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(Editor’s Note: While this is not strictly 
a Thanksgiving message, or a Christmas 
Message, isn’t Love, Care, Salvation, 
and Assurance what Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are about?)

	 “And also all that	 generation were 
gathered unto their fathers: and there arose 
another generation after them, which knew 
not the LORD, nor yet the works which he 
had done for Israel	”(Judges	2:10).
	 Sister	Ferrell	asked	if	I	would	preach	on	
Thursday	night	at	the	nursing	home.	I	really	
enjoy	 preaching	 at	 nursing	 homes.	 	When	
Sister	 Taylor	 and	 I	 started	 the	 church	 in	
Luray,	Virginia,	I	had	a	nursing	home	service	
at	 three	 different	 nursing	 homes:	 New	
Market,	Mountain	View,	and	Clearview.		It	
was	 a	 busy	 life,	 I	 was	 a	 pastor,	 preached,	
was	 a	 principal	 and	 supervised	 a	 school,	
worked	 for	 a	 living,	 ministered	 in	 nursing	
homes,	and	did	building	maintenance	at	the	
church	and	at	home.	I	 think	that	out	of	all	
those	things,	I	most	enjoyed	nursing	home	
ministry.		Of	course,	when	I	came	out	here,	
my	life	got	a	 lot	more	busy	than	it	was	 in	
Virginia.	And	I	have	greater	responsibilities	
now	than	I	did	then.		So	I	don’t	have	time	
to	do	nursing	home	like	I	once	did.		But	if	
you	feel	a	need	for	an	outlet	for	ministry,	a	
nursing	home	is	a	good	place	to	do	it.		You	
know	why	the	Dead	Sea	is	dead?		Because	
it has no outlet!  Water flows in but nothing 
flows out, so nothing lives in it.  Nursing 
home	ministry	is	a	great	outlet.	The	reason	I	
mention	this	is	because	this	is	the	message	I	
preached	at	Medicalodge	the	other	night.	

FOUR THINGS EVERY PERSON 
OUGHT TO KNOW!

	 Junk	 mail	 is	 a	 perfect	 example	 of	
unnecessary	information.		There	is	nothing	
advertised	 in	 junk	mail	 that	you	could	not	
live	without.
	 There	 are	 even	 people	 that	 have	 done	
great things that benefit us every day, but if we 
didn’t	know	their	names	it	wouldn’t	change	
our	lives.		If	you	didn’t	know	Thomas	Edison	

invented	the	light	bulb,	that	wouldn’t	mean	
you	have	to	sit	 in	the	dark.	 	If	you	didn’t	
know	Alexander	Graham	Bell	invented	the	
telephone	it	would	not	stop	you	from	using	
the	phone.		But if you don’t know Jesus 
the Son of God, that made forgiveness of 
sin and salvation of the soul possible, you 
can’t go to heaven.
	 So,	let	me	share	with	you,

FOUR THINGS EVERY PERSON 
NEEDS TO KNOW:

FIRST, GOD LOVES YOU!
	Mark	10:21	says,	“Then Jesus beholding 
him loved him, and said unto him, One thing 
thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, 
take up the cross, and follow me.”
	 Jesus	 said	 these	 words	 to	 a	 young	
Jewish	man	that	came	asking	the	question,	
“Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life?” 	 	 I	 could	have	used	
John	3:16	as	Scriptural	evidence	that	“God 
loves you.”		But this verse shows us God’s 
love for the individual.	“Jesus beholding 
him loved him....”
	 John	3:16	says “For God so loved the 
world,”	but	there	are	people	that	feel	like	it	
couldn’t	mean	them.		That	reminds	me	of	
the	old	song,	“Whosoever	Surely	Meaneth	
Me!”
 “Then Jesus beholding him loved him 
...” (Mark	10:21).		My	heart	was	touched	
by	the	way	the	Holy	Ghost	inspired	Mark	
to	 state	 this.	 	 “Jesus beholding him”	 saw	
everything	there	was	to	know	about	him.
 “Loved him”	 and	 seeing	 everything	
there	 was	 to	 know	 about	 him,	 Jesus	 still	
loved	him.		He	knows	my	faults	and	loves	
me	still.	 	Jesus	didn’t	 love	everything	the	
rich	young	ruler	was	doing,	or	not	doing,	
but	He	loved	him.
	 You	 may	 have	 heard	 me	 ask	 this	
question	 before,	 “Why	 does	 God	 love	
you?”		God	knows	everything	about	you:	
your	 past,	 your	 present,	 your	 thoughts,	
your	actions	and	your	secrets,	yet	He	loves	
you!		And	He	died	for	you!
	 There	is	a	story	of	a	mother	that	asked	
her	 little	 boy	 to	 shine	 her	 shoes	 for	 her	
before	they	went	to	visit	his	grandparents	
for	Christmas.		She	gave	the	boy	a	piece	of	
money	for	shining	her	shoes.		On	Christmas	
morning,	when	she	put	on	 the	 shoes,	 she	
found	in	one	of	them	the	money	wrapped	

