
of our everyday lives.  Your monthly 
support of this ministry goes directly to 
the general operational expenses.  The 

following is a basic breakdown of the 
monthly budget of the Bible school, 
apart from any of the churches 
connected with this ministry, or 
special projects;
 Utilities-$445.00,  Payroll for 
10 staff and faculty- $2005.00, 
Insurance for 2 vehicles and 4 
buildings on campus-$160.00, 
Grocery bill for 2,200 meals-$964.00, 
Week day Radio broadcast-$300.00, 
Government and accounting fees-
$144.00, Vehicle maintenance and 
fuel-$162.00, General maintenance 
and cleaning-$343.00, Office 
supplies-$49.00, School Evangelism 
and promotion-$120.00

Total-$4,842.00
 We hope  this will give you a clear 
idea of where your mission dollars go 
in the general operations.  Without 
this fund functioning well, none of 
the work can prosper.
 Our heartfelt appreciation for 
your sacrifice in prayer and giving 
is unspeakable. Our God will 
recompense our labors for Him in 
ways unimaginably wonderful.  Press 
on pilgrims!

For souls, The Penningtons

30th wedding anniversary for
Juan Carlos and Thelma February 28th

Students participating in Los Alamos 
church activity for childrenDamaged rafters and overhang of

Bible school building

Damaged rafters and overhang of 
Bible school building

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
� General Operation $__________
� Radio $____________________
� Roofing Project $____________

� Yes I do want to come help with the roofing project my contact
information is: Name ______________________________Ph#_________________

Radio
$330 each month.

General operations 
$5000 each month.

Estimate of upcom-
ing 2018 roofing 
project for the Bible 
School. $18,000.00
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Field Directors
Brother & Sister 
Mike Pennington

June/July 2018

Men laying up the walls

Mixing cement and mortar on the ground

Group from 1st Assembly 
in Texarkana, Tx who sponsored 

church building project 

Workers enjoy local cuisine

Benjamin―inspiration for a new church

Pulling “the bull” to grade the building site

Laying up the walls on new church 
building in Somococh

Greetings friends and supporters!
 We pray that all is well with 
you as we roll from spring into the 
busy summer season.  We are 
state-side itinerating and tending 

to “home work.”
 We enjoy see-
ing many of you 
in our travels 
across this great 
land and being 
with family and 
friends. 
 The Bible school 

and churches in Guatemala con-
tinue to operate under the leader-
ship of our national staff and pas-
tors.  The students finished their 
30 day-practicum with different 
pastors throughout Central Amer-
ica and returned to begin the sec-
ond semester classes on May 21. 
Please pray for all of these ser-
vants of the Lord while they press 
on for the Kingdom of God.
  We were able to build a church 
for an indigenous Keck chi con-
gregation in Samococh, Quiche, 
Ixcan, Guatemala with the help 
of First Assembly of God, Texar-
kana, TX who helped fund this 
project.  Pastor Hal Haltom came 
with six men from their church and 
worked with the local brethren in 
this remote village where there 
is no electricity, and they carry 
their water from a spring deep in 
a steep ravine. They speak their 
native Mayan tongue in normal 
conversation, and learn Spanish 
in school. This new church plant 
was inspired by the miraculous 
recovery of a little boy named 
Benjamin, who was prayed for by 
the Pastor of a powerful Pente-
costal church in nearby (45 min-
ute drive-15 miles) Kaibil Balam.  
Several students from this church 
have attended the Bible school. 
The church in Kaibil Balam sup-
plied a young couple to pastor 
this new group of believers, and 
bought the land where the new 
church is now constructed.  It is 
the only church in this village.  The 

whole community, children included, 
rallied to help build their temple.  We 
appreciate the sacrifice of the group 
from Texarkana, who have been to 
Guatemala several times on similar 
projects.
 Funding for our roof replace-
ment goal for the main building on 
campus in December of this year 
is two thirds of the way.  Praise the 
Lord!  Thank you to all who have 
given around $13,000 of the pro-
jected $18,000 for this need.  We 
are looking forward to completing 
this job in December, when school 
is not in session, and it is the dry 
season.  Please pray that this will all 
come together for God’s glory.

