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“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

“For I know that my redeemer liveth,”
“I know that my Redeemer liveth,”

I’ve walked with Him through the years.
He’s my Saviour and Baptizer,
And His love casts out all fears.

I know my Redeemer liveth,
For He hears and answers my prayers.

And makes my heart’s desires
The object of His care.

I know my Redeemer liveth,
For He intercedes above,

And nothing of earth can harm me,
Or separate me from His love.

I know my Redeemer liveth,
I can feel His presence near.

And I rest in Blessed Assurance,
That His coming’s almost here.

I know my Redeemer liveth,
For He saves me by His grace.

And I know in His coming glory,
I shall look on His blessed face.

By A. N. Trotter (April 10, 1966–Easter)

“and that he sHall stand at the latter
day upon the earth:”  (Job 19:25).



“EVIDENTLY SET 
FORTH,” BUT SUBTLY 

DISTRACTED

By President Daniel E. Tayor
 “O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should not obey 
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ hath been evidently set forth, 
crucified among you?” (Galatians 
3:1).
 Yesterday as I drove down Route 
44, I saw an electric sign flashing the 
message: “Don’t Text and Drive!”  
What’s that about? What could be 
wrong with texting and driving? 
Answer: One word–   “Distraction.”  
The reason texting and driving, or 
texting and a number of other things, 
is dangerous is– “Distraction.”  At 
60 mph, you go 88 feet per second.  
There is approximately 4 feet 
between you and the oncoming car.  
In 1/22 of a second, you go 4 foot at 
60 mph.  So it is an established fact 
that it is dangerous when driving to 
be “distracted.”
 Paul’s letter to the Galatians is a 
letter to Christians that had become 
“distracted.”  They had gotten their 
eyes off of Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified!  Paul saw that the Galatians 
had become distracted spiritually 
and had begun to lose focus on Jesus 
and become more focused on other 
religious things.  The phrase Paul 
uses is very enlightening: “...who 
hath bewitched you...” verse 1).  Who 
has drawn your eyes off of Jesus and 
gotten you to focus on something 
else? 
 Do you remember the conversation 
between Jesus and Nicodemus in 

John 3?  Jesus said,  “As Moses lifted 
up the serpent...” What was the story 
behind what Jesus said about the 
serpent?  They murmured–snakes bit 
them–Moses prayed–God had them 
make a brazen snake and put it on a 
pole–and whoever looked at it lived!  
Jesus said if I be lifted up on a cross 
like the serpent on a pole, those that 
keep their eyes on me will live. 
 But what if a person willfully 
lets themselves get distracted?  Like 
texting and driving, you may get by 
for awhile, but when your persistence 
maims you and kills a few of your 
children, will you refocus?
 FIRST, NOTICE THAT WE 
ARE TO KEEP OUR CRUCIFIED 
SAVIOR BEFORE US AS A 
REMINDER OF WHAT WE 
ARE ABOUT! “...evidently set 
forth, crucified among you?”  The 
words “evidently set forth” is from a 
word that means sign or place card.  
Remember how Paul said he was 
determined to know nothing among 
the Corinthians except “Jesus Christ 
and him crucified.”  Paul wrote this 
letter because the Galatians were 
gradually losing the simple beauty 
of salvation and a close relationship 
with Jesus.
 The man at the pool of Siloam said, 
“I have no man (to help) when the 
water is troubled...”  We can get like 
that, thinking, “If somebody would 
help me, I could get through this!”  
The devil will get you to backslide if 
he can get you to look for someone 
else to help you.  Someone other than 
Jesus! 
 SECOND, WHAT IS SO 
FASCINATING THAT IT DRAWS 
YOUR EYES OFF OF JESUS?  “O 
foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched 
you...” 
 “Oh Foolish Galatians.”  One 
man defined it as meaning “Dear 
Idiots.”  The Galatians are in the 
process of making the same mistake 
Esau made, trading a priceless 