in	 a	 piece	 of	 paper	 that	 said,	 “I	 did	 it	 for	
love.”		It	may	not	be	proper	grammar,	but	it	
sums	up	why	Jesus	died	on	the	cross.
	 When	 we	 are	 able	 to	 grasp	 the	 fact	
that	God	loves	us,	 it	opens	 the	way	for	us	
to	grow	in	Christian	living.		To	try	and	live	
the	Christian	life	for	any	other	reason	than	
because	of	our	gratitude	to	God	for	loving	
us	will	always	fail.	“If ye love me, keep my 
commandments” (John	14:15).	 	 If	you	put	
John	14:15	beside	First	John	4:19,	it	helps	
us	understand	how	the	fact	 that	God	loves	
us	changes	our	life!
	 When	 we	 perceive that	 God	 loves	 us	
because	Jesus	died	for	us	while	we	were	yet	
sinners,	 then	First	 John	4:19	 says	we	 love	
Him	when	we	realize	how	much	he	 loved	
us.	 	 Then	 the	 words	 of	 John	 14:15	 make	
sense.	 	When	 we	 realize	 how	 much	 Jesus	
loved	us	even	when	we	were	sinning,	and	we	
appreciate	what	He	did	to	save	us,	obeying	
His	word	isn’t	a	hard	thing	at	all!	

SECONDLY, GOD CARES
ABOUT YOU!

 God cares about you	 and	 what	 you	
are	 going	 through	 right	 now!	 “Casting	 all	
your	care upon him; for he careth for you” 
(I	Peter	5:7).	 	Sometimes	we	think	getting	
saved	makes	life	on	earth	like	life	in	heaven.		
It	turns	the	world	upside	down,	but	it’s	still	
the	world.	 	As	long	as	we	live	here	below	
we	 are	 going	 to	 face	 heartache	 and	 trials.		
Note in First Peter 5:7, it says, “Casting 
all your care upon him” not “you can’t 
have another care.”		As	long	as	we	are	in	
this	world,	we	are	going	to	face	things	that	
concern	us.
	 Because	God	cares	so	much	about	us,	He	
cares	what	we	are	going	through.		God has 
chosen to allow things to happen in this 
world that are not His will.		For	example:	
the	storm	at	sea	 that	Jesus	rebuked.	 	Jesus	
would	not	 rebuke	His	Father	 if	His	Father	
was	 causing	 the	 storm.	 	Another	 example,	
demon	possession.		Jesus	rebuked	the	devil	
that	was	tormenting	people.		It	was	not	the	
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THE PROTEVANGELIUM
  The Promise Of
 Christmas In The
  Garden Of Eden
          By Editor

    Wallace E. Joice

The scene was set in Eden.  The
subtle serpent had beguiled Eve.  Eve in
turn had led Adam into sin.  Into the
Garden “in the cool of the day” came
Jehovah.  He sought out the guilty pair
and confronted them with their sin.
Adam’s answer to  the Lord’s
questioning was: “The woman whom
thou gavest to be with me, she gave me
of the tree, and I did eat.”  When the
Lord questioned Eve, her reply was:
“The serpent beguiled me, and I did
eat.”

The Lord then turned His
attention to the serpent.  Acting as “the
Judge of all the earth,” He began to
pronounce sentence:  first, upon the
serpent, then upon the woman, and
finally upon the man.  The sentence
upon the serpent is found in Genesis,
chapter three, verses 14 and 15: “And
the Lord God said unto the serpent,
Because thou hast done this, thou art
cursed above all cattle, and above every
beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the
days of thy life: And I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel.”

The sentence pronounced upon
the serpent in the hearing of our first
parents contained the first Messianic
promise.  Theologians and Bible
commentators have called it (verse 15)
the protevangelium.  This Latin term
means the “first gospel.”

Genesis has been called “the
seed plot of the Bible.”  Every major
doctrine of the Word of God finds its
beginning there.  Thus, it is to be
expected that the gospel promise should
find its first expression therein.  How
appropriate that the first intimation of
Christmas should be expressed in the
shades of Eden on the eve of the fall of
our first parents!

This blessed protevangelium
was the acorn out of which the

subsequent mighty oak of Messianic
prophesy grew.  It was the only such
promise given from the time of Adam
until the time of Abraham, a period of
approximately 2,000 years.  The saints
of this time “were encouraged,
comforted, and saved by this promise
alone, illustrated as it was by sacrifices
appointed by the Lord” (Charles
Simeon).

Let us closely examine this
wonderful “first gospel.”  Notice first--

THE CONFLICT–“I WILL PUT
ENMITY BETWEEN THEE AND

THE WOMAN”
These words, as we have noted,

were addressed to the serpent.  Whereas
there had been affinity and friendship
between the serpent and the woman,
now there would be divinely appointed
enmity and hatred.  To insure that such
hatred would exist, the serpent was
degraded from being “more subtil than
any beast of the field which the Lord
God had made” (Genesis 3:1) to being
the lowest and most loathsome of
creatures.  Genesis, chapter 3, verse 14,
records this degradation: “Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast of the
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy
life.”  Thus we see that, though the curse
affected all creation, yet it affected the
serpent more than the other creatures.
The Pulpit Commentary, as well as
others, says that the word translated
“above” means literally “from,” that is
“apart from.”

It is significant that during the
Millennium when the curse will be lifted
from the earth and the other animate
creatures it will still remain, at least in
part, upon the serpent.  In Isaiah, chapter
65, verse 25, the prophet predicts that
“The wolf and the lamb will feed
together, and the lion shall eat straw
like the bullock: and dust shall be the
serpent's meat.”