Godspeed, The Penningtons
Carrying water from the spring 300 yards 

from the church down a steep ravine

- General  operations $5500 each month

- Estimate of upcoming 2018 roofing
project for the Bible School $18,000.00

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
Yes, I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.

 General Operation $__________  Roofing Project $____________
 Radio $____________________  Monthly Gift   One Time Gift

� Yes I do want to come help with the roofing project during the first part of December this year;
my contact information is: Name _____________________________________ Ph#_________________

- Make all checks out to OBI Guatemala. Please send all correspondence to PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850
- Radio $330 each month
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Aug. Sept. Oct. 2018

Anniversary service at Villa Hermosa

Anniversary service at Prados

New tile in the Ranchito

Pictue above & below: 
Signs at 14th annual convocation

Friday night convocation service

Some of the Alumni
who attended our convocation

Metal for constructing new rafters 

Picture above & below:
Doctor Cesar’s funeral

Picture above & below: 
Outreach services with students in 

Quetzal, Guatemala in August

- General  operations $5500 each month

- Estimate of upcoming 2018 roofing
project for the Bible School $18,000.00

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
Yes, I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.

 General Operation $__________  Roofing Project $____________
 Radio $____________________  Monthly Gift   One Time Gift

� Yes I do want to come help with the roofing project during the first part of December this year;
my contact information is: Name _____________________________________ Ph#_________________

- Make all checks out to OBI Guatemala. Please send all correspondence to PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850
- Radio $330 each month

Greetings friends 
and supporters! 
 Our prayer 
for each of you as 
we head into the 
fall season is that 
God will sustain 
and strengthen 
your life in every 
way. It has been 

a trying time for a lot of our friends 
this summer what with health issues, 
death of loved ones and a myriad of 
other pressures that life brings. God 
is our refuge and help. 
 We spent a busy month of August 
in Guatemala. An evangelistic 
outreach in Quetzal, Guatemala by 
our students was well received on 
Aug. 12. Several of our graduates are 
from the Prince of Peace church there. 
This church has been very supportive 

of the Bible School for many years.
  A faithful member and deacon of the 
Church on Campus in Los Alamos passed 
away from Leukemia on August 17. 
Brother Cesar was a Doctor who had a 
clinic close to the Bible school, and very 
generously donated his services and care 
many times to the students, faculty, staff, 
church members and even missionaries. 
Pray for his family. They are part of the 
fabric of this congregation. 
 The churches at Villa Hermosa and 
Prados had their anniversary services on 
Aug. 19. It was wonderful to celebrate 
with them for God’s faithfulness and 
mercy. There are a lot of young people 

and kids in these churches! The future 
is promising.
 Our 14th annual alumni convention 
(Aug. 23-25) was well attended and 
God met with us in a special way. Our 
theme was “Your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord.” The messages by our 
speakers were anointed and precisely 
fit the needs present.
 New floor tile was installed in 
the” ranchito” during our stay, and 
metal for the new trusses for the 
Bible school building was purchased. 
Pastor Rimero from our Prados 
church is a welder and is building the 
45 feet trusses for installation the first 
week of December. There is still time 
to sign up for this trip if you want to 
help with this project. Use the coupon 
below and we will call you, or call the 
number on the letterhead to get all of 
the pertinent information.
 The students return from their 
30 practicum on October 1-3 and 
the second year students will 
graduate October 6 the good Lord 
willing. Thanks to each of you for 
your continued prayer and financial 
support for this mission work.

For souls, The Penningtons
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 Greetings friends 
and supporters!  
As we head into 
another year our 
prayers for you 
are that God will 
be gracious to all 
through the good 
and bad times 
that await us in 

the future.  There is a 2019 calendar 
with this newsletter for you to use 
somewhere as a reminder to pray 
for the mission work including staff, 
students, faculty and missionaries. 
Thank you for your interest in the 
work of God.
 The roof was replaced on 
the Bible school November 29- 
December 5.  A good group of men 
from Bible Holiness Assembly of 

