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HAPPY NEW YEAR -- 2010 – MARK YOUR CALENDAR
JANUARY
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12 13
14
15 16
17
18
19 20
21
22 23
24
25
26 27
28
29 30
31
Residence Halls open Jan 2.
Registration Jan. 4 & 5. Classes begin
Jan. 6. Revival Jan. 5-10
APRIL
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs
1
4
5
6
7
8
11
12
13
14
15
18
19
20
21
22
25
26
27
28
29
Final exams Apr. 20-22.
Commencement Apr. 23
JULY
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs
1
4
5
6
7
8
11 12
13
14
15
18 19
20
21
22
25 26
27
28
29
Camp Peniel July 5-9

Fri
2
9
16
23
30

Sat
3
10
17
24

Fri Sat
2
3
9 10
16 17
23 24
30 31

OCTOBER
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15 16
17
18
19
20
21
22 23
24
25
26
27
28
29 30
31 Midterm exams Oct. 12-15 Annual
Convocation Oct. 18-21 Break Oct. 22-25
Classes reconvene October 26

FEBRUARY
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs
1
2
3
4
7
8
9
10
11
14 15
16
17
18
21 22
23
24
25
28

Fri
5
12
19
26

Sat
6
13
20
27

Midterm exams Feb. 15-18.
Midterm break Feb. 19 - Mar. 1

Sun Mon Tues
2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25

M AY
W ed Thurs
5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

AUGUST
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs
1
2
3
4
5
8
9
10
11
12
15
16
17
18
19
22
23
24
25
26
29
30
31

NOVEM BER
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs
1
2
3
4
7
8
9
10
11
14
15
16
17
18
21
22
23
24
25
28
29
30
Thanksgiving Break Nov. 24-29
Classes Reconvene Nov. 30

Fri Sat
1
7
8
14 15
21 22
28 29

Fri
6
13
20
27

Sat
7
14
21
28

Fri
5
12
19
26

Sat
6
13
20
27

M ARCH
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs
1
2
3
4
7
8
9
10
11
14 15
16
17
18
21 22
23
24
25
28 29
30
31
Classes Reconvene Mar. 2
Decision Days Mar. 18-21

Fri Sat
5
6
12 13
19 20
26 27

JUNE
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11 12
13
14
15
16
17
18 19
20
21
22
23
24
25 26
27
28
29
30

SEPTEM BER
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri
1
2
3
5
6
7
8
9 10
12
13
14
15
16 17
19
20
21
22
23 24
26
27
28
29
30
Residence Halls open Sept. 3
Registration Sept. 4, 6
Classes Begin Sept. 7 Revival Sept. 7-12

Sat
4
11
18
25

DECEM BER
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1
2
3 4
5
6
7
8
9
10 11
12
13
14
15
16
17 18
19
20
21
22
23
24 25
26
27
28
29
30
31
Final exams Dec. 7-10
Fall term ends Dec. 17

