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God Speaks and
He Lives
By Pastor Vernon Jarvis
London, Kentucky
“And Pharaoh said unto his
servants, Can we find such a one as this is,
a man in whom the Spirit of God is?”
(Genesis 41:38). This is the first time in
Scripture that references the “Spirit of God”
being in a man. It is amazing that this is
recognized and proclaimed by Pharaoh, a
pagan monarch who believed he himself to
be a deity. But now he is troubled by
dreams that are a mystery to him, and none
of his magicians or sorcerers could interpret
the dreams. But God had providentially
arranged everything for Joseph to be in the
right place at the right time. Pharaoh
brought Joseph out of prison and said “I
have heard say of thee.” Joseph himself
quickly made it clear to Pharaoh that this
ability was “...not in me: God shall give
Pharaoh an answer of peace.” Joseph then
interprets the dreams and gives a precise
course of action for Egypt to be saved from
the impending destruction. The Bible says
that “Pharaoh called Joseph's name
Zaphnathpaaneah” (verse 45). Joseph’s
new name meant, “God Speaks and He
Lives.”
W e are presently living in a similar
time and culture.
Our world is fast
becoming just as pagan as Egypt was then.
Our current leaders are finding themselves
facing perplexing problems and all of the
wizards of our day are out of answers. The
question is will there be a Joseph available

He Lives
when the opportunity comes for God to
reveal his mighty wisdom concerning the
times. The only way for this society to know
that God can speak and that He lives is for
men of God to be prepared vessels that God
can reveal Himself through. The world will
know that God is alive when there is
evidence of that life in us. The most
important qualification for a relevant
ministry today is to have the Spirit of God
resting upon your life and ministry. Many
ministries look for every way to be cutting
edge and communicate with this culture.
But God help us to see that nothing will
impact this generation like a man of God,
full of the life of God, touching the hearts of
men. The world, just like Pharaoh, will
recognize the Spirit of God upon the life of
a man.
Joseph came to this place of power
with God by traveling a road that few want
to follow. He first learned THE LESSON

OF TEM PTATION. Hated by his jealous
brothers, sold into slavery, facing false
accusation, and then imprisonment and
loneliness. W e must go down the road of
temptation and trial to allow God to bring
out the best in us. The apostle Peter
describes the “trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire...” (1 Peter 1:7).
Every ministry must be tried in the fire if it
is to produce the “pure gold” that is lasting
and valuable. Many today in the ministry
face their first test and give up, thinking that
they must be out of God’s will. But as we
come through the trial, we are prepared for a
usefulness that would have never been
produced in us without the temptation. Jesus
Himself was led of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted (Luke 4:1). The
same Spirit of God that leads us into the
temptation will also brings us out in the
power of the Spirit (Luke 4:14).
Another aspect of his preparation
was the TEST OF LOCATION. Joseph
found himself in a strange land, far from his
father, and living in a pagan culture.
W herever you are in ministry, you can be
sure that there will be times when the
thought of being somewhere else is very
attractive. Joseph instead looked at his
present circumstances and said, “how can I
excel in this place and bring glory to God.”
(Continued on page 4)

Pastor Vernon Jarvis
First Pentecostal Church
London, Kentucky
(1976 OBI Graduate)

The President Writes
Paul said in Acts 26:22, "Having
therefore obtained help of God, I continue
unto this day, witnessing..." These words
were spoken as Paul stood before Agrippa,
Bernice, and Festus in a great hall called
"The Place of Hearing." But as it often
happens, Agrippa and the others were in a
place where they could have heard some
wonderful things, but they didn't listen. Yet,
in this short phrase that Paul uttered he told
all that would hear his spiritual secret.
FIRST, THAT THE HELP OF
GOD COULD BE OBTAINED!
How? By devoting your life to
doing what God wants done. "Having
therefore obtained....”
SECOND, THAT THE HELP OF
GOD W ILL ENABLE US TO
CONTINUE SERVING THE LORD
NO MATTER W HAT W E FACE.
"...I continue unto this day...”
THIRD, THAT THE KEY TO
OBTAINING THE HELP OF GOD
IS KNOW ING W HAT THE PRIM ARY
THING IS THAT GOD W ANTS
TO HELP US DO... “witnessing...”
Telling lost people about Jesus!
Training ministers to tell people about Jesus
is our goal at OBI. It is why we expect God
to help us. And He always has.
As I write this, I'm wishing that I
could talk to each of you face to face.
Maybe then I could explain better and in
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The “Help
of God”

By President Daniel E. Taylor
Ozark Bible Institute & College

more detail what God is doing through OBI.
I could tell you about the students that God
is sending here that are committed to God
and serious about the ministry. I could share
stories of the pastors’ schools where we are
training preachers in India, the Bible school
in Guatemala, and how those Guatemalan
students are graduating and starting churches
with hundreds coming to Christ.