God in Neosho, MO came down to 
help.  Rick Mitchell, Ronnie Moore, 
Mike Pogue, and Donald Henley joined 
Brother Pennington,  Anson Miller and 
several national brothers to accomplish 
this project.  We appreciate all who gave 
financially and prayed for this endeavor.   
It is a blessing to be in the dry and know 
that the roof is secure from collapse due 
to termite damage.
  It was quite a job to remove over 
one hundred corrugated asbestos based 
roof panels, lower them, then cut up and 
take off the wood purloins and rafters, 
and throw them down.  This all had to be 
stacked and cleaned up.  Then we raised 
five metal rafters with ropes and brawn 
that weighed between five to six hundred 
pounds and anchored them to the walls 
and screwed metal purloins to them.  The 
twenty four feet long by one meter wide 
metal roofing panels were then screwed to 
the purloins-sixteen per side.  The wood 

and hanging ceilings and electrical 
lighting wires have since been 
removed and are being replaced in 
lieu of the start of the spring semester.
 There are six returning second 
year students and about fifteen new 
students planning to attend the Bible 
school this spring semester, beginning 
January 7.  We have a new men’s 
leader, Brother Misael, from San 
Juan Sacatepequez, Guatemala.  He 
is a 2017 graduate who pastored for 
one year in Belize after graduating.  
Anticipation is high among the faculty 
and staff for a great group of students 
to work with and train for the ministry.  
Please pray for God’s anointing and 
direction for all that goes on at this 
mission.  We are grateful for your 
partnership with OBI Guatemala.

For souls, The Penningtons

Termite ridden rafters 
and purloins removed

New metal ratfers being installed

Getting ready to raise the first new 
500-600 lb. metal truss-quite a job 

with ropes

Waiting on the cut for the 
final piece of roof panel Left to right: Anson Miller, Donald 

Henley, Mike Pogue, Mike Pennington, 
Daniel Portio, Rick Mitchell

Certificate of appreciation presented 
to the Penningtons by the national 

staff at Alumni convention

Dinner served at the Bible school

Returning second year studentsTwo prospective students on each end 
-2018 graduate Osmani and Pastor Jacob 
Sapon(06 grad)in center- all from Puerto 

Zia, Nicaragua posing in front of new 
muriel on garage at the Bible school.

Radio $300
each month

General  operations 
$5500 each month

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
Yes, I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.

 General Operation $__________  Radio $____________________  Monthly Gift   One Time Gift
Make all checks out to OBI Guatemala with fund designated, noted in the memo. Please send all correspondence to 
PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850
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Current staff-2019

 G r e e t i n g s 
friends and 
supporters! We are 
off and running 
in 2019.  The 
Spring semester 
started January 7.  
We have 10 new 
students and 6 
returning students 

for a total of 16.  Three are from 
Nicaragua, 1 from Honduras, 1 from 
Columbia. S. A., and 11 from various 
states of Guatemala.  We also started 
off the new year with a new Men’s 
leader- Misael Boror (17 Grad) from 
San Juan Sacatepequez, Guatemala.  
All of the activities the students are 
involved in contribute to their training 

for the ministry, including: class and 
study time, work detail, evangelism, radio 
broadcasts, outreach services, multiple 
daily devotions, drama presentations, 
and attendance at five services weekly in 
our churches.  They sometimes manage 
to squeeze in a few hours of recreation 
(soccer) each week as well.  It is our 
privilege to work alongside the national 
staff with these dedicated young people 
and help equip them for service in the 
vineyard of the Lord.
 We have been on several outreach/
promotional services in local area 
churches so far this spring, and in some not 
so local (6 hours away).  They have been 
beneficial for fellowship and presenting 
the school to prospective students.
 Physical work always has a part in 
any missionary endeavor, and ours is 
no exception.  Work has been done on 

replacing the electricity and ceiling 
on the second level of the Bible 
school building.  Installing the soffit, 
parapet flashing and guttering after 
the roof replacement in December is 
progressing well.  We had to buy a 
computer for the office and new tires 
for the Nissan truck.  Other projects 
are scheduled for upcoming weeks 
as time and finances permit.  (Girls 
shower floor replacement, new roof 
for the garage/workshop area).
 Thank you for your prayers and 
giving of your money to see this 
ministry continue to bless many souls 
for God’s glory.  Our prayer is that the 
blessings of Almighty God may rest 
upon your lives. 