The President Writes
THE PEACE FOUND
ONLY ON THE
SECOND LEVEL

By President Daniel E. Taylor
“Then the same day at evening,
being the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus
and stood in the midst, and saith unto them,
Peace be unto you. And when he had so said,
he shewed unto them his hands and his side.
Then were the disciples glad, when they saw
the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again,
Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent
me, even so send I you” (John 20:19-21).
J. W ilbur Chapman observed that of
the 40+ people Jesus is reported to have
healed in the Gospels 34 were brought by
friends or family to Jesus–only 6 came
directly to Him or Him to them. W hy?
Because most of the time problems paralyze
us rather than mobilize us, and we need help
getting to Jesus.
Verse 18 says that Mary Magdalene
came to the upper room where the disciples
were hiding on Easter Sunday morning. She
came in obedience to a direct command from
the resurrected Christ to whom she had just
spoken outside the garden tomb. Jesus gave
her a special message to the disciples in
verse 17, “...but go to my brethren, and say
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and
your Father; and to my God, and your God.”
At first glance, it seems like such a short
message after such an emotional three days.
But in that brief message the disciples heard
three vital things:
(1) Jesus was alive! And their
hopes were alive with Him, as Job said, “I
know that my redeemer liveth.”
(2) God was still on the throne in
spite of all they had been through.
(3) And there was still a partnership
between Jesus and his disciples concerning
an enterprise of which they were not certain.
The events that took place between
Sunday morning and Sunday evening are
recorded in the various Gospels. Among
them were:
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(1) The ascension and bringing the
Old Testament saints to glory.
(2)His private meeting with Peter.
(3) And his visit with the brethren
on the road to Emmaus
These are just a few of the events
that took place that first Easter Sunday.
During that long day, between Mary’s arrival
with the message and Jesus’ appearance, the
disciples pondered their next move or if they
even had one. Mary’s message of the
morning offered a glimmer of hope, but the
Scripture said that to some of them it seemed
as “idle tales.”
Verse 19 describes how that a bleak
upper room is suddenly invaded by the hope
of all hopes. “Then the same day at evening,
being the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews.” If the
history of Christianity had ended there, the
world would be a dreadful chaotic place.
CHRIST’S FIRST “PEACE BE
UNTO YOU.”
But just at that moment,
“came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith
unto them, Peace be unto you.”
Then as if the sight of scars would
assist them in experiencing this peace verse
20 says, “And when he had so said, he
shewed unto them his hands and his side.”
The sound of his voice and the sight of those
awful wounds, now only the scars of the
past, brought joy to the upper room. Verse
20, “Then were the disciples glad, when they
saw the Lord.”
W hen we read verse 20 and see the
gladness that fills those frightened disciples
hearts, it’s almost as if you can hear the sigh
of relief. Think of what this meant–seeing the
risen Jesus alive, scars intact, just returned
from offering his own blood on the eternal
altar of God!
The disciples no doubt
thought, “Its done!” And it was–Jesus had
tasted death for every man (Hebrews 2:9),
but for salvation to be experienced it had to
be believed in.
So the first “Peace be unto you”
was in regard to their own hope of
salvation.
CHRIST’S SECOND “PEACE
BE UNTO YOU.” But when He said
“Peace be unto you” again, it is peace that
only comes from knowing that after you
are saved you are now to do the will of
God in sharing the Gospel with the world.
Jesus is telling the disciples that, yes, the
price of salvation has been paid, and yes, He
is alive forever to mediate a sinner’s
salvation and intercede for a believer. But
it’s a long way from “done.”
Paul describes the next phase a
Christian enters after they make their own

soul’s salvation sure. It’s the concern for the
salvation of the lost. Romans 10:13-15 says,
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they
call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher? And how shall they
preach, except they sent? As it is written ,
How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things!” That is the first
level of peace. W hosoever truly calls on
Jesus will be saved!
Then Paul gives five Hows:
(1) “How then shall they call...?”
(2) “How shall they believe...?”
(3) “How shall they hear...?”
(4) “How shall they preach...?”
(5) “How beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the Gospel of peace” to the
lost!
If you reverse the order, that’s
missionary evangelism. The Christian must
first go, then preach, the lost hear and
believe, and they call!
But the real
question in those verses is “How shall they
be sent?”
Some might say, “Oh well, Bro.
Taylor, I’d be glad to go if somebody would
pay my way and send me.” That’s a long
way from the attitude Paul had toward his
calling. He said, “Woe is unto me if I preach
not...” (1 Corinthians 9:16). And again,
“These hands have ministered unto my
necessities...” (Acts 20:34).
I am not saying that Paul didn’t take
offerings. He did, and the lack of them may
have hindered him, but they did not stop him.
He had been sent.
Looking again at our text, “Then
said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you:
as my Father hath sent me, even so send I
you.” Then in Acts 26:17-18, Jesus told Paul
on the Damascus road, “Delivering thee from
the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom
now I send thee, To open their eyes, and to
turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith
that is in me.” “Except they be sent.”
(Continued on page 4)
D aniel E . Taylor, Editor-in-C hief
W allace E. Joice, Editor C arol J. Joice, G raphic Art
B im onthly publication of O zark C hristian S chools.
Printed in the U .S.A W e are a non-profit religious organization.
A ny contributions are appreciated and are tax deductible.
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Editor’s Notes
Note: This is a sermon preached
by my Assistant Pastor, Ronald D. Moore,
a 1980 OBI graduate. It was preached at
First Assembly of God, Joplin, Missouri. I
thought it was especially appropriate for the
New Year. It was recorded and edited for
this edition of the Standard Bearer.
--Editor Wallace E. Joice