From the Genesis record, it
would seem that the Edenic serpent was
very different than the creature that we
know today.  Josephus, the ancient
Jewish commentator and historian, says
that God deprived the serpent of the
power of speech and of his feet.  Luther,
as well as a number of other
commentators, believed that the serpent
was originally an upright creature.

As to the other party of the
conflict, it would certainly be a rare

woman that had any love for serpents.
Hatred for them is innate and instinctive.
They seem to remind them, at least
subconsciously, of the fall.

However, the conflict is not just
between the natural serpent and the
woman, but is a type and picture of the
conflict between the spiritual serpent
and womankind.  In Revelation, chapter
12, verse 9, we have Satan identified
with the creature he motivated and used:
“And the great dragon was cast out,
that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:
he was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him.”  In
verses 4 and 5, the spiritual conflict
between Satan, the woman, and her seed
is graphically pictured: "And the dragon
stood before the woman which was
ready to be delivered, for to devour her
child as soon as it was born.  And she
brought forth a man child, who was to
rule all nations with a rod of iron: and
her child was caught up unto God, and
to his throne.”

Next, let us notice--
THE CONTESTANTS–“AND

BETWEEN THY SEED AND HER
SEED.”

The enmity and conflict was to
be perpetuated through coming
generations.  The universal hatred of
mankind toward serpents illustrates this,
but does not exhaust its meaning.  The
seed of the serpent is faithless and
disobedient mankind.

Cain was the first of mankind to
identify himself spiritually with “that
old serpent.”  In First John, chapter 3,
verse 12, the great apostle of love
admonishes us to be “Not as Cain, who
was of that wicked one, and slew his
brother.  And wherefore slew he him?
Because his own works were evil, and
his brother's righteous.”  Do we not see
here the beginning of the conflict
between the two spiritual seeds?

John the Baptist indicated the
spiritual lineage of some when he spoke
in Matthew, chapter 3, verse 7: “But
when he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees come to his baptism, he said
unto them, O generation of vipers, who
hath warned you to flee from the wrath
to come.”  To such as these, Jesus spoke
the words of Matthew, chapter 23, verse
33: “Ye serpents, ye generation of
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation
of hell?”

(Continued on page 5)



Father’s will, but He allowed it.  Everything 
that exists is not a reflection of God’s 
perfect will.  Evil had to be allowed in the 
world so that a human being’s service to 
God would be by choice.  
 My faith in God refuses to attribute 
to God that which the Bible attributes to 
Satan.  Our heavenly Father cares about 
what happens to us!  There is a song that 
says, “My Heavenly Father Watches Over 
Me.”  And He does care!  God, as He is 
revealed in Jesus on the cross, suffering 
the consequence of our sins, is proof of 
what is always true about God–He cares 
about us.  Isaiah 63:9 says, “In all their 
afflictions he was afflicted.”  The things that 
hurt His people hurt Him.

THIRDLY, GOD HAS MADE A WAY 
FOR YOU TO GET TO HEAVEN!

 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6).
 Have you ever given much thought to 
the oft-used phrase, “God bless you?”  The 
word “bless” in the New Testament comes 
from a Greek word that means bliss or 
happiness.  The Greek word is “Makarios.”  
As often the case in the Greek language, 
they have more than one word that means 
virtually the same thing. “Makarios” was 
originally used to refer to the happiness of 
the Gods.  So it became the word Christians 
used.  To be blessed means to share in the 
happiness of God.  That’s what heaven 
will be like.
 Recently, the British Monarchy had 
another Royal wedding, William and 
Kate.  I saw a little of it on the Internet, 
Westminister Abby and all of that.  But there 
is another royal wedding in its planning 
stages that will make William and Kate’s 
pale by comparison.  That is when Jesus 
comes back to be united with His church 
forever in heaven!  Just the marriage supper 
will dazzle us beyond belief.  There will be 
representatives of every race and every age 
of the history of the world there.
 Did you know that I’ve been working on 
the robe I’m going to wear to the marriage 
supper of the lamb?  I started on it in 1976 
right after I was saved!  Did you know that 
you have been working on your robe for the 
marriage supper?  Revelation 19:7-8 says, 
“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come 
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and his wife hath made herself ready. And to 
her was granted that she should be arrayed 
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints.” John 
says the bride made herself ready. How?   
By confessing sin and believing in Jesus.  
Then John says the wedding gown will be 
made up according to our righteous acts 
after we get saved.  Then we get enthusiastic 
about our salvation and begin to work on 
our rewards when we get to heaven.
 John said he saw so many he couldn’t 
count them.  He must have had an aerial 
view. Like at the Rose Bowl, when from 
up in the stadium the people in the half-
time show make different designs.  Maybe 
John saw the saints all standing together in 
white robes and the configuration looked 
like a bride in her wedding gown, about to 
meet her husband at the altar!  And God has 
made a way for you to be part of that.
FOURTHLY, GOD WANTS YOU TO 
ENJOY THE PEACE THAT COMES 

WITH KNOWING YOU ARE READY 
TO MEET THE LORD.