For souls, The Penningtons

New Men’s leader
Misael Boror (17 Grad)

Men students on personal 
evangelism

Nicaraguan student preaching on 
street evangelism 

First year Students from 4 Countries

With pastor (in orange shirt) on 
outreach service

Soffit and guttering being installed

New gutter and soffit being installed

Marriage seminar service in Joyabaj, Xol 
Quichche, Guatemala  

  New counter-flashing and parapet 
coping in place

   New lights and ceiling installed in 
girl’s dorm hallway

Second year students

Radio $300
each month

General  operations 
$5500 each month

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
Yes, I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.

 General Operation $__________  Radio $____________________  Monthly Gift   One Time Gift
Make all checks out to OBI Guatemala with fund designated, noted in the memo. Please send all correspondence to 
PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850
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May/June 2019

Praying for students at practicum 
send off banquet

Praying for students at practicum 
send off banquet

Pastor Marcelo Kok(88 grad)

Greetings friends 
and supporters!  
 It is an awesome 
thing to be alive 
and serving the 
Lord.  We trust and 
pray that God’s 
grace is with each 
of you.  As of 

April 17 our students finished the first 
semester classes and are on their 30-
day practicum, working in various 
churches with pastors in Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador.  They will 
return May 23 and start the second 
semester May 27.  Please pray for 
their safety and God’s anointing upon 
their ministry and travels.
 The soffit, gutters and downspouts 
have been finished on the Bible 
school building.  This completes the 
roofing replacement that we started 
last Spring. (Which included new 
drop ceilings, wiring and lighting 

for the second level women’s dorm and 
staff housing). Thanks to everyone who 
contributed money, prayed for, and 
participated in the labor of this major 
project.  The rainy season begins about 
the middle of May so it is about to be 
tested for 5 months.  It is nice to not have 
to be concerned about leaking or collapse.  
We are hoping to replace the metal over 
the garage/shop area later this summer at 
a cost of $800.00.
 While in Guatemala this Spring 
we took the students on about a dozen 
outreach services to promote the school, 
encourage alumni, evangelize the area, 
and participate in the meetings.  This 
is always a good training time for them 
with a lot of positive results for the local 
church that they help.
 Our church in Prados began as a cell 
group 14 years ago.  In 2012 we installed 
a permanent pastor and began renting 
a facility for $125.00 per month.  The 
church has been self sufficient and grown.  
The owner of the property needs to sell 
it for medical reasons and has offered it 

to us for $26,000.00.  Our church on 
campus has outgrown the buildings 
there, and are raising money to buy 
land in Los Alamos.  It is now a 
commercial/industrial zone and land 
is very expensive.  They have raised 
about $3,000.00 in the last two years, 
but need $80,000.00 to buy a lot in 
area.  These are big expenses, but we 
serve a big God.  Join us in prayer 
for these needs.  If you would like 
to contribute toward these projects, 
please designate your donation 
accordingly.
 We are back in the States 
itinerating until mid-summer and 
hope to see many of you.  Our oldest 
grandson graduates from high school, 
and two more grandchildren are on 
the way this year!  The downhill part 
of this life sure picks up a lot of speed.  
Thanks for your prayers and financial 
support for us and the mission.

For souls, The Penningtons

 Gutter and soffit completed
on north side of Bible school

Drama at outreach service in 
zone 18, Guatemala City 

 Students singing at outreach service 
in Villa Canales 

Students singing at outreach service 
in Los Ocotes 

Soffit installation on north side of 
Bible school 

Soffit, gutter and downspout finished 
on south side of Bible school

Radio $300
each month

General  operations 
$5500 each month

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
Yes, I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.