DISTRACTIONS

Ronald D. Moore
I was sharing with Brother Joice
today at the noon hour about a man by the
name of Abraham Maslow, a Psycologist,
who designed a triangle It had five levels
and they all had to do with security. W hen
I first looked at the triangle in class, I
noticed something was missing, so I did a
little work on it. The thing that was missing
was the very foundation which is Christ.
In the church we know that there is
no other foundation. Paul said to the
Corinthian Church, “For other foundation
can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). W hen
things get rough, we always revert to the
very last things that we have to have–you
know, food for our bodies, shelter, these
basic securities. Of course, he found those
as a foundation and built upon that, but what
happens when these are gone? Those things
are not guaranteed to the man that is without
Christ. He has no security, no guarantee that
he will have a roof over his head tomorrow.
Go out on the street and ask the homeless if
he will have a meal tomorrow. He doesn’t
know. He has no idea. And so there is really
nothing certain in this life unless one rests
upon that foundation which is Christ. W hen
one rests upon that foundation, all the other
things in this life will be supplied. What did
the Lord tell the multitudes? He said, “Seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). That is
our security–Christ Jesus. Praise God.
It seems like the last few months I
have reverted to Philippians, chapter 3,
verses 5-15 more than once, and as I was
praying this afternoon, things seemed to
come together, and I want to share from it
with you tonight. Of everything that Paul
wrote, his one pursuit in life was expressed
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here in this passage. And in all of that, we
might say that the high point of Paul’s
comments are simply this, “I press toward
the mark.”
I would like to preach tonight on
DISTRACTIONS. I have noticed that all of
us have at some time or another been
distracted. I get distracted often. W hen I get
ready, I think I am going to take this time to
sit down and read the Scriptures. I do not
have a particular time; however, some time
during the day I read the Scriptures and pray.
And there are various other things that we
try to do throughout the day.
Now some things are determined
for me whether I want to or not. I know that
tomorrow afternoon I will have to be
punched in on the clock at 3:30 p.m. And in
the morning at 8:00 a.m., I have class. The
professor has determined for us that we are
going to have a test. And some of those
things, regardless whether you like it or not,
are determined.
Then there are other things through
the day that we kind of mentally plan. You
ladies, probably at least, have some vague
idea of a few things that you have to get
done tomorrow. W e plan things, but by and
large, at some point in time, we get
distracted away from things that we want to
do.
Now particularly, if it is things that
are spiritual, you can be certain that the devil
is going to endeavor to distract us. Paul was
very specific in his writings here that he had
a goal in mind. I wonder if he might vaguely
have had some idea that the things he talked
about early in this third chapter had become
distractions, had really distracted from that
which is necessary. Perhaps, at one point
God had even begun to deal with him.
I remember at the age of 10 when
the Lord began to deal with me about the
thing that was really essential. We, as
children, have been blessed to have been
raised in church. W hat I am saying is, at
some point in time for us that have been
raised in church, raised with parents that
were Christians, we were aware at least that
God did exist, that there was a God.
However, it really wasn’t until some point in
time that God began to deal with us
specifically about the things that were
needful, and the things that we personally
had to do. But like so often happens in the
case of young people as they are growing up,
they get distracted concerning the things of
God. I know through my teenage years,
even after God had first dealt with me about
what I really needed to do with my life, there

were so many things that came along and
distracted me, and it was years before I was
really able to get to a place where I could
come before God and say, “Lord, I give you
my life, and it is now my purpose to serve
you.”
But the distractions did not stop
when I made that final decision to live for
the Lord and give my life to Him. Even
today, I am aware that there is a devil that
still attempts to distract me from doing the
things that I ought to do. I’ll tell you what,
if I think in my head I’ve got some time and
I am going to go to my study and get down
and pray, immediately something will pop
into my mind to try to draw me away. If I
decide I am going to sit down and spend a
few moments reading the W ord of God,
something will come along to distract me
and try to draw me aside. It takes an effort
and a purpose on the part of every
individual, regardless of who you are, if you
are going to do anything in the realm of
spiritual things, you are going to have to
have your mind made up. The Bible
declares in prophecy that Jesus Himself had
“set his face as a flint” (Isaiah 50:7). He
had a purpose to follow through with the will
of God, and he never, at any point, allowed
Himself to be distracted from that purpose.
Now there are some points that a
person might argue. Here He was passing
through Jericho on His way to Jerusalem and
a man cried out to stop Him. Now that did
not deter Him from His purpose, but rather it
became just simply one of those things
within the realm of what He’d set out to do.
That day He ministered to blind Bartimaeus,
but it was within the scope of His purpose.
W hen we serve God, we are never out of the
will of God when we find it within our
power to minister to somebody. But I am
talking about being distracted from that
realm in which we live, living for God.
THE DISTRACTION OF
W ORLDLY DESIRES
I think probably one of the most
tragic of distractions in a person’s life was in
the case of a young man named Demas. I
have no doubt that Demas knew the Lord, a
time that this young man came to a saving
knowledge of Christ, and the Lord had led
him into the ministry. Paul makes mention
of Demas in different places as he’s penning
words to the different churches. Demas is
alluded to as a fellow laborer, a young man
that had taken part in the ministry, but sadly
as we come to Paul’s second letter as he is
(Continued on page 5)