heritage for one moment’s mess of 
pottage.  The devil will get your 
eyes off Jesus and deceive you into 
thinking the consequences won’t be 
as bad as the righteous say.  Esau 
couldn’t get back what he lost though 
he sought it with tears.  The devil has 
tried to get people to believe all sorts 
of lies that are beyond ridiculous, 
and succeeded! Soul sleep, no hell, 
water baptism regeneration, praying 
to saints, eternal security, etc.  But 
he probably won’t use them on most 
of us!  The lie that can suck the life 
out of a believer is the lie that takes 
the focus of our Christian life off of 
Jesus! 
 The word “bewitched” is literally 
“The evil eye.”  There was a belief 
(in Greek mythology) that if a snake 
could catch your eye,  and draw your 
focus, he could suck the life out of 
you!
 Paul is using the analogy when he 
asked the Galatians, “What has drawn 
your eyes off of Jesus and is now 
sucking the life out of your Christian 
experience?”  Of course, Paul knew.  
He was trying to get them to see it!  
The Galatians had gotten their focus 
off of Jesus and were– 
 Bewitched by External Religious 
Observances.  Religious bookkeepers 
trying to display how spiritual they 
were.
  Bewitched by Ceremonies. In 
modern Pentecost, it’s going through 
the motions without any real in-depth 
commitment.
 Bewitched to measure life by 
material things.  
 Bewitched by the desire for 
acceptance by the crowd.

The President Writes 2
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Editor’s Notes  3
WHAT EASTER
MEANS TO ME

   

By Editor Wallace E. Joice
(Reprint from the 2005 March/April issue of 

the Standard Bearer.)

 Every sermon in the Book of Acts 
is an Easter sermon, declaring the 
resurrection of Christ.  In his sermon 
on the Day of Pentecost, Peter declares, 
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof 
we all are witnesses” (Acts 2:32).
 Christ’s resurrection is the central 
message of the church.  Indeed, if Christ 
did not raise from the dead, we have no 
real message to preach.  As Paul said, “If 
in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable” (1 
Corinthians 15:19).
 In 1 Corinthians, chapter 15, verses 
3 and 4, Paul clearly sets forth the gospel 
that we spreach: “For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures.”  Three 
elements of the gospel are set forth here: 
“Christ died for our sins,” and “was 
buried” in confirmation of His death, 
and “he rose again the third day,” all of 
this “according to the scriptures.”  The 
resurrection, then, is the very capstone 
of the of the gospel message.  It gives 
meaning and validity to all else.
 As I ponder the Easter message, I 
find that the resurrection means at least 
seven things to me--
 IN THE FIRST PLACE, I KNOW 
THAT I SERVE A LIVING SAVIOR.
 In celebrating Easter, we do not 
memorialize a dead martyr.  The followers 
of Confucius and Buddha acknowledge 
that their great teachers are dead.  They 
make no claim that they will ever come 
back to life.  Even the followers of 
Mohammed do not claim a resurrection 
for their prophet.

 Christians, however, worship a 
living Savior.  A. H. Ackley was once 
witnessing about Jesus to a Jewish man.  
In the course of the conversation, the 
Jew exclaimed, “Why should I worship 
a dead Jew?”  Stirred to the depths of his 
being, Ackley replied, “He lives!  I tell 
you.  He lives!”
 Inspired by this experience, Ackley 
wrote the well-known Easter hymn, He 
Lives.  The first verse testifies-
 “I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the 
world today;
      I know that He is living, whatever 
men may say.
 I see His hand of mercy, I hear his 
voice of cheer,
      And just the time I need Him, He’s 
always near.”
 Then the chorus follows--
 “He lives, He lives.
      Christ Jesus lives today!
 He walks with me and talks with me 
along life’s narrow way.
      He lives, He lives, salvation to 
impart!
 You ask me how I know He lives?
      He lives within my heart!”
 IN THE SECOND PLACE, 
I KNOW THAT HIS ATONING 
WORK WAS ACCEPTED.
 Romans chapter 4, verse 25, says, 
“Who was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justification.”  
Paul first tells us that Christ “was 
delivered for our offences.”  This speaks, 
of course, of His substitutionary death.  
Thus, He paid for our sins, and made 
possible our reconciliation to God.
 Then Paul says that Christ “was 
raised again for our justification.”  
Just as Christ’s death was imperative 
for our redemption, forgiveness, and 
reconciliation, so Christ’s resurrection 
was necessary for our justification.  To 
the Corinthians Paul declared, “And if 
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; 
ye are yet in your sins” (1 Corinthians 
15:17).
 The resurrection was God’s amen to 
the atoning work of Christ.  It was proof 
of its acceptance.  And because His work 
was accepted, we are accepted; that is, 

