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“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

MOVING
FORWARD
Brother Taylor is
starting the exterior
rock on the front of
the church building.
His helpers will be:
Nathan Akers, Timothy
Miles, Josh Rogers, Bible Holiness Church Building Progress
Kenny Daugherty and our faithful friend Brother David Musser.  
Moving Forward Toward Outside Completion They will be laying around 3,600 square feet of rock some as much as
25 feet high. The storefront glass will be installed by June. We will also be working on the stucco. When these are
completed the building will then be secure.  Praise the Lord!  We are believing the Lord to help us with more funding
for the interior, and we look forward to this next phase of the project.				
By Terry Miles

2016-2017 Overcomers
Choir CD
now available
for purchase information call 417-451-2057

CAMP PENIEL 2017
Jeremy Spurlock Dathan Tucker Lonny & Lori Adams
Night Speaker AM Bible Teacher Children’s Workers

Camp will be held Monday July 3- Friday July 7.
For more information call 417-455-6310
or visit: www.bibleholinessag.org
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The President Writes
“A PERSONAL
FIRE
CONFERENCE”
“Now Moses kept
the flock of Jethro his
father in law, the priest
By Daniel E.
Taylor
of Midian: and he led the
President
flock to the backside of
the desert, and came to the mountain of
God, even to Horeb. And the angel of
the Lord appeared unto him in a flame
of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he
looked, and behold, the bush burned with
fire, and the bush was not consumed.
And Moses said, I will now turn aside,
and see this great sight, why the bush is
not burnt. And when the Lord saw that
he turned aside to see, God called unto
him out of the midst of the bush, and said,
Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.
And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground”
(Exodus 3:1-5).
Have you ever been to PFYC
(Pentecostal Fire Youth Conference)?  
No doubt many of you reading this
article have been there, done that, and got
a tee shirt. How many of you actually
conferred with the fire?  If you conferred
with the fire, what did the fire say to
you?  What did you say to the fire?  What
have you done with what the fire tried to
confer on you?
The text I cited at the beginning of
this message describes the original fire
conference.
The incident described
in Exodus 3 reveals some interesting
characteristics of a fire conference.  Verse
2 tells us the bush burned with the fire of
God. “And behold the bush burned with
fire.” Verse 3 says that Moses made a
personal decision to turn aside from his
daily activity to check out the fire. “And
Moses said, I will now turn aside and
see this great sight” Verse 4 describes
how Moses came to the burning bush
and there in the presence of the fire had
a conference with God. “God called to
him out of the midst of the bush and said,

Moses, Moses. And he said, Here
am I.”
Are you interested enough
in the fire of God to even notice
when its burning near you?  Would
you go out of your way to check
it out?   What would you do if
you found out like Moses did
that the fire of God was, in fact,
waiting for you?  That God’s way
of speaking to you was by having
a fire conference?   Interestingly
enough the original fire conference
became a reoccurring event.   As
a matter of fact, it still occurs
in the lives of those who desire
to know and do the will of God.
While meditating on this topic, I
thought of several of the many fire
conferences found in the Bible.
Each one seemed to emphasize a
different aspect of the blessing we
receive when we confer with our
God that is described in Hebrews
12:29 as “a consuming fire.”
A conference by its nature is
when two or more individuals
get together to discuss a topic of
mutual interest. Paul mentioned
a conference he had with people
who held an exaggerated opinion
of their spiritual insight. He
concluded by saying that they,“in
conference added nothing to me.”
But he never said that about any of
the many conferences he had with
the Lord.
The greatest need I see among
believers young and old is that
they have more frequent personal
fire conferences.  Let me tell you
why this is true.
I. A Personal Fire Conference
with the Lord has a completely
different effect than conferring
around the world’s fire! The
passage in John 21:9 says “As
soon then as they were come to
land, they saw a fire of coals there,
and fish laid thereon, and bread,”
and it refers to a fire conference