 “For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 
10:13). Isn’t that a wonderful promise?  
You can be sure you are saved and ready 
to meet the Lord! 
 This hymn was written in 1901 after 
the death of McAfee’s two nieces from 
diphtheria.  His church choir sang it outside 
the quarantined home of his brother, 
offering words of hope about God’s heart 
of care.

“There is a place of quiet rest,
Near to the heart of God,

A place where sin cannot molest,
Near to the heart of God.

O Jesus, blest Redeemer,
Sent from the heart of God,

Hold us who wait before Thee
Near to the heart of God.”

 I heard an army chaplain preach a 
soldier’s funeral.  He began by saying, 
“The mortality rate in this world is 100%.  
That is why it is good to know Jesus.”
 In over thirty years of trying to win 
souls, I’ve literally seen the peace that 
comes with knowing you are ready to meet 
the Lord.  There was a lady at Montview 
in Luray, that said, “A pastor told me about 
Jesus and led me in prayer right here!”  I 
thank God I have seen the reaction of 

PROVIDENCE
 When George Washington wrote the first 
Presidential Thanksgiving Proclamation on 
November 26, 1789, after our country became 
a free and independent nation, he began his 
message by acknowledging God’s providence.  
He concluded that message by recognizing the 
Lord as the giver of national prosperity, and in 
between were no less than two dozen forceful 
references to the goodness of God.  There was 
no doubt in Washington’s mind that the birth 
of this nation and its marvelous blessings were 
cause for deep gratitude to God.
 In his diary on that day is found this 
entry in his own handwriting: “Being the day 
appointed for Thanksgiving, I went to St. Paul’s 
chapel, though it was inclement and stormy, 
but few people at church.”  The father of our 
country had seen the crimson snow at Valley 
Forge, had heard boasts he would be defeated, 
had seen some of his own men deserting and 
others proving themselves traitors, and could 
not but be grateful to God.  Therefore he went 
to church on that first Thanksgiving to praise 
and thank God.  Yet most of his neighbors 
in Virginia let the weather keep them from 
publicly thanking God for founding our 
nation.

people when they really get saved!  There 
is something wonderful about knowing you 
have the most important decision in life taken 
care of: where you will spend eternity!
 When I was young and stupid, I argued 
with my older brother that was saved.  I 
said, “Nobody will know if they are going to 
heaven until they get there!”  And I actually 
believed it. I hadn’t ever read the Bible, didn’t 
know the Old Testament from the New, but 
I was a self-appointed expert on salvation. 
And I said, “You can’t know until you get 
there.”  But when the Holy Ghost started to 
deal with me, and I got under conviction, the 
Spirit convinced me that I was going to hell 
for my sin.  All of a sudden my stupid belief 
about not knowing if you could be sure you 
were ready for heaven was torturing me.  
That is when I started looking for the truth. 
Ken told me about Jesus!  He died for me!  
Oh the peace that came when I got saved.  
I’ve got two good reasons for telling you 
these four wonderful things.
 First: If you love Jesus and its well with 
your soul, its reassuring to hear someone 
reinforce what you believe by citing 
Scriptures from the Bible that prove your 
belief is right.
 Second: If you are not sure if you are 
right with the Lord, these Scriptures will 
assure you that you very easily can be.  And 
you can be saved now!

–Christian Clippings
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In His interpretation of “the
parable of the tares of the field,” Jesus
spoke of the two spiritual seeds: “The
field is the world; the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; but the tares
are the children  of the wicked one”
(Matthew 13:38).

To certain religionists who
prided themselves on their descent from
Abraham, Jesus declared in John,
chapter 8, verse 44: “Ye are of your
father the Devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will do.  He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of
his own: for he is a liar, and the father
of it.”

From the foregoing Scriptures,
which could be multiplied almost
indefinitely, we can see the conflict of
the two spiritual seeds.  We note that the
true “"seed of the woman” are those who
believe and obey God, thus becoming
His spiritual children.  Those who like
her receive and embrace the promise.

However, the fullest and final
fulfillment of this promise and prophesy
was in and through the Lord Jesus
Christ.  As the virgin-born Son of God,
He is uniquely the “seed” of the
woman.  His virgin birth, which seems
to be intimated in this prophetic
promise, is expressly predicted in Isaiah,
chapter 7, verse 14: “Therefore the Lord
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel.”
Paul set forth this same truth in
Galatians, chapter 4, verse 4: “But when
the fullness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law.”

Thus, we can see  that  even  as
sin  entered  into  the  world  through  a

woman, just so salvation came through
the agency of a woman.  This seems to
me to be the import of Paul's words in
First Timothy, chapter 2, verses 13
through 15: “For Adam was first
formed, then Eve.  And Adam was not
deceived, but the woman being deceived
w a s  i n  t h e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n .
Notwithstanding she shall be saved in
childbearing, if they continue in faith
and charity and holiness with sobriety.”
My Bagster's Interlinear New Testament
renders the first phrase of verse 15 more
literally: “But she shall be saved
through the childbearing.”  The
definite article rendered “the” indicated
a particular “childbearing” through
which all of us are saved–the virgin birth
of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Finally consider--
THE CONSUMMATION–“IT

SHALL BRUISE THY HEAD, AND
THOU SHALT BRUISE HIS

HEEL.”
Here the enmity is pictured as

leading to the infliction of wounds.  The
seed of the woman is represented as
bruising the head of the serpent, while
the serpent is depicted as bruising the
heel of the woman's seed.  In the natural
realm, this quite often is fulfilled.  The
serpent quite often strikes at the lower
extremities of man's body, while man
usually seeks to crush the serpent's head.
This is a graphic picture of the
consummation of the spiritual conflict
between Christ and “that old serpent,
called the Devil.”