The President Writes (Continued from page 2)
Taking all these things about being
sent into consideration, can you even
imagine the fulness of what Jesus means in
verse 21 of our text, “as my Father hath sent
me, even so send I you?”
To what extent are the similarities
between how the Father sent Jesus to save
the lost and how Jesus sends us to save the
lost? “As my Father hath sent me, even so
send I you.”
W hen we were “born again,” were
we born to serve His purpose in the world
like Jesus was born to serve the Father’s
purpose? “As my Father hath sent me, even
so send I you.”
Are our experiences part of our
preparation for this service like Jesus’
experiences were? “As my Father hath sent
me, even so send I you.”
M ust we be willing to suffer if
necessary to accomplish this work Jesus has
for us, like He suffered to do His Father’s
will? “As my Father hath sent me, even so
send I you.”
Must our faithfulness be so
consistent with his faithfulness that when we
reach the end of our life, we die still
attempting to reach the lost? “As my Father
hath sent me, even so send I you.”
But that’s not the dominant feeling
one sees even in our so called Bible
believing churches today. To many today,
the work of carrying the Gospel to the ends
of the earth is thought to be a matter of little
importance. They feel that spoon-feeding
those who have become part of the church is
the most important thing today.
The mission of the church as it was
commissioned by its Founder (Jesus) was
that its chief end was to proclaim the Gospel
to every lost person on earth, disciple
believers, and establish churches. But that’s
not the vision of many in today’s church.
Some would say, “Brother Taylor, what
makes you think that?”
(1) W e see it in the attitude of
many churches toward missions. In many
Pastors’ minds, there is a fear that missionary
work will rob the local work of much needed

Special Speaker
Clifford Hurst

funds. I’ve felt it myself, but God said
“prove me,” and I have.
(2) W e see it in the way most
Christians give to missions. You need to look
at our current economic down turn as a
reason to give rather than a reason not to.
(3) W e see it in most prayer
meetings where the requests are seldom for
the harvest.
(4) W e see it in the inclination of
some churches not to want to supply
missionaries to the world.
(5) W e see it in our songs and
worship. In D.L. Moody’s day, songs like,
“Let the Lower Lights Be Burning,” “Throw
Out the Lifeline,” “Jesus Saves,” “Send the
Light” were sung at revivals. Now its ditties
like “Just to know I’ve been redeemed makes
me feel good.”
(6) W e see it in this school (OBI).
W here are the men and women who are on
fire to take the Gospel to the world, and
obey the great commission?
W hat would happen if the
churches’ mission to reach the lost was
given first place again? Again, some might
say, “W ell, Brother Taylor, these are the last
days, we can’t do it like that anymore. We
have to defend the faith, fight against
compromise, and stand for the truth!” Read
Paul’s letters; he did all that and was the
greatest missionary the church ever produced
at the same time!
Listen saints, if we spend all our
time trying to keep Demas from going to
Thessalonica and having a fling with the
world, we are going to let others go to hell
unreached and Demas will go anyway!
Let us look at David Livingston,
missionary to Central Africa. Along the
Zambez River, he faced many things such as
poisonous insects, snakes, hostile tribes, and
head hunters. There was even a whole party
of secular explorers massacred. He had
reached a crucial point in his work, his
guides were near revolt, and his own fears
were getting the best of him. He stopped,
pulled his Bible from his pack, and read
Matthew 28:18-20, “And Jesus came and
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spake unto them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world,
Amen.” Then with his faith renewed by
hearing himself read the W ord of God, he
went on.
There is a story of a teacher that
said to the students that they could bring as
much information when they took the test as
would fit on an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper. One
brought an advanced logic student who stood
on the piece of paper and told him the
answers. He got an A. W hen Livingston
faced his test, he opened to the page and the
one with all the answers stood and said, “Go
ye...and I am with you alway...”
W e say that the only option for a
Christian towards missions is to go or send.
But I have seen a third option, default. This
word default means failure to do something
required by duty, or a failure to perform or
make good on a responsibility. So if the
missionary option is to either go or send,
how come the biggest percentage of
professing Christians do neither?
Have you ever thought of how many
people go to hell everyday by default? Oh,
they deserved to go no doubt, but so do you.
I am not talking about backslidden church
people who have rejected Jesus time and
time again. I’m talking about that huge
number of lost people that God knows would
accept Jesus if they ever heard an anointed
presentation of the Gospel. People who are
harvestable, but never reached! In hell by
default of the laborers. What’s worse is to
think of any in hell because of your
disobedience to the perfect will of God for
your life, which is the peace found only on
the second level.
“Then said Jesus to them again,
Peace be unto you: as my father hath sent
me, even so send I you.”