 General Operation $__________  Radio $____________________  Monthly Gift   One Time Gift
Prados Property Purchase $__________ Los Alamos Property Purcase $_____________

Make all checks out to OBI Guatemala with fund designated, noted in the memo.
Please send all correspondence to PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850
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July/Aug./Sept. 2019

Antioquia Assemblea de Dios church 
in San Isidro Lempa, El Salvador

Pastor Luis Saldivar (San Isidro Lempa)

A Lady praying for Salvation in Arce

The building used for the Bible school in 
Santa Anna, El Salvador from 1988-1991

First year students 
at banquet August 20

Second year students 
at banquet August 20

Students on evangelism in August‒ 
15 prayed for Salvation

Pastor Rueben Piner 
(89 Grad from El Salvador) Ebenezer Church 

in San Antonio Pahonal, El Salvador

 Greetings friends 
and supporters!  
The Bible school is 
nearing the end of 
the year activities.   
Our second send 
off banquet for 
the students’ 30-
day practicum was 

held August 20.  They are presently 
working with churches in Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, and various 
departments of Guatemala.  They left 
out the first week of September and 
will return the first week of October.  
We have combined our alumni 
convention with Graduation this year, 
which will be October 10-12.  There 
are special activities planned for this 
highly anticipated event.  Six young 
people will graduate.  The theme 
for the convention this year is “A 
Workman That is not Ashamed.”
 While in Guatemala in August, 
Brother Pennington, Brother Juan 

Carlos, and Brother Daniel went on a 
promotional outreach to El Salvador.  The 
Bible school had a branch in Santa Anna, 
El Salvador for 3 years (1988-91) when 
civil war broke out and guerilla combat 
and warfare disrupted the country.   Brother 
Juan Carlos was teaching/directing 
the school there when this happened.   
Tanks rolling by the compound, bombs 
exploding nearby, execution squads 
in the neighborhood killing civilians, 
and bullets flying around the place in 
the night are some of the stories that he 
related about those days.  But through it 
all, young men trained for the ministry.   
We ministered in three churches that 
were pastored by graduates of the school 
in El Salvador; Brother Juan Martinez in 
Achuapa, Brother Ruben Pinera in San 
Antonio, and Brother Rafael Grajeda in 
Metapan.  We had other services as well, 
but it was wonderful to see the fruits of 
the work in El Salvador 30 years later.
 All four of our churches had 
anniversary services in August.  These 
were conducted Friday through Sunday 

on each weekend.  We appreciate the 
faithfulness of our pastors, workers, 
and members in these congregations 
and their work for the kingdom of 
God.  There was good worship, 
fellowship and food in each meeting.
 On a personal note, we had two 
new arrivals in our family.  Our son 
Jason and wife Vickie Pennington 
welcomed Gabriella August 12, and 
our daughter Sarah and husband 
Donald Henley had Owen Patrick 
September 3.  That makes 14 
grandchildren!  Thank God for their 
safe arrival, as both were early. 
 We appreciate each one of you 
and your continued prayer and 
financial support for this mission 
work, and look forward to seeing 
many of you while home teaching at 
OBI and itenerating this fall/winter.   
Our prayers are with you.

For Souls, The Penningtons

Waiting on the cut for the 
final piece of roof panel

Radio $300
each month

General  operations 
$5500 each month

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
Yes, I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.

 General Operation $__________  Radio $____________________  Monthly Gift   One Time Gift
Prados Property Purchase $__________ Los Alamos Property Purcase $_____________

Make all checks out to OBI Guatemala with fund designated, noted in the memo.
Please send all correspondence to PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850

With Pastor Oscar Galdamez, 
Prince of Peace Church 

in Arce, El Libertad, El Salvador
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2019-2020

 Greetings friends 
and supporters!  
The year 2019 is 
winding down and 
2020 is looming 
on the horizon.  
We trust and 
pray that each of 
you are well and 
victorious for the 

right in the moral battle of good and 
evil that humanity is engaged with.  
The Bible school is on their vacation 
time (like our June, July, and August) 
and the next school session will 
begin the first week of January.  We 
have eight 2nd year students, several 
prospective 1st year students and all of 
the faculty and staff returning for the 
2020 school term.
 We had a wonderful Alumni 
Convention and Graduation ceremony 
on October 10-12.  About 50 Alumni 
from several countries attended the 
convention.  Family, friends, and 
church members joined many of 