Brother Canter and Brother Ben
Baker have been in Africa with Brother
Garang, a graduate of OBI Guatemala. They
taught OBI pastors’ schools, giving training
to African pastors that are hungry for a better
understanding of God's W ord. Maybe if I
were able to just sit down and talk to you
about all this, you could sense how my heart
is burdened for what God is leading OBI to
do.
The Lord has made it clear to me
that the best thing OBI can do for its
students here and abroad is to encourage
them by example to "obtain (the) help of
God." And that the way to obtain God's
help is to busy ourselves in doing what we
know is the will of God–telling the lost
about Jesus.
Pray for us! Any financial support
you could give would be a blessing. The
pastors’ schools in India and Africa cost
several thousand dollars each time we
conduct them. But it’s well worth it. Those
pastors take detailed notes, go back to their
churches and teach their parishioners all the
th in g s th ey have lea rn ed. E A C H
PASTORS’ SCHOO L REACH ES
HUNDREDS M ORE THAN THOSE
W HO ACTUALLY ATTEND. If you
could help us we would appreciate it. Make
your checks out to OBI and specify Africa or
India in the memo. Thanks and may you
"obtain (the) help of God.”

Computer Stations Donated To OBI Library

Computer Stations have been
donated to the OBI Library by Reverend
and M rs. Bruce Cole in memory of Sister
Coles’s mother, Cleo Greene Cox.
Thank you, Brother Bruce and
Sister Sue Cole for the beautiful new
computer stations for the OBI Library. The
oak cabinets and cambria quartz tops were
given in honor of Sister Cole’s mother, Cleo
Greene Cox. Sister Cox spent 39 years of

her life in the field of education. Sister Cole
wanted to do something for OBI in memory
of her mother that would reflect her mother’s
love and commitment to educating young
people.
The students and staff at OBI want
to express their gratitude to Brother and
Sister Cole for providing such a beautiful and
useful memorial to this great woman.
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Editor’s Notes
St. Patrick–
The Man and The Myth

By Editor Wallace E. Joice
Once many years ago, a family
historian detailed the immigration of two of
her relatives. She told how two brothers
came to the United States from Ireland some
150 to 200 years ago. According to her
research, they made their way over the
Appalachians, one settling in Kentucky, and
the other in Tennessee.
Some of the descendants of the
brother who settled in Tennessee migrated to
what is now W est Plains, Missouri. Later
one brother moved to Indian Territory, now
the state of Oklahoma. By now, you have
probably guessed that the family name was
Joice. The brother who moved was my
great-grandfather, along with his children the
oldest of which was my grandfather, James
(Jim) Ellis Joice. The family historian was
Dad’s first cousin, Mabel Joice Shrum.
Because of my Irish ancestry, I
have a special interest in St. Patrick, the
patron saint of Ireland. There are many
myths and legends about St. Patrick–often it
is difficult to separate the faces from the
fictions. All we can be certain of is from the
limited writings which he left behind. Even
some things in them are subject to
interpretation. Consider the following–
(1) He was not Irish. This is clear
from his writings.
(2) He was not a saint in the Roman
Catholic sense. He was never canonized.
(3) He never drove the snakes out
of Ireland. It is doubtful he ever used the
shamrock as an illustration of the Trinity. It
is a good illustration, but we have no certain
record of his having used it.
(5) He wasn’t really a Roman
Catholic–he wasn’t a Protestant either–he
was evangelical. He shared some practices
with the Roman Catholics, and some with
the Protestants. Perhaps this is why he is
revered by both communions.
Now let us look at some facts
concerning St. Patrick–
I. PATRICK W AS A SCOT.
He was a real man. Dr Elgin S.
Moyer was one of Brother and Sister
Kesler’s teachers in Bible college. He wrote
several good books, one of which was Who
Was Who In Church History. In it he says,
“Probably born in Scotland near present-day