Ozark Bible Institute and College Commencement 2010
Exercises at Bible Holiness Assembly of God
614 North High Street
Neosho, Missouri
April 23, 2010
6:00 p.m.

Editor’s Notes ( Distractions, Continued from page 3)
penning those final words before he gave his
life, “Do thy diligence to come shortly unto
me for Demas hath forsaken me having
loved this present world” (2 Timothy
4:9,10). Sometime in the life of this young
man, things began to draw his attention
away. The Bible doesn’t say, but we can
speculate that something got into his mind
and he became distracted, was drawn aside
and maybe missed reading a portion of the
Bible.
It never starts with great thing. It is
always some little thing, just a small, minute
distraction that seems to draw us away from
our purpose. Then if we allow those things
to take place, little by little they will draw us
away and become a larger thing. The wise
man said, “The little foxes, that spoil the
vine” (Song of Solomon 2:15). Not the big
ones, but the little ones that are small enough
that they can weave in and out close to the
vine and create problems. Just little things,
but Demas was drawn away, and we finally
have those last parting words and we never
hear of Demas again. “Demas hath forsaken
me, having loved this present world.”
Drawn away from the things of God–just
little things.
THE DISTRACTION OF
W ORLDLY CONCERNS
Jesus, in speaking of the things that
distract us in Luke, chapter 8, talks about the
soils and one of those that He speaks of is
the grain that fell among the thorns. He
says, “And some fell among thorns; and the
thorns sprang up with it, and choked it.” He
goes on to say, “They which fell among the
thorns are they, which when they have
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares,
and riches and pleasures of this life...” And
it is often that we among our persuasion deal
with riches and pleasures and things like
these.
W e spend time making people
understand that they must be careful not to
be distracted by riches and by the pleasures
of this life, but we pass over the cares of this
life. You can be drawn away by the cares of
this life–distracted–so caught up, particularly
when your children are young, and when
there is so much to do. There are so many
things that need to get done that you are
aware I’ve got to get up, and I’ve got to
prepare my husband’s lunch and get him off
to work. I know the kids have got to get
ready for school, and you get their lunches
ready and you’ve got to lay out their clothes,
and this and that–just simply thinking about
getting the things done that are necessary.
Not that we get caught up with
riches–most of us don’t have any riches to
worry about, and we don’t have time to