with the Lord that enabled Peter to fix his
mess up as best he could, to repent and
get on the road to recovery.
“And Peter followed him a far off,
even into the palace of the high priest:
and he sat with the servants, and warmed
himself at the fire.” This passage is
about a fire conference which didn’t
include the Lord. The only contribution
Jesus made to the conversation was the
look   he gave Peter when the rooster
crowed.   Peter wasn’t the last one that
was burned hanging around the world’s
fire.   The world’s fire is “strange fire,”
which means that a person that grew up
in church doesn’t know much about it.
The world’s fire is as bright, warm, and
inviting as it is strange.  That is why guys
like Peter feel drawn to it. But what
Peter didn’t consider was that the world’s
fire is ignited by the devil and fueled by
our wrong desires.
But, thank God, the Lord knows how
to build a fire where we can fellowship
with Him.   It is not a coincidence that
Peter found himself denying the Lord
three times around the world’s fire.  And
then confessing his love for Him three
times at the fire conference he had with
Jesus.
II. A Personal Fire Conference
enlightens us to the will of God!   In
Exodus 3:10 it says “Come now therefore,
and I will send thee unto Pharoah, that
thou mayest bring forth my people the
children of Israel out of Egypt.”
The fire conference that Moses
attended totally changed his future! God
revealed at the fire conference that He
had a special purpose for Moses’ life!  
After Moses conferred with God at the
fire conference, he went to work for God!  
(Continued on page 3)
The Lord gave
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Moses a spectacular assignment. He
told Moses to go to where the devil
had people enslaved, and tell them
they can be free. The Lord explained
it to Moses at the burning bush. And
what Moses got at that fire conference
set millions free! Hear me! What
could you do for the Kingdom of
God if you went into your prayer
closet right now and had a personal
fire conference?
III. A Personal Fire Conference
purges us from sins which hinder
our usefulness! “Then said I, Woe is
me! For I am undone; because I am
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips:
for mine eyes have seen the King, the
LORD of hosts. Then flew one of the
seraphims unto me, having a live coal
in his hand, which he had taken with
the tongs from off the altar: And he
laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo,
this hath touched thy lips; and thine
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin
purged” (Isaiah 6:5,6,7).
Let’s be painfully honest.  When
we get saved, we are a mess.   The
Lord has to clean us up before He
can use us.   Isaiah found himself
in the presence of the Lord and the
first thing he says is, “Woe is me.”
Isaiah saw some things about himself
that made him uncomfortable. A

fire conference will do that for you!  
But that is not all a Personal Fire
Conference will do.   It will deliver
you from the most difficult sins there
are to get free of lip sins. Hear me!
Isaiah was to become the statesman
prophet.
His ministry gift was
preaching. His book is often called
the Gospel of the Old Testament.
Jesus commended him when He
told His hearers, “Well did Isaiah
prophesy,” (Matthew 15:7).  But none
of that would have happened if Isaiah
had never experienced a personal fire
conference.   Only Heaven knows
what the result would be if every
person reading this would earnestly
pray the words of Isaiah in Chapter 6,
verse 5.
IV. A Personal Fire Conference
empowers us for usefulness in
ministry! “But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth”
(Acts 1:8). According to Acts 1:8
when a person receives the Baptism
in the Holy Ghost the experience
should include a desire to be used by
God to tell people about Jesus; “ye
shall be witnesses.”
You can tell when someone has

had a personal fire conference.  You will
notice that they have a burden for lost
and hurting people.  When a Christian is
on fire, they are motivated by a desire to
win people to Christ and disciple them.  
But a desire is not enough. We must also
have power!   Basically, what happened
on the day of Pentecost is the church was
equipped to serve!
Until a believer is baptized in the
Holy Ghost, they don’t have the power
or stamina to be used of God. A seriousminded Christian realizes   there are
higher levels of usefulness in the ministry.   
Each new level requires them to confer
with God and get fired up.  Something I
noticed about the fire conference Moses
had at the burning bush is what happened
after God and Moses greeted each other.
Exodus 3:5 says God told Moses, “don’t
come any closer until you take your shoes
off.”  Why in the world did God say that?  
Maybe for the same reason Sister Taylor
meets me at the door and says, “Take your
shoes off.”  She doesn’t want me to track
the dirt that is outside into the inside.
God told Moses at the fire conference
when you talk to me and I talk to you, that
is Holy Ground, so reverence it and don’t
bring any outside stuff with you.   It is
sobering to think about how many revival
fires have been stifled by folks who track
in to a personal fire conference with the
world all over them.

