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“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas!

from President Taylor, Faculty, Staff and Students of Ozark Bible Institute and College

DECISION DAYS 2016
March 24-27

A time for you as a prospective student to have a first-hand
look at OBI. High school juniors and seniors come free.

Jerry Pascarella
Special Speaker
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The President Writes

By President
Daniel E. Taylor

THE
POSSIBILITY
OF PEACE
IN A
TROUBLED
WORLD

“And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. And, lo, the angel of the
Lord came upon them and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them:
and they were sore afraid. And the
angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger. And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God, and
saying, Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace good will toward
men” (Luke 2:8-14).
Do you know what verse 13 and
14 literally mean? They mean a vast
army of angels in heaven, without any
advance warning, joined the angel of
the annunciation and started praising
the Lord, saying, “Glory to God in
the highest Heaven and on earth His
peace and good will is extended to
men!”
The words of verse 14 will be
printed on thousands of Christmas
cards this season.
And people
who don’t understand the spiritual
meaning of those words will look at
today’s news and say, “Where is the
peace the angel announced that night
long ago?”
There is quite a contrast between
the sad news you hear on the radio and
the good news the angels are praising
God for in our text. The sad reality

is that in many ways the world is in
as bad a shape or worse than it was
the night the angels sang “On earth,
peace, good will toward men!”
But we need to realize that the
rejoicing was not because all war
would cease or all our troubles would
be over. The angels announced, “The
Possibility of Peace in a Troubled
World.” Jesus said in John 10:10,“I
am come that they might have life
and have it more abundantly.” Who
are “they” that Jesus is referring to?
“They” are those who come to Jesus,
believe in Him as their Savior and are
born again. The reason that many
people never find peace is because
they don’t know what peace is. They
would not recognize peace if they
saw it.
The Bible says in Philippians
4:7, “the peace of God passes all
understanding.” Which means the
peace of God is entirely different than
what the world calls peace. There are
three essential parts of “The Peace of
God.” The peace of God is a person!
The peace of God is personal! The
peace of God is possible! Why is
this true? Because it is the primary
reason Jesus came. He came as the
“Prince of Peace!” Colossians 1:20
describes it like this: “And, having
made peace through the blood of his
cross, by him to reconcile all things
unto himself; by him, I say, whether
they be things in earth, or things in
heaven.” Let’s look closely at the
three essential parts of the peace of
God that Jesus came to give us.
I. The Peace of God is a Person!
Jesus was peace personified.
Just His presence brought peace to
those who knew who He was! When
Mary and Joseph dedicated the baby
Jesus at the temple in Jerusalem they
met an old man named Simeon. He
had been waiting all his life for the
Messiah to come. The Holy Ghost
had told him that he wouldn’t die

until he saw the Lord’s Christ. The
Spirit led Simeon to go to the temple
that day when Mary and Joseph came
to dedicate Jesus to the Lord. Simeon
saw the baby Jesus and the Spirit
nudged him and spoke to the old man
saying, “This is the Messiah you’ve
been waiting for.” Simeon went over
to Mary and Joseph and took Jesus in
his arms and “blessed God,” which
means he praised God for letting him
live to see the Savior come! And
Luke 2:29,30 tells us what he said
when he blessed God. “Lord, now
lettest thou thy servant depart in
peace, according to thy word: For
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.”
Seeing and holding the long-awaited
Christ child gave Simeon a “peace”
he had longed for all his life. But it
was not available until peace came in
a Person we call Jesus!
II. The Peace of God is Personal.
The birth of Jesus is known as
“the first advent.” When Jesus comes
to earth at the end of the tribulation
to set up His kingdom, it will be the
second advent. When that day comes
He will establish world peace, and
there will be no more war, or rumors
of war. Swords will be beat into plow
shears and even the animal kingdom
will be tame. Lions will lay down
with lambs and children will play
on the hole of an asp. We hear a lot
of talk today about world peace,
but there never has been world
peace, and there never will be until
the “Prince of Peace” rules in the
millennium. Yet Luke 2:14 says that
the angels announced the day Jesus
was born that the peace of God had
come to earth and it’s true!
The possibility of personal peace
came to earth when Jesus was born!
On that first Christmas morning the
unthinkable had occurred—God came
to earth in the form of man! The inn
keeper was oblivious to who was
sleeping in his barn! (Cont. on page 3)