we are justified.
 IN THE THIRD PLACE, I 
KNOW HE PLEADS IN HEAVEN 
ON MY BEHALF.
 He is my Great High Priest.  The 
writer of Hebrews says, “Seeing then 
that we have a great high priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the son 
of God, let us hold fast our profession.  
For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 
4:14-16).
 I am further told that He is my 
Heavenly Advocate.   The great apostle 
of love admonishes us, “My little children, 
these things write I unto you, that ye sin 
not.  And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous: And he is the propitiation 
for our sins: and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world” (1 
John 2:1, 2).  By the grace and power of 
God, it is possible to obey the apostle’s 
injunction to “sin not.”  But what a 
comfort it is to know that even if we do 
fail and fall into sin, we have an advocate 
who pleads on our behalf.  And the basis 
of His plea is His “propitiation,” that is, 
His atoning sacrifice that satisfied the 
demands of God’s holy law.
 Still further, He is my mediator.  
Paul says, “For there is one God, and 
one mediator between God  and men, the 
man Christ Jesus”(1 Timothy 2:5).  Jesus 
is both God and man, and as such He is the 
“one mediator between God and men.”  
Some have proposed other mediators, 
but the Bible knows none.  And none is 
needed, for we are told that He has now 
entered “into heaven itself now to appear 
in the presence of God for us” (Hebrews 
9:24).
 IN THE FOURTH PLACE, I 
KNOW THAT THE COMFORTER 
HAS BEEN SENT.
 Jesus promised to send the 
comforter after His departure.  His words 

(Continued on pg. 4)



Editor’s Notes (continued from page 3  4
were, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It 
is expedient for you that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you” (John 16:7).
 He fulfilled this promise on the 
Day of Pentecost.  Peter declared, “This 
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses.  Therefore being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having received 
of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye 
now see and hear” (Acts 2:32, 33).  And 
Jesus promised that this “Comforter” 
once given, would “abide” with us “for 
ever” (John 14:16).
 IN THE FIFTH PLACE, 
I KNOW I NEED NOT FEAR 
DEATH.
 The writer of Hebrews tells us 
that Jesus tasted death for every man.  
We read, “But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man” (Hebrews 2:9).  
“The wages of sin is death” (Romans 
6:23); therefore, Jesus paid every man’s 
sin debt.  The lost man has only to “repent 
and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15).
 We are also told that Jesus 
destroyed  the  power  of  death.   We 
further read in Hebrews, “Forasmuch 
then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took 
part of the same; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 
2:14, 15).  The Christian now can shout in 
triumph in the face of the open grave, “O 
death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where 
is thy victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55).

 Again, we see that Jesus 
triumphed over death.  Hear the 
reassuring voice of the risen ascended 
Savior as He speaks in the Book of 
Revelation, chapter 1, verses 17 and 18, 
“Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am 
he that liveth and was dead; and behold, 
I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
the keys of hell and of death.”  By His 
resurrection, Jesus conquered Satan, and 
robbed death of its sting.
 IN THE SIXTH PLACE, I 
KNOW I WILL SEE MY LOVED 
ONES AGAIN.
 Paul addresses this hope in 1 
Thessalonians, chapter 4, verses 13 
through 18, “But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope.  For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him.  For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep.  For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first:  Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.”
 This rather lengthy passage tells 
us that our departed  Christian  loved 
ones now “sleep in Jesus.”  This refers to 
their bodies, not to their souls.  Elsewhere, 
Paul says, “We are confident, I say, and 
willing rather to be absent from the 
body, and to be present with the Lord” (2 
Corinthians 5:8).