Consider first the heel bruising.
This Satan did in the passion of Christ,
cu lm inating  as it  d id  in  the
crucifixion–the nailing of His hands and
feet to the cross.  Isaiah says “it pleased
the Lord to bruise him”  (Isaiah 53:10),
yet it was Satan that  was allowed  to do

the awful deed.  All of this was allowed,
however, in the providence of God for
our good for “he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes were
are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).

Secondly, consider the head
bruising.  “It,” rather “He,” (the
pronoun is masculine) “shall bruise thy
head.”

Christ's purpose in coming was
to “destroy the works of the devil” (1
John 3:8).  This He did, contrary to
human reasoning, through His atoning
death.  The writer of Hebrews in chapter
2, verse 14 says: “Forasmuch then as
the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same; that through death he
might destroy him that had the power
of death, that is the devil.”  At the cross,
our Heavenly Samson grasped the twin
pillars of Satan’s kingdom, sin and
death, and bowing Himself in death,
brought Satan’s kingdom crashing down
in ruins.  Rising again from the dead, He
showed Himself triumphant over Satan
and all His forces.

Dear friends, His victory is our
victory.  Because of His triumph Paul
assures us that “the God of peace shall
bruise Satan under your feet shortly”
(Romans 16:20).  Someday, we will see
the fulfillment of the Revelator's vision:
“And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet
are, and shall be tormented day and
night for ever and ever.”  Satan, then, is
a defeated foe; totally defeated by
Christ.  He awaits only his eternal
incarceration in “the lake of fire and
brimstone.”  Hallelujah!

DECISION DAYS  2012  –  March 15 - 18

The faculty, staff, and students of Ozark Bible Institute and College would
like to invite you to attend.

There  is no charge for Juniors, Seniors or qualified graduates.

We welcome you to come see what campus life is all about by sitting in our
classes, living in our dorms, eating in our cafeteria, and attending our
worship services.

        For more information, please write: Registrar, Ozark Bible Institute and College,

  Eddie Godbey, Special Speaker       PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850-0398 or call (417) 451-2057 or visit www.obiweb.org



By Brother Gene Canter, 
Brother Mike Pennington, 

Brother Ben Baker

8:00 A.M. August 15, 2011
Massai Land, Kenya, Africa
	Twenty	 eight	 pastors	 and	
church	 leaders	 gathered	 in	 a	

small	 tin	 corrugated	 church	 on	 the	 side	 of	
a	 mountain	 in	 Massai	 Land,	 Kenya,	 East	
Africa.		Excitement	was	running	high	as	they	
greeted	 one	 another	 and	 their	 three	 Bible	
teachers	from	America.		This	was	their	fourth	
Pastor’s	 school.	 They	 knew	 by	 experience	
that	 the	 sweet	 presence	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	
would	accompany	 the	 teaching	of	 the	Word	
of	God.		And	they	were	ready,	ready	to	open	
their	hearts	and	minds	to	God’s	truth;	ready	
for	 the	 victories	 that	 follow	 truth	 embraced	
by	faith.	 	Several	of	 the	pastors	and	leaders	
are	public	school	teachers.		One	is	a	college	
professor.	 	 All	 are	 serious	 students	 of	 the	
Word	of	God.	 	They	are	descendents	of	 the	
famed	 Massai	 warriors	 of	 past	 generations,	
who were known for being fierce and fervent 
in	battle.		The	same	fervency	is	apparent	now	
as	they	join	in	raising	their	voices	in	prayer	
and	supplication.
	 Many	 questions	 and	 much	 discussion	
followed	the	lessons	from	the	Book	of	First	
Corinthians.		Insights	were	gained	into	Paul’s	
great	pastor’s	heart.		His	love	for	his	converts	
can	be	clearly	seen	through	his	tender,	patient	
instruction	 from	 God’s	 wonderful	 Word.	
Though	Paul	was	patient	and	 tender,	yet	he	
was	adamant.		He	insisted	that	these	believers	
be	 restored	 to	 the	 divine	 principles	 from	
which	 they	had	drifted.	 	 	 In	chapter	eleven,	
Paul	sets	forth	the	divine	order	of	authority:	
beginning	 with	 Christ’s	 submission	 under	
the	Father,	then	the	man’s	submission	under	
Christ, and finally the woman’s submission 
under	man.		The	outward	sign,	visible	to	the	
angels	and	others,	that	the	woman	was	under	
voluntary	submissions	to	her	male	authority,	
was	 that	her	head	be	covered.	 	Paul	says	 in	
verse fifteen, “if a woman have long hair, it 
is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for 
a covering.”	 	Conversely,	a	man’s	long	hair	
shames	both	himself	and	Christ,	his	head.
	 The	 ordinance	 of	 water	 baptism	 is	 an	