them on graduation day to celebrate with 
the six graduates on the completion of 
their studies.  We presented a plaque of 
appreciation to Brother Armando Ararat 
for 18 years of serving as a teacher.  He 
resigned in May 2019 to focus more on 
his pastoral duties in Los Olivas.  Our 
Graduation speaker was Pastor Noe 
Calderon from Villa Hermosa.  He 
preached an outstanding, challenging 
message to the graduates to send them 
out into the gospel harvest field.
 One project that we have for the 
Spring of 2020 is the replacement of the 
roof over the garage/storage area attached 
to the main building.  This houses all of 
the tools, equipment, and water filtration 
system and staff laundry space.  The cost 
is around $2,000 for new metal rafters, 
purloins and metal roofing panels.  Later 
on in December we would like to replace 
the roof on the mission house which would 
entail the same process as we did on the 
main building in 2018 (Removing all of 
the asbestos roofing panels and wooden 
rafters and purloins and replacing them 

with metal ones).  This will cost about 
$10,000.  If you would like to help 
with either of these projects please 
designate your offerings accordingly 
on the coupon at the bottom of this 
newsletter.
  God has been very faithful 
over the years to supply all of our 
needs through the generosity of His 
servants.  We trust Him for the general 
operations cost ($6,300 per month) 
and the radio broadcast expense ($300 
per month).  Thanks to all of you who 
regularly pray for and financially 
contribute to this mission work.   God 
bless you for your participation in His 
Kingdom’s advancement.

For souls, the Penningtons

Radio $300
each month

General  operations 
$5500 each month

OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon
Yes, I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.

 General Operation $__________  Radio $____________________  Monthly Gift   One Time Gift
Replace roof on garage/storage area $__________ Replace roof on mission house  $_____________

Make all checks out to OBI Guatemala with fund designated, noted in the memo.
Please send all correspondence to PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850

Students singing “Sowing the Word”
at graduation

Graduates, 1st year students, 
faculty and staff

Part of the alumni
attending the convention

Part of the alumni
attending the convention

Pastor Noe Calderon and wife 
gradation speaker

Presentation of colors at graduation

Graduates

Presenting plaque to Brother Ararat for 
18 years of service to the school

International group in the kitchen for 
breakfast the morning after graduation 

with 7 countries represented
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Spring 2020

 Greetings friends 
and supporters!
 The spring semester 
for 2020 is under 
way in Guatemala 
at the Bible School.  
We have students 
from Guatemala, 
Honduras, and 
Nicaragua enrolled.   

Our national staff and faculty are in 
full swing training mode as they lead 
the students in devotions, teaching, 
evangelism, and all the other facets of 
preparation for ministry. 
 Sister Pennington is teaching 
English class this Spring and back 
on the job as resident alteration 

specialist.  The students like to learn 
and practice their English on us.
 We replaced the roof on the garage/
storage and staff laundry area in 
January.  There were a lot of rats living 
in the walls that we exterminated with 
machetes and broom handles after 
pouring over two gallons of bleach 
down the holes on top of the walls 
when we removed the roof.  We then 
filled the holes with concrete before 
installing the new roof so they will not 
have a convenient place to congregate 
again.  Our thanks to all who gave to 
this much needed project.  It will be 
nice when the rainy season comes from 
May-October to not have to contend 
with a leaky roof.
 Brother Pennington, Brother 
Juan Carlos, and Brother Daniel are 

planning an itinerary to the northern 
coast of Honduras the first two weeks 
of February to visit alumni who are 
pastoring there and to promote the 
school for prospective students and to 
evangelize.  They are scheduled for 
13+ services, and are trusting God for 
His anointing and traveling protection 
and mercies.
 The radio fund could use a boost 
in the arm at this time.  It costs $300 
per month for weekday broadcasts on 
the sixth most listened to Christian 
radio station (out of 37) in Guatemala. 
May God richly bless each of you in 
your walk with Him as you follow 
His will.  

For souls, The Penningtons

Radio $300
each month

General  operations 
$5500 each month OBI Guatemala Donation Coupon

Yes, I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.

� General Operation $____________� Radio $_____________� Monthly Gift  � One Time Gift

Replace roof on mission house  $_____________

Make all checks out to OBI Guatemala with fund designated, noted in the memo.

Please send all correspondence to PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850

 Central Park outdoor evangelistic 
service in San Miguel Petapa

 New roofing metal being unloaded

New roof partially installedWelding rafter extensions

Sis. Pennington teaching English class10 of 25 rats dispatched

Removing old roof

Machete rat brigade

Old corrugated metal removed
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