3
Kilpatrick.” I have done a lot of research on
St. Patrick.
Several places have been
suggested as birthplaces. Some have even
suggested that he was born on the European
continent. As I jested to the students at
Ozark Bible Institute and College, for the
sake of alliteration, let us suppose his
birthplace to have been Scotland!
Though his day is celebrated on
March 17 th, it is by no means certain. We
are not even certain whether it is his birthday
or his death day. W e celebrate birthdays,
but the ancient church tended to celebrate
death days.
Our wedding day was March 16,
1963. I suppose that if I had known how
much Irish I was, I would have put it off a
day!
Various dates have been given as to
his lifetime. M oyer suggests 389-461.
Some list his death at 493. From the internal
evidence of his writings, I lean toward the
earlier date.
It seems certain that Patrick was
Celtic. His Celtic name is said to be Sucat.
Johnny Cash sang about “A Boy Named
Sue.” I think Patrick’s Celtic name was
pretty close to that, though no doubt it did
not have the same significance!
His Latin name was Patricius or
Patrick, and was indicative of his high birth.
In his confessions, Patrick tells us
that his father was a man of influence and
means. His father was named Calpornius,
and was a deacon. By virtue of his office, he
was a Roman official. He was the son of
Potitus, a priest. Thus we see that Patrick
was a PK, a preacher’s kid!
Secondly, we note that–
II. PATRICK W AS A SLAVE.
He was captured by Irish pirates
when he was 16 years old. He was at his
father’s country villa in what is now W ales.
Suddenly the pirates came upon him
capturing him along with many others.
He was purchased and set to
herding sheep. According to tradition, he
was purchased by a Druid chieftain named
Milcho, and set to work on M t. Slemming in
Northeastern Ireland. Others think he was
probably enslaved in County Mayo in
Northwestern Ireland (close to what is
known as Joyce country). Be that as it may,
we know that he suffered cold, hunger, and
intense labor.
Thirdly, consider that–
III. PATRICK W AS A SINNER.
This was his own testimony. He
begins his confession by saying, “I am
Patrick, a sinner, most unlearned, the least of
all the faithful, and utterly despised by
many.” These were not idle words. Before
his captivity, he committed an unnamed sin
that greatly troubled him. Later, it was used
unsuccessfully against his ordination as a
bishop.
He left three writings–Beside his

Confession, he left A Letter To Coroticus,
and the Lorica. In his Confession, he
testifies of being a careless, wicked youth.
He frankly attributes his captivity to his
sinfulness. Like Paul he could say, “This is
a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief”
(1 Timothy 1:15).
His conversion, in fact, was
affected by his captivity. Like the Prodigal,
he thought about his home and his Christian
upbringing. The Psalmist said, “I thought on
my ways, and turned my feet unto my
testimonies” (Psalm 119:59). And again in
verse 67, he says, “Before I was afflicted I
went astray; but now have I kept thy word.”
Patrick felt that his captivity was
punishment for his sins, so he began to pray
and to offer himself for God’s service. In his
Confession he says, “And my spirit was
moved so that in a single day I would say as
many as a hundred prayers, and almost as
many in the night...”
In the fourth place–
IV. PATRICK W AS A SAINT.
He was not a saint in the Roman
Catholic sense, though no doubt, he is
considered such. In the New Testament
sense, he is definitely considered a saint, for
in his captivity, he had experienced
conversion.
The word “saint” means “sanctified
one.” The writer of Hebrews declares, “By
the which will we are sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all” (Hebrews 10:10). Evangelicals believe
that the Bible teaches that those who put
their trust in Christ are sanctified by His
blood.
In the fifth place–
V. PATRICK W AS A SENT-ONE.
The word “apostle” means “sent
one.” It is practically a transliteration of the
Greek word “apostolos.” W e get our word
“missionary” from the Latin equivalent.
Thus, Patrick was the apostle or
missionary to the Irish. In this great work,
he was especially called and sent by God.
Patrick was a man of dreams and
visions. After six years, he testified, “...I
heard in my sleep a voice saying unto me ‘It
is well that you fast, soon you will go to
your own country.’ ” Not long after, he
heard a voice saying, “ ‘See, your ship is
ready.’ ” Upon hearing this, he left on a
route he had never traveled around 200 miles
distant. He testified further, “And I went in
the strength of God who directed my way to
my good, and I feared nothing until I came
to that ship.”
At first, passage was denied him,
but after he had prayed, the crew took him
aboard. Tradition says that the ship was a
trading ship, loaded with Irish wolf-hounds
bound for the continent. Though this cannot
(Continued on page 4)

God Speaks and He Lives (Continued from page 1)
In Potiphar’s house, he became the most
trusted servant and was placed as
“overseer” of all he had. It wasn’t his
academics or his scholarly ability that got
him noticed. The Bible says that Potiphar
saw that the Lord was with him. It was the
touch of God on his life that gave him favor
wherever he was.
Later, when he is falsely accused
and thrown in prison, God gave him favor in
the sight of the keeper of the prison. God
made him to prosper even in prison because
wherever he was, his location did not keep
him from being used of God. The song says,
“Does the place you’re called to labor, seem
so small and little known. It is great if God
is in it, and He’ll not forget His own.”
And then Joseph graduated to
another level of learning and that was THE
LESSON OF REVELATION. It doesn’t
matter how much education you have it will
never be enough to meet the challenges that
will come. Joseph’s journey had made him
keenly aware that there were questions that
could never be answered on a human level.
Every minister will find himself perplexed
and encountering circumstances for which
there is no man-made solution. Joseph was
quick to respond to Pharaoh concerning his
limitation, “it is not in me.” God was
showing this pagan leader what He was
going to do, and He was revealing it through
this young Hebrew boy, Joseph. The