This is an excerpt
from
a
sermon
recently preached at
Student Service.
In the book of
Daniel, Chapter 3,
you can read the
Frank Simon very familiar story of
Freshman Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. Because these boys
would not bow to the image of King
Nebuchadezzar, they faced a fire that
was seven times hotter than it was
ever supposed to be.
Many times we, as Christians,
face fires and have to overcome

them.   Our fires may not come as
a result of denying to worship the
image of a king, but we still have to
be able to remain strong. I believe
God sometimes puts us through fires
so we can bear His fruit.
The first thing the fire brought
out in the three boys was their
faith.
Daniel 3:16-18, contains
statements which these boys told the
king such as, "We are not careful to
answer thee in this matter" or "if it
be so, our God whom we serve is able
to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace and be it known unto thee, O
king, that we will not serve thy gods,

nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up." These statements show
their faith in God's power to deliver them
from whatever may come their way.
The next thing this fire gave them
was freedom.  Daniel 3:23-25 talks about
how they were thrown into the fire bound.  
The very thing that Nebuchadnezzar
meant to swallow them up became
through their faithfulness in the fire how
they gained a future.   Daniel 3:28-29
talks about how Nebuchadnezzar and his
whole kingdom saw the power of God
through these boys, and turned to God.
Verse 30 says,  "Then the king promoted
Shadrach, Meshach, and (Cont. on pg. 6)
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OBI Guatemala Update
THE
FORGOTTEN
MAN

“My God, my
God, why hast thou
forsaken
me?”
By Mike
Pennington
(Matthew 27: 46).
OBI Guatemala
Jesus
is
the
Field Director
forgotten man. He
was not a victim of circumstances
that missed out on the distribution of
this world’s material wealth. The path
that he chose in His earthly life led
Him to follow the will of His Father
and become the eternal sacrifice for
the sins of humanity. “For ye know
the grace of our Lord Jesus, that,
though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, that through his
poverty might be rich” (2 Corinthians
8:9). He was “a man of sorrows and
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acquainted with grief... he was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities...”
While Jesus was suspended on the
cross in terrible physical agony and
torment, He knew the utter desolation
of a lost soul: being forgotten by God in
eternal darkness and despair. Our frail
human minds cannot begin to fathom
the infinite depth of the abyss of eternal
separation from God. The well is deep,
and we have nothing to draw with. To
escape this doom, we can only join one
of the thieves who was crucified with
Jesus and offer a repentant prayer in
the hope of faith: “Lord, remember me
when thou comest into thy kingdom.”
At the School of Evangelism in
Guatemala, we actively and constantly
pursue lost people who need a Savior
to keep them from being forsaken
and forgotten for eternity. This is the

Student encounters lost person

Student leads lost person in personal prayer of
repentance with hand on Bible.

Great Commission. To recollect the
sacrificial death of Jesus and tell of
His resurrection power to others until
He returns for His followers is the task
of all Christian disciples. All those
who are prayerfully and financially
involved in missions hear and heed
the pleading voice of Jesus, “This do,
in remembrance of me.”
Politicians may forget the citizens
who voted for them; merchants, their
customers; teachers, their pupils;
commanders, their soldiers; but God
will never forget those who put their  
faith and daily trust in the forgotten
man on the hill called Golgotha.
Your part in world missions will
always be remembered. “Thy prayer
is heard, and thine alms are had in
remembrance in the sight of God”
(Acts 10:31). Thanks for supporting
missions. For souls, The Penningtons

Student engages lost person in conversation about their
spiritual condition using scriptures

Student talks to another individual about the condition of
his soul

Ozark Christian Missions Report
PHENOMENA
Recently, as I sat
in a local restaurant,
the program which was
flashing across the screen
caught my attention. The
By Rachel words “Strange Weather”
with dark clouds rolled
Prihoda
2006 OBI in behind the emphasized
Graduate lettering had lightening
streaking
across
the
screen.  This drew my eyes as I expected
the storm to produce a tornado. Realizing
it was simply a special feature program,
I went back to my chicken strips hoping
they would satisfy the hunger streaks in
my stomach. But my attention was not to
be held to my chicken for long, because
the pictures they produced of the strange
weather they were discussing caught my
interest.  Varying degrees of weather were
being discussed; rivers in the middle of
the desert, falling chunks of ice from the
sky, the radar notated clouds of locusts,
frozen Alaskan frogs-the list was very
interesting.   I smirked at the scientists
and experts who knew their topic matter,
but had no true explanation of why or
how some of the “Strange Weather”
events occurred.  The volume was turned
down so no one could truly hear the
reports being given, so the captions were
often hard to read while trying to eat. My
gaze bounced back and forth between the
chicken strips and words moving across
the screen. Granted they had a tendency
to stay longer on the chicken than the
scientific reports.  But when they started
talking about the frozen Alaskan wood
frog, I focused in to see what it was
all about. The Alaskan wood frog is a
tiny creature who literally freezes with
the temperature in the winter and thaws
back out again when the weather warms
up.  It has the capability to shut down its
circulatory and respiratory systems and
go into hibernation mode. Two different
experts gave the explanation of how it
shuts down its body and comes back to
life.  Again I smiled as the closing expert
said the Alaskan tree frog had adapted
to its surroundings to survive and was
a “miracle of nature.”   I refrained from
arguing aloud with the expert for fear of
wondering glances from the other patrons
in the restaurant.
I sat and pondered the awesomeness
of our Creator for a while in retrospect