The President Writes (Continued from page 2)
The religious leaders are too busy
being religious. They aren’t even
interested in God! If it were not for
a handful of bewildered shepherds,
the most important event in history
would have gone unnoticed. That’s
because when He came the first time,
He came to bring the possibility of
personal peace.
Just think, when Jesus came to
earth, the thing that tops His list of
priorities is to provide individuals
with personal peace. He told His
disciples at the last supper, “Peace
I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth,
give I unto you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid”
(John 14:27). His peace is personal!
His peace is custom made for your
situation. It is His peace in the midst
of your unique circumstances! He is
the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
and you!
I’ve tried to show you that the
peace of God is a person, the peace
of God is personal, but what I want to
convince you most of all is:
III. The Peace of God is Possible.
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Can you imagine what the world
was like before Jesus came? Can you
imagine being a lost sinner in this
world before Jesus came and suddenly
feeling conviction? I know there was
a passover every year but that would
have been pretty shaky comfort at
best. “The blood of bulls and goats
couldn’t take it away.” What if you
died between passovers? What if the
scapegoat didn’t go into the wilderness
but followed you home? “Forgiveness”
was a pretty iffy business under the
law. But when Jesus was born peace
became possible!
Luke 2:10,11 tells us, “And the
angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.”
When Jesus came it changed
everything for someone that wanted
to be forgiven of their sins. The
peace that comes from knowing it is
well with his soul was made available
by the birth of Jesus! Even though
angels don’t know what it is to

experience salvation, they know what
the presence of God is like. They
know that heaven wouldn’t be any
better than Hell if God wasn’t there.
So, when the angels knew that God’s
presence had come down to earth in
human form, they knew it was good
news; and because they knew the
power of His presence in Heaven,
they realized His presence would
make a powerful impact on earth! So
the angels praised God saying, “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.”
And here we are 2,000 years later
and the world is less peaceful than it
has ever been. But the peace of God
that comes through being saved is as
powerful as it was when it comforted
the penitent thief that day at Calvary.
Like the old song says, “Peace! Peace!
Wonderful peace, coming down from
the father above, sweep over my spirit
forever I pray, in fathomless billows
of love.”
Let the seasonal greeting “Merry
Christmas” stir you to rejoice, because
without Christmas there would not be
anything to be “Merry” about!

to look into the face of Jesus Christ
and see the glory of God for myself.
Because of this, the crucified Savior
has become so much more precious
to me. Through my three years
here, my knowledge of God’s Word
has grown so much. It has been a
place where God has laid a solid,
spiritual foundation in my life that
will keep me through any storms I
may face. The practical lessons that
I have learned while here were God’s
hands molding my life into what He
wants it to be. Hearing the teachers
share their burdens with the students
has humbled and challenged me to
dedicate my life to serving God no
matter the cost. Being a part of the
Outreach ministry group has been an

extremely important opportunity for
me. While OBI has shined more of
God’s light into my life, Outreach
has been an opportunity for me to
shine that same light into the lives
of others through ministry. In every
experience, God has used my time
at OBI to shine more light on my
Christian walk and ministry. Praise
God!