Psalmist said, “The secret of the Lord is with
them that fear him”(Psalm 25:14). Paul was
prisoner on the ship to Rome and at first his
counsel was rejected, but when he came up
from the bottom of the ship having fasted
and sought God, his word of cheer became
the revelation needed to those desperate
sailors. This generation does not need manmade, well-rehearsed sermon series based on
the latest reality show. There must be men
of God willing to wait in the presence of
God until He reveals His heart to him.
And then, finally seeing the
faithfulness of G O D’S PLA N O F
RESTORATION. For Joseph, his life for
thirteen years has been nothing but trouble,
sorrow and disappointment. But in one day,
Joseph is then brought out of prison and is
promoted to be Prime M inister in Egypt. All
those years his cries were ignored, but now
all of Egypt bows their knee at his command.
The loss of the “coat of many colors” is now
only a faint memory as he is clothed with
raiment of a king. He has spent thirteen
years in this “school of ministry” and has
graduated to become the living testimony to
a heathen nation that truly “God speaks and
He lives.” The names of his sons reveal that
God had done a complete work of restoration
in Joseph. His first son was Manasseh
meaning “forgetting,” because God had
taken away the painful memories of his
experience. And his second son was
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Ephraim meaning “fruitful,” and God made
him fruitful in that land of affliction.
Some years ago, around the Easter
season, I passed a church sign that read “He
is not here.” Someone had made the terrible
mistake of omitting the most important part
of that message “for He is risen” (Acts
27:22 & 25). But it sadly illustrates for us
that the Church has no significance in this
world, if the living Christ is not present. The
modern emerging Church has the best in
dramatics, performance and staging, but
many times the Christ of the Bible is not
even mentioned. W ith this approach to
ministry, the W ord of God is deliberately
downplayed, the offense of the gospel is
carefully eliminated, and worship is
purposely tailored to fit the preferences of
unbelievers. We can't change people with
our cleverness, or by entertaining them.
There's only One who can transform sinners.
That's God, and He does it by His Spirit
through the W ord of God. “For the word of
God is quick, (alive) and powerful…”
(Hebrews 4:12).
This year, as the Easter season
approaches, may we all examine our
ministries and work for God in light of the
power of the Resurrection. If the living
Christ is to be known to this confused and
corrupt generation, we the Church, must
be the evidence to this world that Christ is
alive.

Editor’s Notes (Continued from page 3)
be proved, Patrick does mention dogs, and
speaks of their wandering through a deserted
place for 28 days.
After some while, Patrick returned
to his home. Our knowledge of the next 20
years or so is pretty sketchy. Some think He
devoted himself to study, perhaps in Gaul.
At any rate, through trials and tribulations,
he became a deacon, then a bishop.
One of the most striking
experiences he had was his vision of the
spiritual needs of the Irish. He tells of it in
his Confession, “and there I saw in the night
the vision of a man, whose name was
Victoricus, coming as it were from Ireland,
with countless letters. And he gave me one
of them, and I read the opening words of the
letter, which were, ‘The voice of the Irish;’
and as I read the beginning of the letter I
thought that at the same moment I heard
their voice ...and thus did they cry out as
with one mouth: W e ask thee, boy, come and
walk among us once more.’ ”
He records further, “And I was
quite broken in heart, and could read no
further, and so I woke up.” Thus it was that
Patrick received his supernatural call. How
like the experience recorded by Paul in Acts,
16:9, “And a vision appeared to Paul in the
night; there stood a man of Macedonia, and
prayed him, saying, Come over to
Macedonia, and help us.”
In the sixth place–
VI. PATRICK W AS A SOLDIER.
Of course, Patrick was not a soldier