Gene Canter

outward	 sign	 of	 death	 to	 self	 and	
of	being	risen	with	Christ,	so	 this	
ordinance	is	an	outward	testimony	
to	the	giving	up	of	our	self	autonomy	
and	a	complete	 submission	 to	 the	
authority	God	has	placed	over	us.		
When	 we	 concluded	 this	 session	
from	 chapter	 eleven,	 I	 asked	 if	
there	were	any	questions.		After	a	
long	silence,	I	asked	several	more	
times―no answers.  I probed; 
asking	 if	 they	 understood	 and	
if	 it	 was	 clear?	 	 Suddenly	 I	 saw	
the	 pastor	 who	 was	 the	 college	
professor	 shaking	 his	 head	 from	
side	 to	 side.	 	Then	 he	 responded,	
“I	 have	 always	 wondered	 what	
this	 passage	 of	 Scripture	 meant,	
but	now	I	see,	it	could	not	be	any	
clearer	to	me.”		Other	pastors	began	
to	shake	their	heads	in	agreement,	
responding,	 “Yes,	 yes,	 it	 is	 very	
clear,	very	clear.”		During	our	time	
of	prayer,	there	was	much	weeping	
and	rejoicing;	God	had	opened	His	
wonderful	 Word	 to	 these	 hungry	
hearts.
	 After	the	close	of	the	sessions	
in which twenty eight certificates 
were	awarded,	the	pastors	asked	to	
meet	with	the	teaching	team.		They	
had	 a	 request.	 	 Please	 come	back	
and	help	us	establish	a	Bible	School.		
They	pledged	to	visit	other	pastors	
and	 double	 the	 number	 attending	
classes.	 	 The	 pastors	 have	 land	
ready	to	establish	a	school,	as	soon	
as	the	legal	papers	can	be	granted.

28 Certificates presented to Kenya be-
lievers for successful completion of the 
Bible course in First Corinthians

	 We	arrived	in	Wanyjok	after	a	
one	hour	gruesome	ride	from	Aweil	
town,	where	our	plane	had	landed	
on	a	dirt	landing	strip.		Our	driver,	
traveling about fifty miles an hour, 
hit	every	six	to	eight	inch	pothole	
available	 on	 the	 much-traveled	
dirt	 road	 from	Aweil	 to	Wanyjok.		
Shaken	but	safe,	we	were	greeted	
by	 over	 one	 hundred	 pastors	 and	
church	leaders.	They	had	gathered	
in	 a	 simple	 thirty	 by	 sixty	 grass	
church	 tucked	under	 a	 corrugated	
roof.	 They	 were	 excited	 and	
anxious	to	hear	about	the	Doctrine	
of	 Salvation.	 	 Arrangements	 had	
been	 made	 to	 feed	 one	 hundred	
pastors	 for	 a	 week.	 	 Most	 of	
them	 had	 walked	 many	 miles	 to	
be	 in	 attendance.	 	 Bro.	 Garang	
Athian	 had	 to	 turn	 away	 another	
one	 hundred	 applicants	 for	 lack	
of	 accommodations.	 	 There	 is	 an	
incredible	 spiritual	hunger	 among	
the	Southern	Sudanese	pastors.
	 After	two	days	of	8	A.M.	to	5	
P.M.	classes	the	pastors	were	very	
excited;	they	asked	me	to	meet	with	
them	after	the	evening	meal.		They	
wanted	 to	 know	 all	 about	 Ozark	
Bible	Institute	and	College.		They	
wanted	to	know	how	O.B.I.	could	
help	 them	 receive	 further	 Bible	
training.	 	 Would	 it	 be	 possible	
to	 have	 an	 extension	 of	 O.B.I.	 in	
Southern	 Sudan,	 in	 their	 area	 of	
Aweil	State?		First,	they	wanted	it	
known	 that	 they	 were	 not	 asking	
for money or financial support to 
develop	 a	 school;	 they	 wanted	 to	
bear	that	responsibility	themselves.		
Their	 request	 entailed	 three	
things:	(1)	could	O.B.I.	supply	the	
teaching	material	and	lessons	they	
would	need	 to	 teach	 their	 people,	
(2)	would	O.B.I.	continue	to	send	
a	 teaching	 team	 twice	 a	 year	 to	
conduct	seminar	type	classes	such	
as	 the	 one	 underway,	 and	 (3)	 if	
possible,	 could	 a	 young	 couple	
come	and	spend	a	year	with	them	
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workers	 in	 Kenya	 and	 South	 Sudan	
who	 attended	 the	 training	 sessions	
that	 Ozark	 Christian	 Missions	 in	
conjunction	 with	 Friends	 of	 Sudan,	
hosted	in	the	same	terms.	To	say	that	
they	 were	 very	 receptive	 would	 be	
an	 understatement.	 True	 born	 again	
people	will	always	show	their	spiritual	
blood	 by	 their	 attitude	 towards,	 and	
fervency	 for	 the	 study	 of	 and	 right	
division	 of	 the	 Word	 of	 God.	 The	
period	 of	 time	 that	 I	 spent	 in	Africa	
confirmed in my heart and mind the 
realization	 that	God	has	orchestrated	
the	connection	between	OCM	and	the	
contacts	that	we	have	cultivated	there.		
This	is	in	order	to	bring	the	truths	of	His	
Word	to	these	developing	countries	at	
this	precise	moment	in	history,	and	to	
generate	 a	bountiful	 harvest	 of	 souls	
for	His	Kingdom.	There	is	still	a	lot	of	
work	to	do,	and	many	things	need	to	
be	accomplished	in	order	to	establish	
permanent	Bible	schools	in	these	two	
locations,	 but	 the	 wheels	 are	 turning	
in	that	direction.	Pray	with	us	for	the	
provision	of	personnel	and	 funds	 for	
these	 dreams	 and	 visions	 to	 become	
reality.	Thanks	 to	 all	 who	 made	 this	
trip,	the	past	trips,	and	any	future	trips	
possible.	 God	 reward	 you	 for	 your	
sacrifices.A Truly 