of the “Strange Weather.”  As I did, a word
came to mind which we often associate
with weather-phenomenon.
According
to dictionary.com, the first definition of a
phenomenon is “a fact, an occurrence, or
something impressive or extraordinary.”  But
the second definition from Thesauras.com is
what really interested me, it said phenomenon
was “an act of God, divine act,” with one of
the synonyms being “circumstances beyond
one’s control.”  
Yes, weather or should I say, nature can
definitely be described as a phenomenon.  
Weather is a sporadic occurrence.  It can be
a sunny, balmy 70 degrees one minute and
minutes later the temperature drops, dark
clouds cover the sun and the tornado sirens
are sounding. Often the horizon boils with
turmoil, while other times it is what we look
at to simply brighten our day.
Weather is an impressive display.  To see
the lightening jolt across the darkened sky
or to see an intricate lace made of frost on
the car window is an impressive display of
created wonder. Weather has the ability to
change a life, whether for the good or sadly,
for the worse.
Weather is a factual event.   Nature’s
weather cycles can be traced back to the end
of the Flood where God said in Genesis 8:22,
“While the earth remaineth, seedtime and
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and
winter, and day and night shall not cease.”
We have all participated, whether willingly
or unwillingly, in weather events.
Weather is for all people, whether
they like it or not! Matthew 5:25 says God
“sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”
Used as a metaphor to help us understand
Jesus’ teaching, the statement is very true
in nature’s weather concerns.   During a
catastrophic earthquake, I witnessed the
missionary’s concrete walls fall, as well as
his voodoo neighbor’s concrete walls fall.  
Except for miracles, the effects of weather
are felt by everyone!
Going back to the second definition,
weather is ultimately in the Creator’s hands and
is most definitely out of our control!  Mankind
can try to control, predict, and prepare for the
force of nature all he wants, but he does not
have the ultimate final say in any of the events.
Picture with me for a moment using your
mind’s eye, but keep your eyes open so you
can keep reading! Picture the bright sun rays
slowly at first being sucked in by the dark,
foreboding clouds, then faster and faster
swallowed as the clouds angrily take over
the sky.   The lightning flashes are soon the
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only light visible in the afternoon sky.  
The atmosphere grows eerily still only to
give way to the periodic gusts of cooling
wind.   By the flashes of the lightening
you might be able to see the drops falling.
They fall onto the middle of the tree, but
are soaked up by the dryness of the rough,
splintery wood.  Soon, though, the wood
is saturated and the drops began making
their way down the tree. The drops
move faster as they are heavier now,
having joined with other drops. These
drops form a trickle, then as the different
trickles join together they presently form
a wet place at the base of the tree.  Soon
even the dry earth is too full to hold any
more and drops are quietly splashing into
a puddle.  Suddenly the drops jump out
of the puddle, as the ground around them
shakes as if to rid itself of a great sadness.
All is quiet presently and a voice comes
through the empty air… “Truly this was
the Son of God.”
Just as the weather phenomena
have a start in Genesis, our salvation
“phenomenon” has a start at Calvary. The
salvation experience in our life is just
as much a phenomenon as anything that
could ever be compared. Salvation is an
occurrence in our life that is an intentional
act of God. Salvation is an event which
has the ability to change a life for eternity,
for good or sadly, for the worse if rejected.
Salvation is an impressive display of
God’s love toward us.
Whereas weather is “a circumstance
beyond one’s control,” salvation is not.  I
am not saying we control our salvation,
but we often control salvation for others.  
Through the ages since the Flood,
mankind has learned how to control or
manipulate the force of nature’s weather,
i.e. wind turbines, solar power, dams, etc.
These examples are conduits through
which the power of weather is generated.
So are we as Christians.   Through the
ages since Calvary, saints have been
conduits of the salvation which pooled
at the bottom of the cross that fateful
day.  They labored, sacrificed, lived, and
died so we could hear and know of the
wonderful phenomenon of salvation.  By
their examples, how can we do any less?  
After receiving of the gift, how can we
not want to spread the wonderful Gospel
to those who have never heard, or even to
those who need to hear again?  Salvation
is for all people, don’t let the flow of
God’s grace stop with you.