 Our passage also tells us that at 
Christ’s coming, Christians dead and 
living will be reunited.  It has been well 
said that “Christians never say goodbye 
for the last time.”
 The earthly remains of my father 
and mother have long laid side by side in 
a sacred city of the silent.  It has been a 
long time since I have seen them. 
 My wife’s father passed away  
in April, 2003.  Death claimed both her 
mother and her sister in October, 2004.  
But we know that we will see all of these 
again, along with many other friends and 
loved ones.  Perhaps, soon.
 IN THE SEVENTH PLACE, 
I KNOW THAT I WILL LIVE 
FOREVER.
 Jesus said, “...because I live, 
ye shall live also” (John 14:19).  So we 
see that Christ’s resurrection is the 
guarantee of our future hope.
 We are further promised that 
we will be reunited with our loved 
ones and will be forever with Christ.  
Jesus’ words of assurance are, “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you.  I go 
to prepare a place for you.  And If I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also” (John 
14:2, 3).  Consider again Paul’s words in 1 
Thessalonians, chapter 4, verse 17, “Then 
we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them” (the dead 
in Christ) “in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord.”
 In conclusion, we have surely seen 
that the Easter message of the resurrection 
has many implications.  Truly, our hope 
in life, in death, and in eternity is founded 
and grounded in Christ’s resurrection.

able to keep the faith.  But it’s 
an effort of the will. There will 
soon be a law against texting and 
driving.  There will be millions of 
dollars spent in tickets until people 
learn.  Some will never learn.  But 
if you are distracted from focusing 

on the Savior and the salvation 
of your soul, the Holy Ghost will 
issue warnings like this message.  
But it is up to you to discipline 
yourself to keep your focus on 
the Savior.

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus...”

The President Writes (continued from page 2)  
 THIRD, WHAT WILL 
KEEP YOUR EYES FROM 
BEING DRAWN AWAY?  “Jesus 
Christ hath been evidently set 
forth, crucified among you?”  
There is no secret formula.  God 
has made provisions for us to be 



OZARK BIBLE INSTITUTE AND COLLEGE 
COMMENCEMENT      *       April 22, 2011

    
             Location:
       Bible Holiness Assembly of God
                 614 North High street
                      Neosho, Missouri 

         Randy Snow       Time:   6:00 p.m.
     speaker
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DEAN’S LIST FALL 2010
(3.90 and above, 12 hours and above) 

Angela Carlisle ........................4.00
Ashley Mathews ......................4.00
Patrick Rae1 ............................4.00
Candace Smith ....................... 4.00
Caleb Williams ........................4.00
Caleb Bontrager ......................4.00
Ben Bradley ............................4.00
Mathias DeMent ......................4.00
Angela Donohoo .....................4.00
Hannah Hurst ..........................4.00
Clayton Hutson .......................4.00
James Miles .............................4.00
Andrea Hutson ........................4.00
Evan Hensley ..........................4.00
Maria Rice ...............................4.00
Charlotte Knox ........................4.00

Ryan Thomas ..........................4.00
Rachel Hicks ...........................4.00
Chris Beth Biggerstaff ............4.00
Janine Niswonger ....................4.00
Jessie Hoover ..........................4.00
Crystal Dillehay ......................4.00
Deborah Wofford ....................4.00
Emily Woosley ........................3.943
*The above are listed according to

hours carried.