Student Testimony
A LIGHT
SHINING IN
MY HEART
“For God, who
commanded
the
light to shine out of
Nathan Akers darkness, hath shined
Senior 2015 in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2
Corinthians 4:6).
I am so thankful that God revealed
His glorious light into my heart when
I was seven years old. But that was
only the beginning. As a student at
OBI, the light of His knowledge has
greatly been increased in my life.
OBI has allowed me to take time

Ozark Christian Missions Report
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against the forces of darkness and missionaries to Germany, and hearing
MISSIONS AT
CONVOCATION evil. Convocation was a time of their message. He expressed heartfelt

The Apostle Paul
in writing to Timothy
said, “This know also,
that in the last days
perilous times shall
By Gene Canter
come” (2 Timothy
OCM
Director of 3:1). Strong’s Greek
Development dictionary gives the
word “perilous” an
expanded meaning: “the idea of
reducing the strength, difficult, i.e.
dangerous or (by implication) furious,
fierce, perilous.” In Daniel 9:25 we
are given the objective of this last
day dark evil force; it is to “wear out
the saints of the most High.” Paul’s
warning to Timothy causes us to
recognize the need for vigilance in
these difficult, dangerous and furious
days.
The theme Brother Taylor chose
for this year’s convocation was
“MISSIONS IN A WAR ZONE.” I
personally am thankful for a pastor
and Bible College president who
understands the challenges of these
last days. Brother Taylor is working
feverishly toward preparing God’s
people to continue to press the battle

strengthening. The Holy Spirit used
all of the services and speakers to
recharge and strengthen His saints.
In the Wednesday evening
missions service, we had special
guests from three different countries
who shared something of their burden
and ministry.
Brother Benjamin
Yohan Dupte shared his vision to
reach 40,000 villages with the gospel
in the state of Maharashtra, India. He
expressed gratitude to Brother Taylor
and OBI for sending students and
instructors to help fulfill his vision,
and asked them to please continue to
come. Brother Benjamin’s brothers,
Samuel and Vivek Dupte, also
attended convocation, and asked the
ministers to lay hands upon them
acknowledging their ordination to
pastoral ministry.
Alex and Janine Bergk, invited
by Brother Doug Presley, were also
in the evening service. Brother Alex
passionately shared the need of the
preaching of the gospel in Germany.
He shared how his heart was moved
with new hope after meeting Brother
Doug and Sister Anna Presley,

thanks to the Presleys and to the
students from OBI whom Brother
Presley had invited to minister in
Germany the past two summers.
The third special guest was Brother
Steven Khoury from Jerusalem,
Israel. Brother Khoury is pastor of
the largest Arab Evangelical Church
in East Jerusalem and the Palestinian
territories.
He spoke briefly of
the pressures and persecution
experienced by Christians who share
the gospel in Jerusalem, however,
he spoke more excitedly about the
miraculous moving of the Holy Spirit
in the hearts of both Jews and Arabs
who receive Christ. Brother Khoury
is in the process of building a church
in Jerusalem which he plans to name
“Calvary.” He asked that we pray for
God’s protection and provision.
I want to say a heartfelt thank
you to all who gave in the missions
offering on Wednesday evening. I
also want to thank those pastors
who have written, and those who are
considering writing OCM into your
monthly mission budget. May the
Lord’s blessings be yours!

FILLED
ENCOURAGED
AND
STRENGTHENED

and settled upon my heart. Even
after that service though, I felt I was
continually hitting a brick wall and
was not getting all I needed from God
in the altars. That changed Thursday
evening when the Overcomers
Choir ministered. God came down
in a mighty way and touched lives
throughout the building. God filled me
up, encouraged me, and strengthened
me. The verse that says that those
“who wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength” has taken a much
deeper meaning for me now. I waited
on God for three or four days as I felt I
needed a special touch from Him, and

in the end He strengthened me. My
responsibility was to stay faithful and
wait upon God for victory, strength,
and liberation were waiting just on the
other side of the test.