worry even if we could afford them–simply
the day-to-day living that is so apt to get us
distracted from the things that we need to be
concerned with. Dad knows that Johnny
needs new shoes, Susie needs this, and
Mama needs that, and it is so easy for us to
always have our mind and our attention
distracted. “I can’t afford to miss work, I’ve
got to get to work, and Friday, I’ve got to get
my check,” and our minds get so caught up
with things that are just necessary. Thus we
get distracted by those things that are so
necessary. I think I mentioned at the
beginning of this sermon that Jesus said,
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness.” I think the tenor of the
Scripture here means LEST YE GET
DISTRACTED. The Lord has promised us
that if we concentrate ourselves upon those
things that are the most needful, God will
take care of the rest.
There has been a time in my life
when I was on active duty and was a little
more well-off than I am now. But there
came that time when they released me from
active duty and my pay was reduced quite a
bit. Then it was a very different story. The
pressures once again begin to set it, trying to
make sure I have enough to get by week by
week, and month by month. So apt to get
caught up! Paul said I have one objective,
and that is to “know him in the power of his
resurrection and the fellowship of his
suffering.”
Very seldom do I ever see blinders
on a horse anymore, but they still use them
on occasion. Especially on draft horses that
draw wagons to keep them from being
distracted by the things around them so that
they might concentrate on that which is
necessary, and the most needful.
THE DISTRACTION OF MISSING
GOD’S PURPOSE
Now there are other distractions in
life, and every one of these come from the
enemy regardless of what type of distraction
it is. It comes from the enemy in order to get
us drawn away from our purpose, and miss
the mark! Miss out completely!
Now Jesus and the disciples got
into a ship to cross the lake. “Now it came to
pass on a certain day, that he went into a
ship with his disciples: and he said unto
them, Let us go over unto the other side of
the lake” (Luke 8:22).
That was the
purpose. That was the intent. That was
what Jesus said. You know when the Lord
tells you to do something, He intends for you
to accomplish it. It is the same principle.
W hen we got saved, He said that He wanted
us to make it to the other side. W e like to
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use Jordan as crossing over to the other side
which in typology is not right, but we like to
think of it that way. The Jordan really was
that boundary that we had to cross over to
this spiritual walk. None-the-less, Jesus
wants us to make it to the other side. He
wants us to someday to walk in, step
eternally into the presence of God. That is
His purpose. And He told the disciples let us
go over unto the other side. That was His
purpose. He had business over there and
intended for the disciples to get there. But in
the midst of the sea, there rose a storm and
they were distracted from their purpose.
Then we find them simply struggling for
their lives, having forgotten what Jesus
intended for them to do. Distracted by a
storm. Every one of us face them. W e face
storms in this life, whatever type they may
be. I could probably name several and not
even touch upon your storm, because there
are so many kinds..
I remember my dad telling me how
they weathered the storms there in the North
Atlantic. He said that he had been in the
ship and seen the waves at times as much as
90 feet above the ship. W hen you are in a
ship on the ocean, the waves seem bigger
and the ship starts looking very little.
I imagine that there were times
when Peter, James, John, and Andrew were
out in their ship, and it seemed they had a
large fishing boat. But in the midst of this
storm, it seemed little. It probably felt like a
thimble. In the midst of the storm, they were
distracted from what Jesus had instructed
them to do. Matter-of-fact, they came to
Him and awoke Him, and said, “Master, we
perish.” They had forgotten that Jesus said
we are going “unto the other side of the
lake.” How is it that they could perish when
Jesus had given them specific instructions.
He intends for us to walk this life by faith.
Paul said, “We walk by faith and not by
sight” (2 Corinthians 5:2). And it is the will
of God for US to make it to the other side.
How is it that we could lose sight and be
distracted from our purpose by the storms of
life, and come to a place and say, “M aster, I
am going to perish, when it is not His will
that we should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.” But we get distracted
by those things that the devil brings upon us,
and begins to whisper in our ears, “You are
not going to make it. You’re just not going
to make it.” And we begin to wring our
hands and say, “O God, I believe I am going
down this time; I’m not going to make it.”
But the Psalmist said in Psalm 94:18, “When
I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O Lord,
held me up.” Oh, “...He is faithful that
promised” (Hebrew 10:23).
I’ve been
C ontinued on pg 6
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reminded that Paul wrote in Philippians,
chapter 1, verse 6, “Being confident of this
very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it unto the day of
Jesus Christ.” He has promised and, oh, if
we can just maintain our hold upon Him,
trusting in Him, regardless of how great the
storm that comes against us, He will bring us
to the other side. Because “He is faithful
that promised.”
THE REM EDY FOR DISTRACTIONS
John tells us in Revelation 19:11
that He hath a name “Faithful and True.” If
we can just keep our focus, our attention
upon Him! Peter stepped out of the boat,
when Jesus said, “Come.” They were in the
midst of a storm and Jesus said, “Come.”
As long as he had his sights upon Him, he
continued to walk above the waves. But
when he got distracted, he began to sink and
had to cry out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus said,
“O, where is your faith?” There was not a
storm that could come against Peter as long
as his mind was focused upon Christ.
In that final hour, as Jesus stood
before the Sanhedrin and Peter being where
he could see Jesus, allowed himself to be
distracted when that little woman came and
said, “Aw, you’re one of them.” But he said,

“No, I’m not. I don’t know Him.” The third
time he denied him, the Bible said that Jesus
looked at him. Oh, how that look must have
pierced his soul. The Bible said he went out
and wept bitterly. He got his attention off of
Christ. He was distracted and failed the
Lord. Oh, that is how we fail the Lord,
when we become distracted.
But you
cannot fail God when you have your eyes
upon Him.
Moses got distracted by the turmoil
and the chaos that was going on. Crying out,
“O we are going to die of thirst.” W e are
starving in this wilderness. The murmuring
went on and on and Moses got distracted,
and spoke unadvisedly. The Psalmist said it
went “ill against Moses for their sakes
(Psalm 106:32). Being distracted, Moses
lost the opportunity for that thing that he
longed for the most.
Many a person today has lost out
with God or failed to fulfill His perfect will
because they got distracted. Paul said, “I
press toward the mark...” My focus, my
attention, is upon Him, and that is what I am
striving for. This is a day when we have got
to keep our focus, our attention on Christ.
and as long as our focus is upon Him, He
will keep us in this hour in which we live.
He has been so gracious to us
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taking care of our needs, and if we will
continue to look to Him, He will bring us in.
There will come a day when we will find out
it was worth it.
I sometimes think about an incident
that happened several years ago. I was in
the National Guard ready to do a two mile
march. W e had an hour to do it in, and
didn’t have to run, but I chose to. As I
started out running, the Lord pointed out to
me. (W hen I was out of breath and ready to
quit) People of faith may also start running,
but quit and lose out if they don’t persevere
and finish. I kept on running and remember
as I finally came in sight of the finish line, I
thought, I’m almost there. But I had to keep
on and only after I crossed that line did I
think, “I made it.” But I had to keep my
attention on the finish line, or I could have
lost out. Now there is a finish line for every
one of us, some sooner than others. But for
everyone of us, there is a finish line and we
too must stay focused. Some get tripped up
and lose out, but eventually those who
persevere will make it. They make it
because they had a focus, refusing to be
distracted. W e, too, will make it if we keep
focused with our eyes upon Him. W alking
by faith, we each can gain the prize.
The end