in the physical sense, but in the spiritual
sense.
His battles were not carnal.
Ephesians chapter 6, verse 12 says, “For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.” And again in 2 Corinthians chapter
10, verse 4, “(For the weapons of our
warfare as not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strongholds).”
The Irish were under the bondage
of Druidism. They were known to practice
human sacrifice. They were a powerful
force, and the land was essentially lawless.
Patrick challenged the powers of
darkness through prayer and the preaching of
the Gospel. Often he and his followers
would recite the Lorica, a poetic prayer
invoking the presence and protection of God.
According to the late Dr. D. James
Kennedy, there were only 300,000 people in
Ireland at that time. Through his preaching,
Patrick converted and baptized (by
immersion) 120,000 souls.
According to Robert T. Reilly, “He
erected hundreds of churches or places of
worship, ordained more than 3,000 priests,
and, since every clan wanted its own bishop,
he consecrated no less than 370 prelates.”
Lastly–
VII. PATRICK W AS A SHEPHERD.
Patrick not only made converts, he
pastored them. The word “pastor” is Latin
for shepherd. To truly be a pastor is to care

for people as a shepherd would care for his
sheep.
He had shepherded sheep in his
youth. Now he became a shepherd of souls.
He taught and disciplined the people.
Though his Latin was poor, his knowledge
of Scripture was great. In his Confession, in
about 10 typewritten pages, there are
approximately 200 quotations or allusions to
Scripture. Please remember that this was
about 1,000 years before the King James
Version.
It seems that his ministry probably
extended close to 30 years. Once he
returned to Ireland, he never left. That he
dearly loved the Irish is evident from his
words. Toward the end of his Confession he
says, “W herefore may God never permit it to
happen to me that I should lose His people
which He purchased in the utmost parts of
the world.”
He is thought to have been buried
in the churchyard adjoining the Downpatrick
Cathedral in Northeast Ireland.
This
hallowed spot is identified by a large granite
boulder which is marked with a cross and
simply inscribed: PATRIC.
Over the years and in recent times,
I have spent many hours studying the life of
St. Patrick. My admiration and appreciation
continues to grow. Like Patrick, may we
love God, and the souls of men. Like
Patrick, may we seek with all our hearts to
do God’s will.

OBI Guatemala Update

Cakchiquel Indian
Congregation
New Construction
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“And to make all men see what is the
fellowship of the mystery…” (Ephesians
3:9). “And the things which thou hast
heard…commit thou to faithful men who
shall be able to teach others also” (2
Front wall of new church
Construction site, Pastor Juan Gabriel in center
Timothy 2:2).
Our involvement in training national
workers necessitates the continued
implementation of the indigenous
principles propagated and practiced by
the early church in the New Testament.
Believers portrayed the image and
character of Jesus Christ while still
maintaining their distinctive cultures.
We have a long association with
an indigenous Cakchiquel Indian
Cooking for us all on one of our trips there
Provisional sanctuary during construction
congregation at Rincon Chiquita near
Zaragoza in the state of Chimaltenango,
Guatemala. This is located in a rural
agricultural part of Guatemala. They
grow a lot of strawberries, broccoli,
peas, lettuce, corn, etc. In the last few
years, they began growing and exporting
roses. Huge greenhouses now dot the
landscape of this region.
This ministry helped rebuild this
church after the devastating earthquake
Bible Holiness, Neosho, MO mission group
Faith Assembly, Denton, TX mission group
on February 4, 1976. Praise be to God,
at Rincon Chiquita (2007)
at Rincon Chiquita (summer 2007)
after 34 years they are rebuilding again
because of a growing congregation!
They have torn down the old building and
made a temporary place to have services
while construction is in progress.
Pastor Juan Gabriel has been
serving this church for 16 years. There
are several Edevan-OBI graduates
working in this church, including our
former secretary, Nanci Castillo, and
her brother and sister. Over the last five
Multi-colored maize in Pastor Juan Gabriel’s yd.
years we have taken several groups to Sis. Pennington pictured praying with group for Bro Gabriel
this church for children’s crusade ministry. It has always been a blessing to minister to these saints and enjoy a taste of
Cakchiquel cuisine.
We would like to be a blessing to these precious people of God during this time of new development. They have saved,
sacrificed, and worked hard to get to the stage that they are at, and are believing God to help them finish this project before
year’s end. If you would like to participate in a financial way towards the completion of this endeavor, please use the form below
to designate your offering. Your prayers and support for this ministry are always welcomed and appreciated.
											