HONOR ROLL  FALL 2010
(3.50 and above)

Nicole Williams ......................3.854
Christi McLarty .......................3.846
Bethany Norris ........................3.846
Paul Taylor ..............................3.846
Jason Chan ..............................3.842
Hope Harris .............................3.842

Jessica Farmer ......................3.829
Kirah Pries ...........................3.829
Shayla Smith ........................3.829
Ryan Riggs ...........................3.814
Andrew Shumpert ................3.727
Jensen Routh. .......................3.722
Robin Bennett ......................3.707
Nathan Brimm ......................3.707
Candace Pardue ....................3.707
Justin Smith ..........................3.707
Sara Lewis ............................3.692
Brandi McLarty ....................3.692
Leah Shumpert. ....................3.692
Heather Ball .........................3.657
Tommy Hammond .............. 3.641
Charity Zerbel ......................3.625
Anna Carpenter ....................3.590
Melita Bontrager ..................3.538
Joseph Lindenborn. ..............3.500

camp peniel
Ozark christian schools campus

July 4-8, 2011

Night Speaker        
Dennis Heath

Children’s Workers
Lonnie & Lori Adams

Am Bible Teacher
TO BE ANNOUNCED
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Thanks to all the dedicated Alumni who 
have invested in the seat covers for the 
Overcomer Bus! They are awesome! 

Clean — Firm — Beautiful
As directors we both agree that we are 
willing to travel another million miles 

for Jesus sitting on these new seats!
 Thank you All.... So Much!
David & Lorraine Branham

New Upholstery and Cushions for the Overcomer Bus

 It is one of the great paradoxes of the Christian life 
that the weaker we may seem, the stronger we may 
be.  When we feel helpless to the point of fainting in 
the face of life’s demands, we are in the very situation 
where God can give us power; for the Bible says, “He 
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength” (Isaiah 40:29).
 This power is not human strength.  The prophet 
goes on to say that, “even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength” 
(Isaiah 40:30,31).  Youth may find it hard to obtain 
this bestowal of spiritual powers because of their great 
physical powers and self-confidence.  Those older 
in years who have learned from the frailty of human 
nature and the folly of self-confidence (sufficiency) 
have a great advantage for they sense their impotence 
and recognize their great need of God.
 We must always remember it is “Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord of 
hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).  Our best resources are not 
human but divine.  The power we need to do the will 
of God resides in the Lord Himself.  We obtain it by 
being “strengthened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man” (Ephesians 3:16).  The spiritual powers 
arrayed against us are too strong for us to overcome 
by our strength or skill.  Like Jehoshaphat we need 
to confess our personal weakness and plead for divine 
help.

 In his prayer the king confessed:  “we have no might 
against this great company that cometh against us; 
neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee” 
(2 Chronicles 20:12).  My friend, that was a humbling 
prayer for a king to make but it is the kind of prayer that 
the Lord loves to hear and answer.  This is evidenced by 
the miraculous victory he gave to the people of Judah.
 The attitude of the apostle Paul shows the secret of 
His great spiritual power.  He wrote, “Not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; 
but our sufficiency is of God” (2 Corinthians 3:5).
 “Christ liveth in me,” he declared, “and the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).
 Reckon yourself to be dead indeed unto sin and alive 
unto Christ.  Count your old life to be past, and nurture 
the new life utilizing every resource which God has made 
available to you.  
 The apostle said, “ye have put off the old man with his 
deeds; and have put on the new man, which is renewed 
in knowledge after the image of him that created him” 
(Colossians 3:9,10).  Our part is only to identify ourselves 
with Christ, to trust Him, and to appropriate His words 
in order that we may be partakers of His Spirit so that 
His kingdom is advanced and His Name is exalted.
 We may be sure He will do His part if we will do 
ours.  Thank God for this secret, all-sufficient source of 
spiritual strength: “Christ in you, the hope of glory” 
(Colossians 1:27)!          Selected

Overcomer Coach Seats rebuilt December 2010
by Brothers: Terry Miles, Jake Dillehay, John Tudor