“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14).

GOD’S WILL –
Nothing more, nothing less!

Special Speaker
Rev. Micah Perry

/ Services and activities planned especially for you!
/ Interesting classes prepared with you in mind!
/ Prayer times so that you may talk to God,
and God may talk to you!

Registration: Noon to 5:00 p.m. on Thursday – Juniors, Seniors, or Qualifying Graduates
ALL OTHERS $35.00
Contact OBI Registrar: Bonnie Stoner, (417) 451-2057 or write: OBI, PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850-0398, E-mail: obi@juno.com

DEAN’S LIST FALL 2009
Caleb Williams, Jake Dillehay, Anna Harter, Andrea Hutson, Ryan Riggs, Jessie Hoover, Amber Edwards, Shayla Smith, Sara Lewis, Jessica
Farmer, Charlotte Knox, Andrew Shumpert, Ryan Thomas, Kasey Carpenter, Rebekah Hicks, Heather Thomas, Crystal Dillehay, Chris Beth
Biggerstaff, Kenneth Crews, Colleen Rojak, Debra Wofford, Brittany Smith
The above are listed in order of hours carried, all having a 4.0 GPA.

HONOR ROLL FALL 2009
Joshua Ritchie 3.846, Sara Beth Astor 3.833, Robin Bennett 3.833, Tabitha Miller 3.829, Kirah Pries 3.829, Stephen Flowers 3.818, Scotty
Shumpert 3.813, Brandon Chan 3.813, Emily Smith 3.744, Megan Gaines 3.692, Amanda Johnson 3.684, Todd Jarvis 3.657, Michael Brannon
3.625, Rachel Hicks 3.625, Nathan Brimm 3.617, David Hilton 3.590, Charity Zerbel 3.556, Tim Laurito 3.520
Honor roll is based on 12 hours or more and is listed according to GPA.

OBI Guatemala Update
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Home Projects

Looking back over the last few years we are amazed at what God has accomplished from a physical standpoint as
far as improvements to the facilities around the campus, the church in Villa Hermosa, our vehicles and various church
building projects in Guatemala. This has been possible because of the generosity of many individuals, who have been
burdened by the Lord and given sacrificially to see these things achieved.
We would like to share some “Home Projects” that require attention as we begin 2010 with approximate costs to
inform those who may want to contribute of their finances, labors, and prayers to some immediate necessities.

85 dodge van needing transmission

97 Hyundai needing shocks, struts etc

Doors and trim installation needed

Landing area needing floor tile

Radio sponsorship needed

Radio sponsorship needed

Sidewalk repairs needed

Cashew tree in area needing terracing

“Home Projects”
Count me in with $________________________
for _________________________________________
I am interested in being on a work team
to come work on campus________________
Count on me for prayer__________________

Handrails and footpads needed

School roof needs replacement

Vehicles:
85 Dodge Van transmission..................................$1500
97 Hyundai shocks, struts, springs..........................$450
Villa Hermosa Church:
Metal staircase handrails, footpads, painting..........$300
S. S. room & bathroom, kitchen door and trim installation..........................................................................$500
Floor tile for landing and 2 small areas (300 sq ft) $375
Radio Sponsorship:
$12 per day needing 20 sponsors per month
Los Alamos Campus:
Sidewalk repair (200 ft)..........................................$600
Cement steps to outer mountain path......................$400
Landscaping on north border of property to control bank
erosion (approximately 250 ft).................. $3000-$4000
Roof replacement:
Termite damaged rafters replaced with metal....$10,000
- $12,000
General Fund Monthly Support:
Our costs to operate the mission work averages $5500
per month. Over the past 6-8 months we have not
maintained this cost in monthly gross receipts.