Student Message (Continued From Page 3)
———

Abednego, in the province of Babylon."
This promotion was the reward they
received for their faithfulness.  They
were given a brighter future on earth
because of their faithfulness to the
King in Heaven.
I read an illustration which read
like this. A bar of steel worth $5.00
when made into ordinary horse
shoes is then worth $10.00.   If the

Student Testimonies

same $5.00 bar is manufactured into
needles, the value rises to $350.00.  
Yet, if made into delicate springs for
expensive watches, it is worth more
than $250,000.00. The same bar of
steel is made even more valuable by
being cut to its proper size, beaten
and pounded, finished, and polished
until it is ready for those delicate
tasks.
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Sometimes we as Christians try to
avoid going through the fire, whether
that be temptation, trials, tests, or any
other kind of hardship. But God sees
more than we see, we must trust He is
God and knows best. The reason God
may be putting you through the fire is
because of the simple fact, He sees you
are worth more than a $10.00 pair of
horseshoes.

The Carpathia was a small ship, but magnificent nonetheless. Probably never before or
since April 14, 1912, has a cruise liner transformed into a rescue ship in a matter of seconds.  
Passengers on board the RMS Carpathia were comfortable and carefree that night, until an SOS
call changed their destinies forever. Sixty miles away, the Titanic was sinking. Time was short
and the stakes were priceless.   The Carpathia then had a new mission to rescue souls at any cost.
Leaving OBI as a four-year graduate, I have learned that my mission is the same.  
Throughout my four years at OBI, I’ve heard President Taylor say, “Life is too precious to waste
on yourself.”   I remember hearing those words as a freshman in Bible school, and how it challenged me to realize
that my life is not my own.    Now, as graduation approaches, those words mean more to me than ever before.
As I prepare to leave, there is no doubt that Ozark Bible Institute will always hold a special place in my heart.  Not
only was it a place where I developed a burden for ministry, but it has also been a place where I have learned God can use
anyone who is willing to be used.  My desire is to one day pour into someone’s life as much as OBI has poured into me.
Rachelle Presley, Senior
Like anyone else, I had started making plans for my future.  However, God had other plans.  I came to
OBI at 17 years old in fulfillment of God’s call.  Since being here, I have learned discipline, responsibility
and how to deal with stress.  Through hands-on ministry, God has allowed me to face and overcome
adversity in preparation for full-time ministry.  Going to Zambia in 2016 gave me a new perspective of
the world around me.  If you are called to the ministry or simply want to grow in your relationship to
God, pray about attending Ozark Bible Institute and College.
Philip Holden, Sophomore
I came into this school year with a prideful attitude of myself and ministry.  Throughout this school
year the Lord has been teaching me that ministry is not about having a big name and being approved by
man.  The ministry is not about impressing men but rather to blossom where you are planted.  I want to be
a servant of the Lord wherever I am planted!  Matthew 25 :40 says .... “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”
Logan Whitacre, Sophomore
This year at OBI has taught me two main things: First, that one will only learn if he/she wants to and
second, there is always something new to be learned. There is a world that is begging for the answers
that we have at our fingertips.  Thus, God has tasked us with learning so that we can give the answer of
a Savior to a world in need of redemption.  I am thankful God has given me opportunity to learn at OBI
this year and I pray that both my fellow students and I take advantage of it.
Eric Shelton, Sophomore
To receive the Standard Bearer by email simply respond to: psobi@hotmail.com and express your desire.
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I have long since
known that the New
Testament contained
warnings about false
By Editor prophets.   However,
Wallace E. Joice I did not realize how
extensive they were.

shall rise, and shall deceive many”
(Matthew 24:11).  And yet again, “And
wherefore if they shall say unto you,
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth:
behold, he is in the secret chambers;
believe it not” (Matthew 24:26).  
So it would seem that false prophets
shall abound more and more, as we near
the last of the last days.

make two observations in passing.  
First, “denying the Lord that bought
them” gives a lie to limited atonement.  
They go to hell in spite of Calvary.  
Second, a well or cloud gives promise
of refreshing, life-giving water.  These
produce neither.   An old Indian said
concerning such, “Loud thunder,
bright lightning, no rain.”