Student Testimony

The Lord has been
so good this year.
He moved mightily
during the Convocation services,
especially the Thursday services. It
started in the youth service, where
God came down and drew people to
the altars for freedom and liberation.
The focus then moved to evangelism.
It was in that service that a greater
burden for America was established
Jeremy Stoughton
Junior 2015

Convocation missions service 2015

OBI Guatemala Update
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NEW AND eternal universal truths of the Word of Fouts (Texas), and his niece Amber Fouts
God, clearly understood, yield a vast (Illinois), joined Brother Pennington
OLD
TREASURE source of valuable information and (Missouri) from North America to
“Jesus saith
unto them, Have
By Mike Pennington ye understood
these
things?
OBI Guatemala
Field Director
They say unto
him, Yea, Lord. Jesus saith unto
them, Therefore every scribe which
is instructed unto the kingdom of
heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which bringeth forth out
of his treasure things new and old”
(Matthew 13:51,52).
Students of the Bible {i.e. scribes}
who are discipled (Greek word for
instructed) into the kingdom of heaven
have a wealth of treasures to draw from
for life’s journey and beyond. The

life-changing realities that prepares
people for life after death. The Sacred
Scriptures are timeless in that they are
relative to the past, the present and
the future of human existence. We do
others and ourselves a great favor by
being ardent learners and doers of the
teachings of God.
The Bible school in Guatemala
held a graduation ceremony on October
10,, with ten students graduating.
Folks came from Columbia, South
America and El Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Mexico and various places
in Guatemala, Central America. Our
commencement speaker, Brother
Bobby Bailey (Ohio), and Anthony

complement this international gathering.
We are thankful for these students who have
completed their two years of Bible school,
and hope that they have “understood
these things…” to the extent that they will
continue to serve the Lord personally, and
be a positive influence in the lives of others
to whom God may call them to minister
unto. Please keep them in your prayers
We look forward to the New Year
when we will begin another semester with
14 returning students and however many
new students enroll (9 have pre-enrolled to
date). Our thoughts and prayers go out to
those who share in this ministry by your
thoughtful prayers and financial support.
For souls, The Penningtons

Ten graduates October 10, 2015 with
Brother Pennington

Some of the crowd
at the graduation exercises

Twelve returning students for fall/winter
semester 2015-16 with Brother Pennington

Donation Coupon

Yes I would like to Contribute to OBI Guatemala’s mission work.
� One Time Gift $_____________
� Monthly Gift $______________
Thanks and God Bless you is our prayer!

Donation Coupon

Yes I would like to Contribute to Ozark Christian Mission’s work around the world.
� One Time Gift $_____________
� Monthly Gift $______________
Thanks and God Bless you is our prayer!
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Student Testimonies
LIFECHANGING
Words fall short
in describing the
tremendous impact
that OBI has had on
my life. However, if
Jamin Martin
Senior 2015 I could choose one
word to describe my
experience at OBI, it would be the word
“life-changing.” The environment at
OBI has been extremely beneficial
in my spiritual development. The
friendships that I have formed with

“HE MUST
INCREASE...”
“He must increase,
but I must decrease”
(John 3:30). That
Chelsea Dodson is what OBI has
Junior 2015 taught me above all.
To do the ministry, truly love souls,
really care about others, and most
importantly, to sincerely love God.
I must decrease and allow Him to
increase. Apply this to your life, and

instructors, staff, and fellow students
have been a great asset. The handson ministry opportunities that I have
been afforded through the school have
given me the opportunity to practice
necessary ministry skills. As a senior,
I can honestly say that I have never
regretted the decision to attend OBI.
One of my personal highlights
from my tenure at OBI has been
participating in the Overcomers
Choir. There are not many ministries
available to young people that
involve ministering from coast to
coast; yet, that is an opportunity the

choir provides. The choir provides
an excellent opportunity for both
public ministry as well as one-onone ministry. Choir members are
given the opportunity to learn how to
effectively minister alongside other
ministers, which is an important
lesson for ministerial candidates
to learn. Choir members have the
chance to learn valuable lessons
from Brother and Sister Branham’s
capable leadership. In short, my
involvement with the Overcomers
Choir has tremendously enhanced my
experience at OBI.