Noble 
Experience

	To	 be	 noble,	 something	
must	 be	 high	 in	 character	 or	 show	
greatness	of	mind.	Some	 synonyms	of	
noble are: splendid, grand, magnificent, 
fine, excellent. Nobility means to be well 
born,	or	born	into	a	good	family.	Luke	
used	 the	 term	 noble	 in	 Acts	 17:11	 to	
describe	the	Berean	converts’	reception	
of	God’s	Word	when	he	said	that	they,	
“received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether these things were so.”	 I	
would	certainly	qualify	the	pastors	and	

to	help	 supervise	and	 teach	as	well	 as	
be	an	example	of	holiness	among	their	
people?
	 Over one hundred certificates were 
awarded for successfully completing 
the course.	 	 The	 pastors	 gave	 much	
praise	to	God	and	offered	their	gratitude	
to	Brother	Taylor	and	O.B.I.	for	making	
this	training	possible.		

That I May 
Know Him 

Ben Baker
OBI Instructor

	 	 The	 poorest	
people	 on	 earth,	 the	

most	 diseased	 nation	 in	 the	 world,	
(the	average	life	expectancy	is	around	
53	years),	 and	 if	 you	happen	 to	 live	
that	 long,	 all	 you	 have	 ever	 known	
is	 war;	 this	 is	 South	 Sudan	 a.k.a.	
the	newest	nation	 in	 the	world	as	of	
July	 9th	 2011.	 South	 Sudan	 became	
an	 independent	 nation	 after	 over	 50	
years	of	civil	war.	During	that	time	2	
million	have	died,	 and	4	million	 are	
refugees	 in	 other	 nations.	 Virtually	
every	family	has	lost	someone	in	the	

Mike Pennington
Field Director

OBI Guatemala

war.	Children	have	no	parents,	wives	
are	 left	 widows,	 and	 the	 young	 are	
many.	
	 Yet	 among	 the	 young	 struggling	
survivors,	 there	 is	 an	 excitement	 in	
their	 eyes	 you	 can	 see	 even	 through	
the	hunger	and	disease.	Freedom	gives	
a	 sense	 of	 a	 new	 start,	 a	 profound	
dream	 of	 a	 bright	 future,	 a	 new	
national	 language,	new	roads,	a	new	
constitution,	new	structure,	and	a	new	
feeling	 of	 independence.	 Even	 tribal	
ethnic	groups	 are	 re-examining	 their	
own	traditions	to	make	sure	this	new	
beginning	is	founded	on	what	is	right	
and	best	for	the	good	of	the	nation.	
	 There	 is	a	hunger	 for	knowledge	
of	 what	 is	 right.	 	 A	 people	 that	 are	
seeking for truth are fertile fields for 
the	gospel.		From	where	I’m	sitting	in	
a broken plastic chair on a dirt floor, 
you	can	almost	hear	the	wheels	turning	
in	the	minds	and	hear	the	heart’s	cry	
of	the	people,	even	above	the	rattle	of	
the	generators	in	the	nearby	growing	
village	of	Wanyjok.		My	mind	snaps	
back	to	the	conversation	taking	place	
in	 the	 mud	 hut	 with	 a	 thatch	 roof.	
“Please	 come	 and	 teach	 us	 more	 of	
the	 truth,	 it’s	 the	only	 thing	 that	can	
help	 us,”	 a	 tall	 Dinka	 man	 pleads	
with	teary	eyes.	He’s	already	told	us	
his	 story.	 	 He’s	 a	 Pentecostal	 pastor	
who	 has	 been	 beaten,	 starved,	 put	
in	 prison,	 and	 faced	 much	 suffering	
for	preaching	the	truth	of	the	gospel.		
This	story	is	common	here,	but	that’s	
where	the	gospel	thrives,	isn’t	it?	
	 During	this	trip	to	Kenya	and	South	
Sudan,	 we	 saw	 God	 cultivating	 the	
harvest	with	an	urgency.		Pastors	are	
taking	the	teaching	we	have	provided	
and	 multiplying	 it	 to	 their	 people.		
People	 are	 getting	 saved,	 healed,	
delivered,	 and	 they	 are	 growing	 in	
their	 walk	 with	 God.	 	 Churches	 are	
outgrowing	 their	 little	 tin	 buildings,	
and	there	is	a	voice	that	is	growing	in	
intensity	and	rings	in	our	ears.	It	was	
so	well	put	by	a	missionary	that	lived	
long	ago,	“...That I may know him!”	