We realize that with 10%+ unemployment nationwide, rising costs of commodities etc, and not much hope of
economic improvement in the near future, that folks have become more frugal. We also know that God is our provider, and He will make a way for His work to go forward. If you can help us financially that would be great. If you
can come help us in person that would be greater. The greatest thing you can do is pray with us about these “Home
Projects” and entreat God’s blessing on their fulfilment. Thanks for what you do.
     His Laborers The Penningtons
All responses may be directed to OBI Guatemala “Home Projects” PO Box 398 Neosho, MO 64850

Is Daniel's 70 week prophecy relevant for today's Christian?
Daniel 9: 24-27 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an
end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.
25
Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
26
And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall
destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
27
And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
Many dismiss Old Testament prophecy as mythical and irrelevant. However, Christianity believes all Scripture is true and profitable.
Let us look at two reasons Old Testament prophecy can be valuable for today's Christian.
1. OT Prophecy Provides Faith in the Scriptures
Did you know more than 300 Messianic prophecies like this were made in the Old Testament and then fulfilled through Jesus' life,
death and resurrection? The chances of one person fulfilling a mere 8 of these prophecies are 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000.
If you mark one of ten tickets, and place all the tickets in a hat, and thoroughly stir them, and then ask a blindfolded man to draw
one, his chance of getting the right ticket is one in ten. Suppose that we take 10^17 (the number above) silver dollars and lay them
on the face of Texas. They'll cover all of the state two feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar
and say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of getting the right one? Just the same chance that the prophets
would've had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true in any one man.
The fulfillment of Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament could not have been manufactured by human means. These prophecies
give credibility to the doctrine of divine inspiration. There are two major events in Daniel’s prophecy that have been fulfilled. Let us
look at them briefly. First, the commandment to rebuild the city of Jerusalem, which the Babylonians had destroyed years earlier. This was fulfilled in 445 BC by Artaxerxes, king of the Medo-Persian Empire (465-424 BC), nearly a century after the prophecy was given. 2:1, we see that this took place "... in the month Nisan (the first month of the Hebrew calendar which occurs in early
spring), in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king (445 BC) ...." Secondly, from the giving of this commandment to the Messiah
would be 69 weeks of years (seven plus threescore and two) after which the Messiah would be cut off (killed). This was fulfilled
when Jesus Christ was crucified on the 14th day of Nisan (the passover) of 32 AD, right on schedule. These two prophecies provide
overwhelming evidence of the authenticity of the Scripture. And if the Scripture be true, then I must believe there is salvation for all
through the atonement. For the Bible says, whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved (Romans 10:13). And if the
Scriptures be true I must also believe God will hear and answer my prayers, for the Bible says, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you (Mt. 7:7).
2. OT Prophecy Promotes the Study of the Scriptures
We have all heard of the wise men from the east who came in search of the Christ child. It is highly likely that the Magi, a number of
rulers and wise men from the east with access to information from the Persian courts knew of Daniel's prophecy. Many scholars believe their calculations would have been based on the 70 weeks prophecy given in Daniel 9:20-27. They knew the very month in
which Messiah was to appear. They knew that the promised Messiah of Israel would make His appearance under the springtime
equinoctial Nisan moon of a certain future year. The wise men would have known that the Messiah of Israel would make His appearance in the spring season of 32 A.D. So backtracking about 30-35 years they had a rough idea as to when the Christ child would be
born. These Gentiles believed the Scriptures, they studied the Scriptures, and they acted on the Scriptures (by going to worship the
messiah).
Men like Martin Luther, John Knox, John Wycliffe, and William Tyndale dedicated their lives so the commoner could have the
Scriptures in their language. Does anyone outside of the clergy study the scriptures today? Is it not a shame that we have such a free
access to the Scriptures and we are extremely ignorant of its teachings?
Daniel's 70 weeks predicts a ruler desecrating and destroying the Jewish sanctuary and the city of Jerusalem. This prophecy also
foretells the ruler will make a treaty with the Jews and then break his commitment in the middle of this tribulation period. Is it possible that some of these events could happen in our day? What do the Scriptures say about the tribulation or the anti-Christ? This text
should challenge us to search the Scriptures. Will Christians remain unconcerned and unprepared because of a lack of knowledge?
Ozark bible Institute provides young people with a great opportunity to study the Scriptures. The benefits of knowing the doctrines
of God’s Word are invaluable. Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).
By Mark Hutson Alumni Vice President; 1983 OBI graduate