the classes you sit in here and the
practicums that you involve yourself
in suddenly become some of the most
enjoyable and treasured parts of your
life. “A place where God can help
Himself to young lives” suddenly
becomes personal. OBI, the classes,
instructors, practicums, members of
Bible Holiness Assembly, have all

impacted my life, but it truly began
with choosing, “HE must increase,
but I must decrease.” One of my
favorite things has been the REACH
team. I like being hands-on, and in
this ministry group I’ve experienced
visiting shut-in’s, knocking door-todoor, passing out flyers, being part of
children’s services, feeding hungry
people at Homeless Missions to
America, and much more. I’ve been
able to do things I was never able to
participate in before until REACH,
and I’ve learned so much from those
experiences! Many of them have
aided in changing me in ways only
God knows. REACH is a part of OBI
I’ve fallen in love with, and it’s been
one more area I saw John 3:30 come
alive in. God’s work can definitely
be an exciting thing whenever we
decide it’s all in effort of Him being
magnified!
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Editor’s Notes
THE WRONG PLACE
FOR CHRISTMAS
By Bernie May

(I wanted to
share
with
you
one of my favorite
Christmas
stories
because it combines
two themes that are
near and dear to my
heart–Christmas
and Missions.)
--Editor Wallace E. Joice
It was our third Christmas away
from home. I was a missionary
pilot, flying Bible translators into
the Amazon jungle for the Jungle
Aviation and Radio Service, the flying
arm of Wycliffe Bible Translators.
December in Peru is not much
different than July in the United
States. It’s hot all the time. The
jungle is steaming. The insects are
ferocious.
Yet at our jungle center at
Yarinacocha, where more than 300
translators and support personnel
(including pilots and mechanics)
were living, Christmas was still a
festive occasion. In each home you
could see twinkling Christmas lights,
although the tree itself might have
been a banana or palm tree.
As the special day approached, our
three boys grew excited. They didn’t
have the pangs of homesickness my
wife Nancy and I felt for our native
Pennsylvania. To them, after three
years, Peru was home.
The week before Christmas I was
asked to make an emergency flight
down the Ucayali River, over the
jungle to the Maranon River basin,
to carry medical supplies to an Indian
tribe suffering an epidemic. I was
scheduled to return on the evening of
December 23.
I made the 5-hour flight without
incident. The old Aeronca plane,
with its bulky pontoons, droned

through the scattered clouds and
safely deposited me on the river near
the Indian village.
I was scheduled to spend the night
at the village, sleep in a jungle leanto between two palm trees, and depart
the next morning for home.
During the night, however, I heard
rain splattering on the thatch roof
over my head. When I awoke in the
morning, the entire river basin was
socked in with fog and rain. There
would be no flying that day.
I slipped on my poncho and
trudged through the village down to
the river’s edge. The plane was tied
against the bank, rocking gently on
the rain-splattered water. I crawled
out on a pontoon and sat under the
wing, feeling desperately sorry for
myself.
It was Christmas Eve, the night
was descending on the jungle. There
was no way I could go home.
Back in Pennsylvania, my folks
would already have returned from
church, and Mother would be getting
the turkey ready. Outside the snow
would be falling past the window. The
big tree with the star on top would be
standing as always in its corner.
In Yarinchocha, Nancy and the
boys would be sitting at home alone.
Because I had been able to radio back,
they knew I was stuck in the jungle.
“O God,” I moaned, “I’m in the
wrong place.”
I wanted to be home for Christmas.
Instead, I sloshed my way back to my
hut in the little village. I shared some
yucca, an edible plant native to the
area, with a couple of Indian children
and read them the Christmas story
out of my Bible, doing my best to
translate it so they could understand a
few words of that precious account.
That night under my mosquito
net I too had a visitation from God–
something like those shepherds must
have had on the hills of Bethlehem.