NO SELF-SUFFICIENCY
Reprinted from July/August 1990 Standard Bearer
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hristian Missions

A Model Approach
to Missions Giving

 “But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that at 
the last your care of me hath flourished again; 
wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked 
opportunity… I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me. Notwithstanding 
ye have done well… in the beginning of the 
gospel… no church communicated with me 
concerning giving and receiving, but ye only… 
ye sent once and again unto my necessity… I 
desire fruit that may abound to your account… 
I have all and abound: having received… the 
things which were sent from you, an odor of 
a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well 
pleasing to God… God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
4:10-19).
 The church at Philippi was a model in their approach to missions. Their unique participation in the ministry of 
the apostle Paul enabled him and others to spread the gospel in the first century, thus ensuring to ensuing generations 
of varied ethnic groups the message of salvation. When opportunity was presented, they sowed spiritual, financial 
seeds that flourished, abounded with fruit, and exuded a sweet fragrance in the garden of our redeemer king. 
Multiplied millions of souls have entered God’s kingdom over the centuries as a result of their sacrificial giving to 
missions.
 We are grateful for 28 students enrolled this spring semester at the Bible school in Guatemala. (1-Columbia, 1-
Domincan Republic, 22-Guatemala, 2-Honduras, 2-Nicaragua) Several students are 2nd generation, being children of 
graduates from the school. Four students are “in house” young people from the church on campus. It is encouraging 
to see them develop into “able ministers of the new testament” as they attend classes, go on evangelism, and 
minister in our churches and radio broadcasts. Thank you for your prayers for the staff, students, and ministry.

 There are several opportunities to flourish financially for those who care about the ministry here at 
OBI Guatemala. 

SOME OF THE THINGS WE NEED ARE
Girls dorm: 3 shower stall floor renovations- $210, hallway tile and trim- $500
School: 3 rolling office chairs- $150, office desk- $225, 5 - 8 ft. plastic folding tables (for class)- $600
Villa Hermosa Church: handrail for 3rd level- $150, kitchen serving window enclosure- $300, metal door 
and trim- $175, ceiling light fixtures for 2nd level- $100, urinal and sink for men’s room- $200, vanity 
and sink for women’s room- $250
Campus landscaping project: 2100 blocks, cement, sand, gravel- $1800
 If you would like to be a blessing in any of these areas to OBI Guatemala, please send all correspondence 
to: OBI Guatemala, PO box 398, Neosho, MO 64850

 The great promise in scripture of God’s provision according to his riches in glory was given to a missions 
minded congregation. Missionaries are in the financial position of depending upon the generosity of God’s  people, 
backed by the bank of Heaven, to procure funds for operations. Sometimes we are abased, other times we abound, 
but we are resigned to be content with what God provides. 
 Thanks for your participation in this ministry.     

God’s Blessings, The Pennington’s

Spring 2011 Student body with Juan Carlos pictured far left 2nd from back



lot in Caracas, Brother Chuck Akers asked the question, “If God 
called you would you come to Venezuela.”  After observing 
his life in active ministry I began actively pursuing the calling 
to assist men and women on the mission field.  There are four 
things I learned from the Akers about preparing to be available 
to be a missionary or help missionaries.  #1 Get a passport,  #2 
Learn a foreign language, #3 Save your money, #4 Sacrifice 
pleasure for ministry opportunities.  “Going Beyond the Call 
of Duty.”  
 A Heart For God  From the day I arrived in Neosho, 
Missouri until this day one man I have observed daily is 
Brother Marshall Stoner.  A man of faith, almost daily I 
have seen him through the glass window of his office either 
praying for someone on the phone or personally in the office.  
Many days he would say “Brother Miles pray with me about 
the finances of the school, this is a work of faith.”  Brother 
Stoner has been involved in jail ministry, children’s ministry, 
Sunday school superintendant, radio ministry, Monday 
morning quiet time for the OBI students, youth ministry & 
many other areas.   He has been a man of faith in the area of 
financial accountability for the ministries of Ozark Christian 
Schools and Bible Holiness A/G.  He has influenced my life 
beyond measure in the areas of Integrity, Accountability and 
Reliability.  He is a man of meekness and strength.  Two of 
my favorite songs to hear him sing are “Little is much if God 
is in It” & “The Old Time Power.”  He has helped me “Keep 
on the Firing Line” when I have been weak.  His faith has 
encouraged me as I have observed him fighting the battle 
for his life, always praying, always staying active, always 
encouraging the brethren, always “Going Beyond the Call of 
Duty.”
 I would like to encourage the Alumni of Ozark Bible 
Institute & College to be men and women of God who always 
“Go Beyond the Call of Duty.”