For souls, The Penningtons

YES I DO WANT TO HELP THE
Count on me for $___________ monthly or for a one-time gift
CAKCHIQUEL INDIAN CONGREGATION of $___________ for this Cakchiquel Indian Congregation’s  
new construction to be completed by the end of this year.
WITH THEIR NEW CONSTRUCTION
Thank God for OBI Guatemala, I would like to support them with $___________ monthly or a one-time gift of
$___________. Designate, then direct all contributions to: OBI Guatemala, PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850

Overcomers Schedule–March, April, May
O
V
E
R
C
O
M
E
R
S

Sunday, M arch 28 pm
R ev. W illiam H ill
C alvary Evangelistic
C enter
Independence, IA 50644
319-334-2170
Sunday, April 4
R ev. D avid Tucker
First A ssembly of G od
C atoosa, O K 74051
918-853-5475

Friday, M arch 12
R ev. G reg Atkins
S. E. Y outh C onference
C offee Springs, A L 36318
(334) 494 4621
Sunday, M arch 14 am
R ev. R obert Turnage
V ictory Temple
B eaumont, TX 77720
(409) 785-2403
Sunday, M arch 14 pm
R ev. Donnie G oodw in
B eech C reek A /G
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 328-9879
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T hursday, M arch 25
R ev. Burle D arnell
Souls Harbor
C hurch of G od
C hillicothe, M O 64601
316-619-6439
Friday, M arch 26
R ev. M ark Thomas
C entral A ssembly of G od
C edar R apids, IA 52405
319-651-2697
Saturday, M arch 27 and
Sunday, M arch 28 am
R ev. James Snow
H eritage A ssembly of G od
D es M oines, IA 50313
515-205-5107

Sunday, A pril 18
R ev. Brian Fouts
V ictory W orship C enter
Spiro, O K 74959
580-587-2481
Sunday, A pril 25 am
R ev. A rley Singleton
Friendship A ssembly of G od
St. Louis, M O 63125
314-691-5577

T uesday A pril 27
R ev. C lifford H urst
U nion Pentecostal C hurch
D ayton, O H 45427
937-232-5786
W ednesday, A pril 28
R ev. Jim Setzer
A bundant Life Tabernacle
G ermantow n, O H 45327
937-470-6914
T hursday, A pril 29
R ev. M att Jones
B roadw ay A ssembly
Lorain, O H 44052
440-315-5300
Friday, A pril 30
R ev. Shane C ox
Potter’s H ouse of W orship
A shland, K Y 41102
606-922-3983
Saturday, M ay 1 – T ravel

M onday, M ay 3
C harleston, SC
T uesday, M ay 4
R ev. D anny Sw innea
Faith Temple A ssembly
C happels, SC 29037
318-491-1772
W ednesday, M ay 5
R ev. Tim Logan
Trinity Tabernacle
Jasper, G A 30143
404-403-3138
T hursday, M ay 6
R ev. Vernon Jarvis
First Pentecostal C hurch
London, K Y 40741
606-309-2047
Friday, M ay 7
R ev. D oug Phillips
Tow er Full G ospel
G rantsburg, IN 47123
812-583-0782

Sunday, A pril 25 pm
Rev. David Brimm
B ethel C hapel
G ranite City, IL 62040
618-623-8465

Sunday, M ay 2 am
R ev. Timmy D avis
C amp B ranch Pentecostal
H oliness C hurch
Scranton, SC 20501
843-659-7012

Saturday, M ay 8
R ev. D avid W ebb
H odgenville Pentecostal
H odgenville, K Y 42748
270-735-7550

M onday, A pril 26
R ev. Eugene B aker
H eartland A ssembly
M organtow n, IN 46160
812-360-3738

Sunday, M ay 2 pm
R ev. C lyde C han
G race Full G ospel C hurch
Sumter, SC 29154
803-968-3350

Sunday, M ay 9
R ev. D avid G oens
N ew H ope Full G ospel
B ow ling G reen, K Y 42103
270-779-9528

New CD – Overcomers “We Will Remember”
Price for pick up at OBI Office $15.00 – Price by mail $18.00
Available from OBI, PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850 or call (417) 451-2057

Servant's Heart Outreach Schedule for March
Servant’s Heart
Outreach
M arch 12 Friday 7:00 pm
Pastor Lew is Bernard
Full G ospel A ssembly
Fairfax, O K

M arch 14 Sunday 9:45 am & 6:00 pm
Pastor K elly Yarlborough
Faith Full G ospel
B ethel H eights, A R
M arch 27-28
Saturday Y outh Service
Sunday 9:45 am & 6:00 pm
Pastor James K incaid
G oshen First A ssembly of G od
G oshen, IN

Thoughts to Ponder
Take Time To Pray
By S. D. Gordon
The great people of the earth today are the people who
pray–people who take time to pray. They have no time; it must be
taken from something else. That something is very important and
pressing, but still less important and pressing than prayer.

There are people who put prayer first and group the other
items in life’s schedule around and after prayer. These are the people
today who are doing the most for God in winning souls, in solving
problems; in awaking churches to supply both men and money for
mission posts; in keeping their lives fresh and strong in sacrificial
service on the foreign field, and everywhere the thickest fighting is
going on; in keeping the old earth sweet a little longer.