There were no angels and no
bright light. But as I lay there in my
hammock, desperately homesick, I
was sure I heard God say: “My son,
this is what Christmas is all about.
Jesus left heaven, and on Christmas
morning He woke up in the ‘wrong
place’–in a stable in Bethlehem.
Christmas means leaving home, not
going home. My only begotten Son
did not come home for Christmas; He
left His home to be with you.”
I opened my eyes. Overhead
through the mosquito net I could see
the brown palm-thatch leaves which
formed the ceiling on the lean-to.
Beneath me was the hard-packed dirt
floor. All around was the sound of
gently falling rain.
But out there in the darkness were
men and women, boys and girls, tiny
babies–all part of this Indian tribe.
I was there, away from home on
Christmas Eve, because Jesus left His
home on Christmas Eve. I was there
because He said, “As my Father hath
sent me, even so send I you” (John
20:21).
That night I realized Christmas is
God’s ultimate missionary outreach.
During the night the rain stopped.
On Christmas Day I was able to take
off, and by nightfall I was back with
my loved ones.
I often think about that memorable
Christmas Eve when churches tell us,
“We can’t have a missionary outreach
in December. It’s the wrong time.”
Christmas is the right time. It is
the time God sent His Son. It is the
time we too should be going.
There are more people answering
God’s call to “go” than ever in the
history of the world. For the most
part these missionaries will not be
home for Christmas.
They are out there–in the “wrong
place”–translating the Bible, telling
the story, “Unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6).

Alumni In Action

HE IS STILL
WITH US

We find these assuring
words in Matthew 1:23...
“and they shall call
By Danny Swinnea his name Emmanuel,
West Paducah, KY which being interpreted
OBI Graduate 1994
is, God with us.” Even
though this verse was written hundreds of
years ago, it still rings in the ears of the
believer loud and clear. As we approach
the coming of the Lord, things are very
uncertain and frightening at times. The
world’s setting is unstable and the future
of our nation is going in a downward spiral
very rapidly, but let us not be shaken,
because “He is still with us.” I know
this is an elementary verse to the Bible
reader, but I want to remind us of this
simple, yet assuring fact that “He is still
with us.” Recently, there was a lady that
came to the Lord in our church, she was
set free from many sins in her life, so I am
reminded that “ He is still with us.” Our
latest trip to Honduras was crowned with
a mighty out-pouring of the Holy Ghost,
as ministers yielded themselves to God.
Those two things testify to the fact that
He is still at work among us. As we were
making our descending approach into the
Houston International Airport some weeks

ago, the weather was really
stormy with low visibility.
The stewardess said they
were implementing the buddy
system, and there would be no
final walk through the cabin
because the turbulence was too
rough. She announced, “make
sure the one riding beside
you is buckled and safe.” As
the plane descended at a very
rapid pace with the front of the
plane tilted a lot sharper than
I had ever experienced, and at
a speed that was very unusual
to me, the Honduran sitting
beside me, asked in broken
English, “Is this normal?” My
reply was, “No, that’s why I
am praying.” There are times
when things in life do not seem
normal. The death of a loved
one, church problems, lifethreatening diseases, family
turmoil, broken relationships,
and spiritual droughts cause us
to wonder if we are going to
have a successful landing as we
approach our final destination.
I have to believe that we will
arrive home safely, because

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS SPRING SEMESTER 2016
January 2, 2016
Saturday
Residence Halls Open
January 4 & 5
Monday & Tuesday Registration Days
January 6
Wednesday
Classes Begin
January 5 - 10
Tuesday - Sunday Winter Revival
February 15 - 18
Monday-Thursday Midterm Exams
February 19 - 29
Friday-Monday
Midterm Break
March 1
Tuesday
Classes Reconvene
March 24 - 27
Thursday-Sunday Decision Days
April 19 - 21
Tuesday -Thursday Final Week (Exams)
April 22
Friday
Commencement
2015-2016
Officers

Randy Snow, President
dsnows@msn.com

His Word does not change. The first
chapter of Matthew ( Matt. 1:23 ) tells
of One that has come to be with us, and
the last chapter (Matthew 28:20 ) lets us
know that nothing has changed, because
He said, “and, lo I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.” The end
of the world has not yet come, so I know
that “He is still with us.” As time brings
many changes, I pray that you will rest
with assurance that “He is still with us.”
May God bless you.

Voice of Truth Quartet

Rev. Leon Rich
Tuesday-Saturday 7:30 PM
Sunday 6:30 PM

BACK TO SCHOOL
WINTER REVIVAL
January 5-10, 2016

Bible Holiness Assembly
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