 

  During the past month of February 
Brother Taylor, Nathan Brimm, Evan 
Reed & myself had the opportunity to 
attend the Smoky Mountain Ministers 
Conference.  While there we heard some 
great preaching to encourage men of 
God to continue in their journey in spite 
of their present circumstances.  Rev. 

Joey Height preached on the topic of “Going Beyond the 
Call of Duty.”  He used the scripture where Paul admonished 
the young minister Timothy to “Endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.”  It has been a great privilege while 
working here at Ozark Bible Institute & College to associate 
with many great men and women who have either attended 
or worked closely with OBI.  Pastors, evangelists, and 
missionaries have made a great impact on my life.  I would 
like to mention a few who have made a direct influence on 
my personal life and ministry. 
 A Heart for OBI  Brother David & Sister Donna Tucker 
were our first close contacts with OBI.  Brother Tucker had 
been our assistant Pastor at Gospel Defenders Church in 
Merced, CA.  Shortly after Rebecca & I were married the 
Tuckers moved to Neosho to begin working for OBI & Bible 
Holiness A/G.  I first felt the call to attend OBI while working 
on Sister Branham’s house in April of 1988.  We registered as 
students in January of 1989 and due to illness and “housing 
problems” we were invited by the Tuckers to live with them 
until our house was ready.  As Jesus observed the widow 
woman give “all that she had,” we observed Brother & Sister 
Tucker doing the same, “Going beyond the call of duty.”  
 A Heart for Young People  As OBI students we were 
privileged to work with Bro. Randy & Sister Denise Snow 
as they pastored the youth of Bible Holiness Assembly and 
worked for OBI & OCA.  During those days we watched 
as they sacrificed financially and in many other ways to be 
able to do what God had called them to do, love the work of 
God and love God’s people and love God above all else.  Our 
first youth trip was with the Snows, I learned many things 
on that trip including that Sister Denise does not like to wear 
Gatorade; lol!  “Going Beyond the Call of Duty.”
 A Heart for Missions   A passion for missions was 
conceived in my heart while attending OBI but it wasn’t until 
our first trip to Venezuela that I realized the full impact of a 
missions calling on my life.  Standing in a McDonald’s parking 

A l u m n i  I n  A c t i o n

2010-2011 
Officers

Randy Snow, President
dsnows@msn.com

Mark Hutson, Vice-President
marklisa@wildblue.net

Sheila Shelton, Secretary
shelton_0204@yahoo.com

Going Beyond 
the Call of Duty

By Terry Miles
Youth Pastor
Bible Holiness A/G
Neosho, MO
(OBI Graduate 1993)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS
Daniel Cross Branham was born to Daine and Karina Branham 
on October 19, 2010.  Congratulation!

MINISTRY NEWS
Emily Gaines has just recently obtained her teaching degree, 
and is interested in teaching in a Christian School.  You can 
contact her at 580-212-8932.

DEATH NOTICE
Brother Marshall Stoner, OBI business manager departed this 
life for the glories of heaven on February 22, 2011. He was 
born January 16,1944. Thank you for all your kind expressions 
of love and kindness to his family. Please pray for them as God 
may bring them to your mind. 