JESUS WARNED OF
FALSE PROPHETS
In the Sermon on the Mount, He
warned, “Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves. Ye shall know them
by their fruits. Do men gather grapes
of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so
every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth
evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit. Every
tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into
the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye
shall know them” (Matthew 7:15-20).  
Note first of all that the Lord’s true
believers are likened to sheep.  This
is true in both the Old Testament and
the New. Thus, these false prophets
clothe themselves in the guise of
true believers, “but inwardly they
are ravening wolves.” They have
the right outward appearance, “but
inwardly they are ravening wolves.”
The word “ravening” means to
devour the flock.   Thus the evil one
seeks to deceive and destroy.  Twice
over, the Master tells us, “By their
fruits ye shall know them.”  Do they
live Godly lives?  Do their teachings
make us want to draw closer to God?
Again, in the Olivet Discourse,
Jesus warned of false prophets.   In
response to the disciples questioning,
Jesus responded by, first of all,
warning them of false prophets.
“Take heed that no man deceive you.
For many shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many” (Matthew 24:4, 5).  And again
He spoke, “And many false prophets

PAUL WARNED OF
FALSE PROPHETS
When he had called the elders of
the church at Ephesus where he had
labored for three years, to Miletus, he
admonished them, “Take heed therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his own
blood. For I know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also
of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them. Therefore watch,
and remember, that by the space of three
years I ceased not to warn every one
night and day with tears” (Acts 20:28-31).
Thus we see Paul’s special concern was
the wolves are ever present with us.  They
are ever a threat to us.
PETER SPEAKS OF
FALSE PROPHETS
Peter speaking in his second and last
epistle, warns of these, “But there were
false prophets also among the people,
even as there shall be false teachers
among you, who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction. And many
shall follow their pernicious way; by
reason of whom the way of truth shall be
evil spoken of. And through covetousness
shall they with feigned words make
merchandise of you: whose judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and
their damnation slumbereth not” (2 Peter
2:1-3).
Further, he describes, “These are wells
without water, clouds that are carried with
a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness
is reserved for ever” (2 Peter 2:17).   I

JUDE WARNED OF
FALSE PROPHETS
Jude, in his brief epistle of only one
chapter, speaks of these extensively,
“For there are certain men crept
in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to this condemnation,
ungodly men, turning the grace of
our God into lasciviousness, and
denying the only Lord God, and our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 4).  Further
he says, “But these are spots in your
feasts of charity, when they feast with
you, feeding themselves without fear:
clouds they are without water, carried
about of winds; trees whose fruit
withereth, without fruit, twice dead,
plucked up by the roots; Raging waves
of the sea, foaming out their own
shame; wandering stars, to whom is
reserved the blackness of darkness
for ever” (Jude 12, 13). He says these
are “spots.”    They are defiled and
defile.  They produce no fruit.  They
are “twice dead.” They were “dead
in trespasses and sin.” They are made
alive then they apostatize and become
dead again. Like “wandering stars”
they will be forever engulfed in the
“blackness of darkness.”

WATCH OUT
FOR WOLVES

———

JOHN WARNED OF THE
ULTIMATE FALSE PROPHET
AND THE ULTIMATE
ANTICHRIST
His revelations are centered in
Revelation, chapter 13.  The writings
are too extensive for me to treat here.  
Really, in this rather long article, I
have only scratched the surface.
I hope that you will read what is
written here, and that you will “search
the scriptures.”
In the meanwhile, watch out for
wolves (false prophets).