Over one hundred certificates were awarded for 
successful	completion	of	the	course,	“So	Great	
Salvation”	by	W.	H.	Kesler
	 We	ask	our	readers	to	be	in	prayer	
with	us.		We	feel	much	like	the	Apostle	
Paul	when	he	said	in	First	Corinthians	
16:9,	 “For a great door and effectual 
is opened unto me, and there are many 
adversaries.”		It	is	certain	we	are	living	
in	the	last	days.		God	is	reaching	out	to	
the	 entire	world,	 and	 it	 is	 evident	 and	
clear	 there	 are	 hungry	 hearts	 reaching	
out	 for	help.	 	Will	you	help	by	prayer	
and	giving?		God	bless	you.

Brother Gene Canter
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The Last Promise and Prayer
	 “…Surely I come quickly…Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus”	 (Revelation	
22:21).
	 “The	Comer”	was	one	of	the	names	
of	 the	 Messiah	 in	 the	 Old	 Testament	
implicitly	or	explicitly.		“He	that	cometh”	
could	well	be	translated		“The	Comer”	in	a	
number	of	passages	in	the	New	Testament	
–	 such	as:	Blessed	 is	The	Comer	 in	 the	

name	of	the	Lord.		Are	you	The	Comer	or	do	we	look	for	
another?		The	Comer	after	me	is	mightier	than	I…	etc.
	 When	The	Comer	came	to	this	world	the	first	time,	
many	 failed	 to	 recognize	 Him	 and	 acknowledge	 his	
Lordship.	 	 Indeed	 he	 came	 unto	 his	 own	 and	 his	 own	
received	him	not.	 	God	was	veiled	 in	flesh.	 	 Incarnate	
Deity	was	disguised	 in	common	humanity.	 	The	hopes	
of	the	few	followers	that	The	Comer	had	garnered	while	
on	 this	earth	were	crushed	when	He	was	crucified	and	
buried	at	 the	age	of	33.	 	But	 that	 is	not	 the	end	of	 the	
story.	 	After	 40	 days	 of	 post	 resurrection	 appearances	
to	 numbers	 of	 his	 disciples,	 including	over	 500	 at	 one	

A l u m n i  I n  A c t i o n

2010-2011 
Officers

Randy Snow, President
dsnows@msn.com

Mark Hutson, Vice-President
marklisa@wildblue.net

Sheila Shelton, Secretary
shelton_0204@yahoo.com

Mike	Pennington
OBI	Graduate	1981

time.	 	The	Comer	 left	 to	His	place	and	position	 in	 the	
heavens	with	this	promise	from	the	lips	of	angels	“…this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as you have seen him go into 
heaven.”	 	Since	 that	 time	millions	have	 lived	and	died	
on	this	earth	with	hope	in	that	promise	–	that	The	Comer	
will	come	again	and	fulfill	all	of	the	prophecies	written	
about	Him.	
	 To	 those	who	 love	His	 appearing,	 the	 signs	 of	His	
Second	 Coming	 are	 multiplying	 and	 becoming	 more	
evident	daily.		Our	adversary	seeks	to	divert	our	attention	
from	spiritual	certainties	to	trivial	frivolities	in	an	effort	
to	 put	 us	 in	 an	 unprepared	 situation	 when	 the	 trumpet	
heralds	the	return	of	The	Comer.		Watch	and	Pray	are	the	
advice	of	The	Comer	in	relation	to	His	Second	Coming.
	 During	 this	 season	 we	 sing.	 	 ”How	 silently,	 how	
silently,	the	wondrous	gift	is	given.”		His	Second	Coming	
is	just	as	unexpected	in	this	world	as	was	his	first	coming	
to		those	who	do	not	believe	the	final	promise	of	the	Bible	
or	 pray	 its	 final	 prayer.	 	May	we	 be	 among	 them	 that	
look	 for	 The	 Comer	 the	 second	 time	 without	 sin	 unto	
salvation.!

Announcements
Marriage: 

Tia Dawn (Watts) and Michael D Stevens Jr.  were united in  
marriage on February 19, 2011.  Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Donald and Sarah (Pennington) Henley 
who were married on September 17, 2011.

Births: 
Philip and Jennifer (Johnson) Thompson 

added a little one to their home on August 12, 2011. 
Bailey and Brooklynn welcome their little brother, 

Carter Jefferson Thompson.    
Any announcements: ministry news, marriage, births, 

etc.  E-mail to Shelton_0204@yahoo.com .  

SERVANT’S	HEART	OUTREACH	
SCHEDULE

Saturday	November	5th	(10:30	am)
Miamisburg	Full	Gospel

Miamisburg,	OH
Pastor	Lonnie	Mitchell

Saturday	November	5th	(7:30	pm)
Spaulding	Rd.	Church	of	God

Dayton,	OH
Pastor	Larry	Thomas

Sunday	November	6th	(10	am)
Union	Pentecostal	Church

Dayton,	OH
Pastor	Clifford	Hurst

Sunday	November	6th	(6	pm)
Fairborn	Pentecostal	Church	of	God

Fairborn,	OH
Pastor	Rick	Crews

OVERCOMER	TOUR
Sunday	November	6th	pm	service	

First	Assembly	of	God	Church		
Wylie,	TX		

Rev.	Kerry	Sampson
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