OBI Student Testimonies

Joshua S. Ritchie
(Senior)
“Let us hold fast the profession of
our faith without wavering; (for He is
faithful that promised;)” (Hebrews 10:23).
Often times I am reminded of a not
so old Overcomers song that says, “As I look
back over my life and I think things over, I
can truly say that I’ve been blessed–I have a
testimony!” M y life testimony is that He IS
faithful that promised! Jesus is STILL the

Matt Hutson
(Senior)

7
answer! His ear is ever inclined to the cries
of His people for help, guidance, and
direction, however worldly distractions may
tune out His voice to us. Therefore, it is
good to be reminded that He is still God
Almighty, and if we can just get ourselves in
a place separate from ungodly influence, we
will be able to hear His voice with more
clarity.
I thank God that He gave me
enough grace to get to a place in my life
where I could hear His Spirit dealing with
me about OBI. The instruction I have
received here has been a great refining tool
in my spiritual development, and I am
grateful to the faculty and staff for their
personalized love and devotion. While
being here, God has been able to deal with
my heart about things that I never even
considered before. This is not to say that He

couldn’t have before, or didn’t even try.
However, I was unable to receive His
instruction with the understanding that He
desired me to possess.
If you are praying about what God
may want to do with your life, consider
Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:33, “But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.” God places a premium on
pursuing God and righteous endeavors prior
to anything else: family, career, finance, etc.
His promise to you is that if you put Him
first and His plans, you can trust Him to take
care of you and your plans.

All my life I have had a desire to
attend Ozark Bible Institute and College.
My Mom and Dad attended OBI and are
now pastors. The first year I was here, God
did a great work in my life and called me to
preach during the first semester.
I love being at OBI because it has
given me many opportunities to preach,
whether in prayer bands, chapel, student
services, or ministry weekends. There isn't
any way I could have had the opportunities

to go to churches all over the United States
if it wasn't for OBI. W hat a blessing it has
been.
I have tried my best to dedicate my
life to God while at OBI, and He has proven
Himself faithful to me. His grace and mercy
are great, and in the times of discouragement
I have found He is sufficient. W hether in the
fire, flood or famine, and even in our
failures, He is a sufficient father, friend, and
foundation.

“… For I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that He is able
to keep that which I have committed unto
Him against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12).

DECISION DAYS 2010 March 18 - 21
Theme: God’s Will—Nothing More Nothing Less
“ I p re ss to w a rd th e m a rk fo r th e p riz e of th e h ig h
ca llin g of G od in C h rist Je sus.” P h ilip pia ns 3 :1 4

U Stay in dormitories
U Special activities planned
U Special services
Instructor M icah Perry
Special Speaker

D ecisio n D a ys a r e specia l d a ys in w h ich you can seek th e Lor d an d fin d d ir ectio n for yo u life.

Ozark Bible Institute Commencement
April 23, 2010 6:00 pm
Bible Holiness Assembly of God
C om mencement Speaker
R ev. C lifford H urst

614 N. High Street
Neosho, M O 64850

Camp Peniel

July 5–July 9

OBI Campus

(Camp Peniel dates in Jan/Feb issue were wrong. Please note the change.)