Alumni In Action

The Pull of
the World

By Kerry Sampson
1988 graduate
Pastor at Wylie, Texas
The text the Lord
has directed me to is 2 Timothy 4:10.
Demas was a Christian man who was
mentioned by the Apostle Paul three
separate times in the New Testament.
He was referred to as one of the
“fellowlabourers” in Philemon 1:24
and was mentioned along with Luke,
the physician and writer of the Gospel
in Colossians 4:14.   It was 2 Timothy
4:10 where Paul says he forsook me
because he “loved this present world...”
When you compare these three
Scriptures, it strongly suggests Demas
was in the ministry and worked with
closely. He probably was a teacher or
preacher and possibly a missionary.
What is evident is, he was saved, Spiritfilled, called of God and knew the
miracle-working power of the Gospel.
But something happened, somewhere
at sometime, and it found a weak spot
in his heart (spirit).
We must admit we don’t know for
certain what all happened when he got
to Thessalonica. Neither does the Bible
tell us anything about his final eternal
destiny (Heaven or Hell).  What we do
know is over a period of time his love
for ministry and the things of God
diminished. There was something,
someone, or some issue which he let
pull him out of God’s will.
I have never been in a hurricane.  We
left our house in Baytown, Texas when
Gustav hit Houston and the surrounding
area. A board member and his wife
stayed and told me about the pull of
the wind on their house that lasted over
fourteen hours. They had to literally
hold on to each other and some furniture.

Listen! The wind of the world is
picking up and there is a pull coming
from the prince of the power of the
air. “Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever” (1
John 2:15-17).
Church, there is a system and
religious order out there pulling on
preachers, teachers, and Christians
that is not of God. (Ecumenical)
Stronger Christians than you and
I have let themselves become
distracted and it ended in disaster.
Billy Moore was a big, strong
young man in our hometown. He
along with friends were partying
on Wabash River.   He thought he
was tough enough to swim through
dangerous currents but that massive
pull took him away. That reminded
me of the time when I was 10 or 12
years old; someone dove off a diving
board and pulled me under the water
and I almost drown.
I believe there are some people
who are wrestling with the pull of the
world. Let me warn you, take action
or you will drown in the deception
of this world. Different things pull
on different people.   For some it is
drugs, alcohol, and unlawful sexual
relationships, idolatry, money,
trends, fashions, power, popularity
and recognition, prescription drugs,
tobacco, wasting time with someone
besides their spouse, suggestive
movies or Hollywood entertainment.  
For others it is not anything physical
which can be seen.   It may be

internal in the mind and thought process,
secret jealously, envy, hate, or strife.  It may
be the things the world thrives on, seeking
power control and dividing or destroying its
competition. There is a struggle raging to be
superior and successful without following the
will of God.
These are some actions to take to escape
the pull of the world:
1. Cry out to the Lord Jesus, tell him your exact
weakness. He knows and wants you to confess.
2. Reach up to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to
create a new heart in you and ask Him to put
His desires in your heart.
3. Kneel in His presence when the pull is
pressuring you, whether you are working,
traveling, on vacation, alone, or at school.
4. Return to a steady diet of reading the Word.
It doesn’t matter how young or old or smart,
you need to hide His Word in your heart.
5. Get filled or refilled with the baptism of the
Holy Ghost according to Acts 1:8, 2:1- 4, 39.
6. Become a witness for the Lord Jesus and
win souls (Proverbs 11:30).
7. If you are feeling the pull of the world on
you, be honest, fight the current, and come to
Him.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brother Don Snow is improving. June 11
will mark one year since his accident. Please
continue to pray for him and Sister Snow.

BIRTHS

Benjamin & Michelle (Dodson) Leatherbury
welcomed their little boy, Gabriel, on February 2,
2017.
Matt & Jade (Chupp) Chester welcomed
Micah James Alan, March 21, 2017.
Seth & Anna (Crafton) Hoover welcomed
Grayson Scott, March 23, 2017.
Trey & Melita (Bontrager) Holden welcomed a
new baby girl, Autumn, April 6, 2017.

WEDDINGS

Caleb Driscoll & Charity Benner were united in marriage February 4, 2017.
Jeremy Margeson & Jessica Aguirre were
united in marriage February 11, 2017.

2016-2017
Randy Snow, President
Mark Hutson, Vice-President
Sheila Shelton, Secretary
dsnows@msn.com
lisahutson61@aol.com
shelton_0204@yahoo.com
Officers
If you have a change of address or if you desire to receive more or fewer copies of
“The Standard Bearer,” please indicate your desire at: 417-451-2057 or: psobi@hotmail.com