Graduation: At this time of year I remember my High School Class of 1983 and then my college OBI Class of 1986. My how times have changed!
But my friend, God has not changed and the next line reads: He never will! He is still Faithful, Holy, Just and True!! God desires to use you. Heaven
still has plans for us. We blame our inabilities, but man's extremity is God's opportunity. God used four lepers, the most unlikely men, to deliver a
nation. It is not our abilities that matter, but rather our availability! To those just graduating: Heaven has a holy plan that only you can fulfill. Like
Joseph—hold on to your God given dreams no matter what you face. Some of your worst attacks may come from those closest to you. For the rest of
us: remember the faithfulness of the God who has protected us, provided for us and promised us that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose” (Rom 8:28). Hold on church! For there is a Graduation Day coming that is totally
out of this world!
OBI Alumni President Rev. Randy Snow,1986 graduate
Dumb Decisions
“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise” (Proverbs 12:15). Why do some people make such stupid decisions? And do it with conviction? And do it consistently? Can’t they see the train wreck of their decisions coming down the road? And bless
their hearts, some of these people are proud and defensive of their dumb decisions. They will cover it up. They will change the facts when talking to
you about it so as to convince you they made a good decision. Others will flaunt their stupid (I love this word by the way, not good to use around
children, they will take it to extremes) decision in public and pretend they are the happiest people in the world. Twenty years of pastoring has given
me incredible insight to STUPID! I’ve seen it up close. I’ve seen stupid decisions jump from one pew to another without much effort. I’ve tried to
stop it. I’ve used the gospel gun on several occasions to put an end to the varmint. I just can’t seem to kill him and I’m really a pretty good shot! Stupid keeps popping up again and again. Let me share a few examples of stupid decisions I’ve seen through the years. Then I will give my opinion of
why people make stupid decisions on a continual basis.
Example One - Sister …uh…uh … Dumbo (I changed the name to protect the guilty) called me to come look at a house she was considering
purchasing (at least I thought that was why she called). She was a widow. I had helped her with some financial decisions on a few occasions since the
passing of her husband. My wife and I walked into a nice home where we were greeted by the sister bubbling over to show us this house. At the appropriate time we discussed the price and the payment, the insurance, the upkeep, the location ect… Then I asked her a simple questions like, “how
do you plan to pay for this house?” I knew she couldn’t afford this house on her limited income. Of, course she had it all figured out, how God was
going to make this come true (I have learned God doesn’t bless Stupid). She was like a teenager that was going to buy it no matter what. Stupid is not
restricted to youth. I have seen it attack seniors on more than one occasion. I could see the realtor was not totally forthcoming in an attempt to make a
sale to an eager buyer. I was there to give my advice and opinion, which I did. When Sister Dumbo saw I was hesitant and was not on board she informed me she had already signed the papers! And she was happy about it. Why would you ask the pastor to pray about something and give you advice on a decision you had already made! She did not just have her mind made up, she had already signed on the dotted line! She struggled with the
utilities. She struggled with the insurance. She struggled with upkeep. It was about two years before she had to move. Stupid! Why do people make
such stupid decisions?
Example Two – A teen age girl, I will call Dim Witty (I am being compassionate) evidently has decided at the age of eighteen she will be hopelessly single the rest of her life because she is not married yet. Dim Witty set her eyes on a real prize. A real hottie! He must be hot because something melted his brain, burned up his ambition, and seared his conscience. I watched as this spell of stupid overtook her. “Do you really believe he is
a Christian?” I asked. She would admit he wasn’t very dedicated or very faithful but “Hey, nobody is perfect” was her observation. I thought I could
shake her out of stupidville by asking, “What are you going to do about food, paying rent, making a car payment and paying utilities since he has no
ambition to work?” It didn’t faze her. She had so much faith. She believed after they married God would perform a miracle and he would actually get
out of bed and stop playing video games long enough to get a job. My illogical questions seemed to be irritating and pointless. On many Sundays, as
I conduct the service, I see a young lady with a fake smile, sitting in a pew without her husband.
Why do people insist on making dumb decisions when they are so clearly wrong? Here are a few reasons I believe people make the same stupid
decisions again and again.
1. They are saturated in Selfishness. Their goal each day is to feel good and be happy. The decisions they make are based solely upon themselves. They will never consider how this decision will affect their spouse, their children, their parents, or their co-workers. Selfish people often make
stupid decisions and cannot see it.
2. They are possessed with Pride. The idea of admitting that the decision they are about to make is damaging, dangerous, or dumb cannot be
considered, because the humiliation is too much to bear. Of course, bad decisions often times end with great heartache, embarrassment, and humiliation. A man filled with pride will ride a bad decision to the end because he cannot face the thought that he was wrong. Even after the crash, it will not
be his or her fault.
3. They are pressured by Peers. A famous experiment by Solomon Asch had one participant and several experimenters in disguise who were
asked to announce their judgment about the length of several lines (such as which line was longer than the other, etc.). The experimenters in disguise
were instructed to give incorrect answers to these easy questions. Surprisingly, a third of respondents gave wrong answers because of the pressure of
their peers. Many people make bad decisions concerning dating, marriage, and relationships in general based on our Hollywood driven culture. It is
the blind leading the dumb.
4. They are attached to the Temporal. Many bad decisions are a result of short sightedness. We can make decisions based on the pleasure it will
bring us today and not see the pain it will cause us tomorrow. Have you asked yourself, “Can I live with this decision a year from now, 5 years from
now, or even in eternity?” The moment you are in now is vanishing. Live for eternity. Good decisions will benefit your future.
A bad decision is one in which you override your senses and choose an option that, at some level, you know you should not. Don’t be foolish
enough to refuse the counsel of good and godly men and woman, and reject the love of a parent, and discard the truth of the Scripture. You are
smarter than that!
OBI Alumni Vice President Rev. Mark Hutson, 1983 graduate

Announcements: Nathan and Dianne (Snider) Gilpin have moved to 3800 Old Whitley Rd, London, KY 40744 and have taken a pastorate position in
Middlesboro, KY at the New Beginnings Fellowship Assembly of God.

To receive The Standard Bearer by e-mail send your request to: psobi@hotmail.com

